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TALES OF MY LANDLORD, 


C^ftti ^rdrtf* 


Ahora bien, di90 el Cura, traedme, tenor huSsped, aqtieltos 
Itbros, que lo» guiero ver. Que me place, respandid el, y en* 
trand4>y en au aposento, sac6 dSl una maletilla vieja cerrada 
con una cadenilla, y abriendoia, kaUd en eUa tree libros grandes 
y unot papeles de muy buena letra escritos de mano.— ^DoK 
Quixote^ Parte I. Capitulo 32. 

It is mighty well^ said the priest; pray^ landlord^ bring me 
those books^ for I have a mind to see them. With all my 
hearty answered the 'host ; and, going to his diamber, he 
brought out a little old doke-bag, with a padlock and chain to 
it, and opening it, he took out three large volmnes, and some 
manuscript papers written in a 'fine character.— Jarti s's 
Translation, 
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Hear, Land o* Cakes and blither Soots* 
Frae Matdenkirk to Jonny Croats*, 
If there's a hole in s* your coats, 

I rede ye tent it, 
A chid*8 amang yoa takin* notes. 

An* faith he'll prent it. 
Bumirs. 
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BRIDE OF LAMMERMOOR 


CHAPTER I. 

Asy to the Autamn breeze's bagle-soand, 
Various and vague the dry leaves dance their round ; 
Or^ fh)m the ganier^door, on sether bome^ 
Tbe csbaff flies devious fxooQi the wmnow d 09tn; 
So vague, so devious^, at the breath of heaven. 
From their iU'd aim are mortal counsels driven. 

Anonymou9» 

Wb left Caleb BaldersrtH)ae ia the extre- 
inity of triumph at (be succieiNi of his va- 
xious atdbievements for the honour of the 
house of Ravenswood. Wh^i he : hs^d. mua- 
tered aad marshalled his dishes of divers 
kinds, a more royal provision had not been 
seen in Wolf's Cr^g» lin^e tii^e fuiy^rial feai^t 
^of its deceased lofd. Great wa9 the glory of 
the serving«maii» as.be decor^d the, old oak** 
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en table with a clean clothe and. arranged 
upon it carbonadoed venison and roasted 
wild-fowl, with a glapce, every now and 
then, as if to upbraid the incredulity of his 

- .master and his guests ; and with many a 
story, more or less true, was Lockhard 

- that evening regaled concerning the an- 
cient grandeur pf WolPs Crag, and the 
sway of its Barons over the country in their 
neighbourhood- . ' 

«« A vassal scarce held a calf or a lairib 
his ain, till he had first asked if the Lord 
of Ravenswood was pleased to accept it ; 
and they were obliged to ask the lord'a 
consent before they married in these days^ 
and mOny a merry tale they teU about that 
right as weel as others. And although,'* 
fiaid Caleb, " these times are not like the 
gude auld times, when authority had its 
^ight^ yet, true it is, Mr Lockhard, and yott 
jHWirscll may partly have remarked, that 
we of the House of Jlavenswood do our 
endeavour in keeping up, by all just an4 
lawful exertion df our baroniid autbocity^ 
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iiiat due and fitting connection betwixt su- 
jperior and vassfil^ whilk. is in some danger 
of falling into ^esuetude^ owing to the ge* 
neral license and niisrule of these present 
unhappy times." 

'• Umph !? said Mr Lockhacd ; <« and if I 
may enquire, Mr Balderstone, pray do you 
find your people at the village yonder 
amenable ? for I must needs say, that at Ra- 
yenswood Castle, now pertaining- to my 
master, the Lord Keeper, ye have not lefl , 

behind ye the most compliant set of te- f ' 

nantry.** • t 

••Ah! but Mr Lockhard,^ replied Caleb, ^^ 

*• ye must consider there has been a change 
of hands, and the auld lord might expect 
twa turns frae Uiem, when the new comer 
canna get me. A dour and fractious set 
they were, thae tenants of Ravenswood, and 
ill to live wi' when they dinna kei^ their 
master— and if your master (mt them mad 
ance, the whole country will not put them 
down.'* 

•• Troth," said Mr Lockhard, ••-an sudi 
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be the case, I think the wisest thing for us 
a* wad be to hammer up a match between 
your young lord and our winsome young 
leddy up bye there ; and Sir William might 
just stitch your auld barony to her gown- 
sleeve, and he wad sune cuitle another out 
o' somebody else, sic a lang head as he has.^- 
Caleb shook his head,— " I wish,** he 
said, " I wish that may answer, Mr Lbck^* 
hard. There are auld prophecies about 
tiiis bouse I wad like ill to see fblfilled wi* 
my auld e'en, that hae seen evil aneugh aL 

f 

ready/' 

«* Pshaw ! never mind freits,** said his 
brother butler ; ^ if the young folk liked 
ane anither, they wad make a winsome cou- 
ple. But, to say truth, there is a leddy sit^ 
in our hall-nook, maun have her hand id 
that as weel as m every other job. But 
there's no ha^m in drinking to their h^&lths, 
and I will fill Mrs Mysie a cup of Mr Gir^ 
der's canary.** 

While they thus enjoyed themselves in 
the kitchen, the conopany in the hall were 
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not less pleasantly engaged* So soon as 
Ravens^rood had determined upon giving 
the Lord Keeper such hospitality as he had 
to offer, he deemed it incumbent on him to 
assume the open and courteous brow of a 
well-pleased host. It has been often re^ 
marked^ that when a man commences by 
iicting a character, he frequently ends by 
adopting it in good earnest. In the course 
of an hour or two. Ravens wood, to his own 
surprise, found himself in the situation of 
one who frankly does his bedt to entertain 
welcome and honoured guests. How much 
of this change in his disposition was to be 
ascribed to the beauty and simplicity of 
Miss A$kton, to the readiness with which 
she accommodated herself tp the inconve- 
niences of her situation — ^how much to the 
smooth and plausible conversation of the 
Lord Keeper, remarkably gifted with those 
words which win the ear, must be left to 
the reader's ingenuity to conjecture. But 
Ravenswood was insensible to neither. 
The Lord Keeper was a veteran statesman. 
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me\k ac^oainted with courts and cdibinetJb 
and intimate with all the various ti»ii8 of 
pubtic affidrs during the last eventful years 
<tf the seventeenth century. He could talk, 
from his own knowledge^ of men and events^ 
in a way which &iled not to win attention^ 
and had the peculiar art, while he never 
aaid a word which committed himself, ai 
the same time to persuade the hearer that 
lie was peaking without the least sha- 
few of scrupulous caution or reserve. Ra* 
venswood, in spite of his prejudices and 
real grounds c£ resentment, felt himself at 
ionce amused and instructed in listening to 
him, while the statesman, whose inward 
ibelings had at first so much impeded his 
first efforts to make himself known, had 
now regained all the ease and fluency of a 
silver-tongued lawyer of die very highest 
order. 

His daughter did not speak much, biit 
she smiled ; and what she did say argued 
a submissive gentleness, and a desire to 
give pleasure, which, to a proud man like 
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Rave&svood, was more fiMetnattog tluHi 
the most biilliant wit. . Above ally he 
could not.but observe, that, whether from 
gratitude or from some other moktve, he 
himself, iu his deserted aad uhpcovided 
hall, was as much the object c£ respectful 
attention to his guests, as he wouldvhave 
been when surrounded by all the appli- 
ances and means of hospitatity praper.to 
his high bhrth. Att dsfficienms passed im- 
observed, or, if they did hot escape notice, 
it was to praise the substitutes which Caleb 
had coatatVed to supply the want of the 
usual^accommodations. Where a smile was 
unavoidable, it was a very good*humoured 
one, and often coupled with some well- 
turned compliment^ to shew how much the 
guests esteemed the nterit. of their nobte 
host, how little they thought of the incoh. 
veniencies with #hich they were surround* 
ed« I am not sure whether the. |Nfide of 
being found to ouUi^lance, in virtue of his 
own personal merit, aU the disadvantages 
of fiwtiwe, ad not m^e as &voorable an 
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ienprearioii i^[Km tlie Imuf^y beMt of the 
Master of Ravenawood, as the cooversa^ 
tion of lihe &tber and the beauty of Lucy 
Ashtom 

The hour ofi fepose arrived. The 
Keeper and his dw^fater leticed to their 
aptflBient% which wete^* deoored" more 
properly than could Have been anticipated, 
in mdiing the neceasaiy arrangements, 
Mysie had 'indeed, enjoyed the assistance 
of a gossip who had arrived from the vil- 
lage upon an exploratory expe^tion, but 
bad been arrerted by Caleb, and impressed 
into the domestic drudgery of the evening. 
So thaty inrtead of returnii^ home to de- 
scribe the dress and person of the grand 
young lady, she found hemdf compelled 
to be active in the domestic economy of 
Wolfs Crag. 

According to the custom of the tim^. 
the Master of Ravenswood attended the 
Lord Kec^r to his apartment^ followed by 
Calebi who placed on the table> with all the 
teremoniab due to torehes of wax> two 
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radeljr imined * tidtow-«andle8^ sach as in 
Aooe diiys were only xAed by the peasaak* 
ry, boq>ed in paltr^ dflsps of wire, wfaioli 
served fof esmdlesfeicks. He then diaap* 
geared) and presently entered with two 
eartlim flago&s> (the: chiiiflir be said, had 
been; fittie used sineetny lady's tune,) 4me 
filled With canefy wme, theiolhef With 
hrmidy. The canary sad£» joaheediag all 
probabilities of deteelion, he declared had 
been twenty, years in the eeUars of Wolf 'a 
Cragy ^^ though it waa not for him to speak 
before their honours ; tixe hrandy^-^wt was 
wed kna'd liquor^ as mild' as mead, and as 
strong as SaiBpson*~it bad been in the 
hoHse ever since die memorable revel^ io 
wiiich aiiid MicUetob had been i^n at the 
head of "the stair by Jamie of Jeiiktebrae» 
on acconnt of the honour of the worshipA^ 
Lady MaiMnd, wha was in some sort an 
ally of the fiunily ; natbdess'^*-^— 

^< But 40 cat that stattor shorti M^ Ca* 
leb>". said the Keeper, <^ perhaps you 
favottrme with a ewer of water*'' 
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, «< God forbid yMflofddHptlMN^ 
wtttor in thi? family^ to the disgrace of ao 
honourable an house !'' 
^ << Nevertbel^BS, if his Iwdsfaip . have a 
ftncy/' said the Master^ smiling, << I think 
jou might indulge him ; for, if I mistake 
not, there haa hem water drank here at no 
distant date, and wiHi goqd rdidi too#" 

^i To be sorep if his lordship has a Jeinc^," 
said Caleb ; and re-entaring with a jug of 
pure element— *^ He will scarce find such 
water eiay where as is drawn frae the well 
at Wolfs Oag— nevegthrifli ^ » r i 

^^ Nevertheless, we must leave the Lord 
Keeper to his repose in this pioor jchandMr 
of ours," said the Master (tf Raveaswood, 
interiuptmg his talkative dbmestic, who »n« 
mediately turning to the door-w»jr, mth a 
profound reverence, fffepared to usher bis 
aaaster from the secret chamber* 

But the Lord Kecfi^ pretesited his host's 
departure* — ^ I have but one word to say 
jto the Matter of Bfivenswoodi Mr CSaleb, 
and I Uanqf he will exwse your waiting.'' 
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Wkl^ « M€oiid i€V6ffem:e» lower tha 
iformer, Caleb witibdrew~and hk maimt 
stood motioillessy expectii^y with coniUtor- 
able embanMKiieiit, what waarto close the 
events of a dajr £rad|^ with uoexpe^^ed 
ioosdcoits* 

'< Master of BaTenswrnid/' said 8ir Wll:. 
liam iudbitoiit with some emlMumssitteiitt 
<' I hope yoa imderstaiid the Chiristiaii law 
too welt to suffier the son to set upon yiNtr 
JangerP' 

TheOMUster blushed, and repKedt ** He 
had no occasion that evening to exercise 
.the duty eigrased upon him. 1^ his Chris- 
4aM faith." 

^ I shimld have thought oilier wise,'' said 
his guesty << Gonsidahig the various sub- 
ject of dispute and litigation wbioh have 
uidiappily occurred more freqoeatly than 
was desUable or necessary betwnct tiie late 
hfmourable Icadt your £ither, and myself." 
*< I could wish, my lord/' &ai Ravens- 
woody agitated by suppressed emotion^ 
f < that refeareoce to . these clrcumttancea 
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ahQiild he mt4e way wh^re rtdiir tlian 
UBder my fa&her'ft rooH'* 

«^ I should have £dM; the delicacy c^thii 
i^^peal at asHK^er timei'' sa^ Sir Wiliiam 
Aabtop, ^< bat aaw I imnt pmowd with 
what I meant to say.*— I have sufibred too 
much in my ovm auad from* the false dfeU- 
caey wkioh prevented imy sdicitmg wit& 
eajCQiSstfiesat what indeed i j ficquentiy re^- 
qoestedt a persnnal comnnmiag with you^ 
father — ^much distress of mind to him and 
to me Jttight have been pnvented^"^ 

/< It is true,'' said Bavemwood, after a 
mofbenf s refiection ;. ^: I have heard my ft- 
ther say your lordship had proposed a peiv 
sonal interview.'' 

'^ Fsoposedy my ckar Master ^ I did in^ 
deed propose it, but I on^ to have be|^ 
ged« entreated, beseeched itr i ou^tto 
have torn away din veii whkb iatereBted 
persons had rti^ntehed betwixt ns, and stewn 
niysdf*a» I was» willing to sacrifice a consi* 
dei^Ue part even of my legal rights in cxr- 
der to conciliate feelings so natural as his 
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must be allowed to hare been. Let me ny 
for royselft my young .firiend, for so I wUl 
call you, that had your iatker and I apent 
tbe same two together wl^tdt my good&>f«" 
tone, has allowed mer.to^day to pass in your 
Gompaarff it is possible, the laud migbt yefr 
have enjoyed one of the most respectable 
of its 4tteient. nobility, and I should have 
been i|»ared the pain of pwting in emnity 
fimn a perscm whose general character Im 
mui^h admired and honsHired*" 

He put bis biondkercbiaf to his eyea« 
Ravenswood also was raored^ but awaited 
iu silence tbe pvc^gresa of .tliia extraoidi- 
nary communication. 

^ It is necesaaty,'' cntotiotted the Lord 
Keeper, ^ and fwpm that you should un* 
derrtand, that there hax^e.been many points 
h€twi3(t u% ior whicbf akhmiigh I jpidged it 
fmper that thegi^ should be an exact ascer^ 
tainment of my Iqgal rights by the deeree 
of a court of justice, yet it was .never my 
intention to press tbem b^ond the verge 
of equity.*' 
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^ My lordy'' said the Mastor^ of &avetift^> 
wood» <'it is unnecessary to putsi^ tliis 
topic farther. What the law will ^e you, 
or ha& givw you^ you e^)oy-«or you shall 
Q^y J. n^l^ior my father^ nor I myself 
would liave received^iny thing oa the foot» 
ing <tf favour/' 

«<Savour P-— 4io-«*you misunderstandines^ 
resumed the Keep^ j ^ or rather you are 
no lawyer. A right may be good in l«w, 
and ascerUu]!ked to be so» which yet amaa 
ci honour may not in every case care to 
avail himself of." 

<< I am sorry 4br i$, my Iord>'^ said the 
Master. 

«« Nay, nay,'' retorted his goesl^ " you 
speak like a young counsellor ; your spirit 
goes before your wit. There are many 
things still open, for ^decision betwixt us. 
Can you bkune me, an old man desirous 
of peace, and in the mtle 9£ a y<»ing no- 
Uteman who has saved my daughter's life 
and my own, that I am desirous, anxiously 
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desirous, that these should be settled* on 
the most libeml princii^e ?" 
' Hie old man kept fast hold of the Mas^ 
ter's passive hand as he spoke, and made it 
impossible foishim, be his predetermination 
what it wwild, to return any other than an 
acquiescent reply ; and wishing his guest 
good night, he postponed &rther confer^ 
ence until the nelt morning. 

Bavenswood hurried into the halt where 
he was to spend the night, and for a time 
traversed its pavement with a disordered 
and npid pace^. Hts mortal foe was un» 
der his roof, yet his sentimedtSM towards 
him were neither those of a feudal enemy 
nor of a true Cbristiani He felt $& if he 
eould neither forgive him in the one cha» 
ract^r^ or follow forth his vengeance in the 
other, but that he was- making a base and 
didionourable composition be^wtxt hk re» 
sentmasfet agaiwt the father and his aflbc- 
tion for* the daughter*. He cursed himself, 
as he hurried to and fra in Che pale moon- 
light, and more ruddy gleams of the expi* 
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* 

ring wood- fire. He thfrew open and shult 
the latticed windows with violence, as if 
alike impatient cf the admission and exclu- 
sion of free afr. At lengthy however, the 
torrent of passion foamed off its madness^ 
and he threw himself into the chair, which 
he proposed as his place <^ xepose for the 
night. 

** If, in reality," — such were the calmer 
thoughts that followed the first tempest of 
his passion-^* If, in reality, this man de^ 
aires no more than the law dilows him—- 
if he 19 wilting to adjust even hh adknow-. 
ledged rights upon an equitable footing, 
what could be my father's cause of com- 
plaint ?«— -what 1*9 mine ?«~Those from whom 
we won our aiicient possessions fell under 
the sword, of my ancestors, and left lands 
and livings to the conquerors ; we sink 
under the force of the }aw, now toopower^ 
ful for the Scottish chivalry. Let us parley 
with the victors of the day^ as if we had 
been besieged in our fortress and without 
hope of relief. This man may be other 
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than I have thought him ; and his daugh- 
ter — ^but I have resolved not to think upon 
her." 

He wrapt his cloak around him, fell 
asleep, and dreamed of Lucy Ashton till 
day-light gleamed through the lattices. 
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CHAPTER lb 


We worldly mea* when we tee fnends aild kioame»t 
Past hope sunk in their fbrtunes, lend no hand 
To lift them iip, bat rather set our feet 
Upon their heads to pren thent to. the bottom^ 
An I must yield with |ou I practiaed it; 
But new! see yoaiti a way to rise* 
I;can and.wiJl assist yon.— — - 


The Lord Keeper carried with him to ai 
couch, harder than he was accustomed to 
stretch himself upon, the same ambitious 
thoughts and political perplexities, which 
drive sleep from the softest down that ever 
apread a bed of state.. He had sailed long 
enough amid the contending tides and cur- 
rents of the time to be sensible of their 
perily.and of the necessity of trimming his 
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^essd'to the prevailfaig wind^ if he would 
have her escape shipwreck in the storm. 
The nature of his talents^ and the timo^ 
Tousness of disposition connected with 
thein» had made him assume the pliabilitjr 
of the versatile did Earl of Northampton^ 
who explained the art by which he kept 
his^ ground during ail the Ganges of statCt 
from the reign of Henry VIIL to that of 
Elisabeth, by the frank avowal, that he was 
bom of the willow, not of the oak. It had 
ticcordingly been Sir William Ashton's po- 
licy on ail occasions to watch the changes 
-in the political horizon, and, ere yet the 
conflict was decided, to negociate some in«^ 
terest for himself with the party most likely 
to prove victorious. His time-serving dis* 
^sition was well known, and excited the 
contempt of the mote daring leaders of 
both factions in the state. But his talents 
^ere of a useful and practical kind» and 
iiis legal knowledge held in high estima^ 
tionj and they so far counter-balanced other 
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deficiencies, .that those in power were glad 
to use and to reward, though without trust- 
ing or respecting bitn* 
• The Marquis of A- ' had used his ut- 
Tiiost influence to e^ct a change ia the 
Scottish cabiileti atid'hii^ schemes had been 
of Ikte so well laid and so ably supported, 
that there appe^ed a very great chance of 
his proving ultimately successful He did 
not, however^ feel so strong or so confident as 
to neglect any means of drawing recruits to 
his standard* The acquisition of the Lord 
Keeper was deemed of some importance, 
aiid a friend, jperiectly acquainted with his 
circumstances and character, became re- 
sponsible for his political conversion. 

When this gentle^ian airrived at Ravens- 
'wood Castle upon a visit, the real purpose 
of which was disguised under general cour- 
tesy, he found the prevailing fear, which at 
present beset the Lord Keeper^ was that of 
danger to his own person from « the Master 
of Ravenswodd« The langu^e which the 
hlind sybil, old Alice, had used \ the sud- 
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den appearance of the Master armed, and 
within his precincts* immediately after he 
jiad been warned against danger from him ; 
the cold and haughty return received 19 
exchange for the acknowledgments with 
which he loaded him for his timely protec- 
tion, had all made a strong impression on 
his imagination* 

So soon as the Marquises political agent 
found how the wind sate, he began to insi- 
ouate fears and doubts of another kind, 
scarce less calculated to affect the Lord 
Keeper. He enquired with seeming inter- 
est, whether the proceedings in Sir Wil- 
liam's complicated litigation with the Ra- 
venswood family was out of court, and set- 
tled without the possibility of appeal ? The 
Xx>rd Keeper answered in the affirmative ; 
but his interrogator was too well informed 
to be imposed upcm. He pointed out to 
him, by unanswerable arguments, that some 
of the most important points which had 
been decided in his favour against the 
House of Rayenswood, were bable to be 
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reviewed by the Estates of the ICiogdoni^ 
i.€. by the Scottish ParUamenty upon an 
i^peal by the party injared, or» as it 'was 
techmcally termed, ** a protestation for re- 
meid in law." 

The Lord Keeper, after he had for some 
time disputed the legality of such a pro- 
ceeding, was compelled, at length, to com* 
fort himself with the improbability of the 
yoiing Master of Ravenswood finding fiiends 
in parliament, capable of stirring in so 
weighty an a&ir. 

<* Do not comfort yourself with that false 
hope,** said his wily friend; ^< it is possible, 
that in the next session of pM*liament| young 
Ravenswood may find more friends and fa* 
your even than your lordship." 

<< That would be a sight worth seeing,** 
said the Keeper scornfully. 

«• And yet," said his friend, ** such things 
have been seen ere now, and in our own 
time. There are many at the head of af- 
fairs even now, that a few years ago were 
under hiding for their lives ; and many a 
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qiWK&fQg #n pbte <tf «ilver, that wts faiu 
t^ "eat his crowdy with<«it a bicker j and 
nmiy a high h^ad h9t boon brought fiiU 
low among us in as abort a space* Scott 
cf Scotstarvet's < Staggering State of Scots 
Statesmen/ of whioh cufjoos memoir yoa 
shewed ine a manuscript, has beeii outr 
stiiggeared in oiir time." 

The hmd Keeper answered with a deep 
HS^9 *' that these mutations were no new 
sighte in Scotland, and had been witnessed 
long before the time of the satirical author 
he had qaoted. It was maay a Jong yc^,* 
he said) V since Fordun had quotedf as aQ 
ancient pro verily ' m^pue Sma, nequejirm^ 
^nec fOfdeM Seoius^ prm^immmifi mnh 
diUf diu duraJnt in terraC"* 

<< And be assured, my ^^sf^fsfmed friend,*^ 
was the answer, << that even y^ur long ser« 
vices to the i^te, c^ deep legal knowledge^ 
will not save you, .or render your estajte 
stably if the Marquis of A-— --^ comes in 
with a parliament »Gcot^g to his will. 

VOL. II* , « 
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You know that the deceased^Lord Ravm»- 
wood was his near ally, his lady behig €ftk 
m descent from the Knight of TiUtbardiad ^ 
and I am well assured that he will take 
y^ng Ravenswood by the hand, and (^ 
fais very good lord and kinsman. Why 
should he not ?-*-he is an active and stirring 
young fellow, able to help himself with 
tongue and hands ; and it is such as ^e 
that find friends among their kindred, and 
not those ^inarmed and unable Mephebo- 
flbeths, that are sure to be a burthen to 
every one that takes them up. And so, i£ 
these Ravenswood cases be called over the 
coals in parliament, yon will find that the 
Mavquis will have a <^row to pluck widi 
you.** 

'^ That would be an evil requital,* said 
the Lord Keeper, << for my long services to 
the state, and the ancient rei^ct in which 
I have held his lordship's honourable fami* 
ly and person.'* 

<* Aye, but," rejoined the agent of the 
Marquis, <« it is in vain to look back ^n 
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padt service and auld respect, ntj lord-^it 
^libe present service utid imtnediate ptooft 
0f regard, which, in these sitddery tiflie^ 
will be expected by a tiian like the Mar* 
^uis." 

The Lord Keeper now saw the fall tirift 
t>rhis firiiend's argument, but he wats too 
cautious to return any positive answer. 

** He knew not,** lie sard, <* the service 
which the Lord Marquis could expect from 
tme of his limited abilities, that had nM (^« 
ways stood at his command, still saving 
and reserving his duty to bis king atad cou9q. 
try.*' 

Having thus said laothiMg, while he seetaii^ 
ed to say t^*ery thing, for the exception '^as 
calculated to cover whatever he might afl 
ter wards think proper to bring under it, 
l^ir WilHatn Ashtoii changed the conversa- 
tiOn, nor did he again permit it to be intro^ 
duced. His gu^t departed^ w^ithout having 
brought the wily old statesman tlie letagth 
of committing himself, or of pledging him« 
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self io any future lioe of cooduct, but with 
like certainty that he had alarmed bis fears 
in a most sensible point, and 4aid a founda* 
tion for future and farther treaty. 

When he rendered an account of his ne* 
goeiaticm to the Marquis, they both agreed 
that the Keeper ought not to be permitte4 
to relapse into Mcurity, and that he should 
be plied with new subjects of alarm, espe- 
cially daring the absence of his lady. They 
Vfere well aware that her proud, vindictive, 
ib4 predominating spirit^ wouU be likely 
to supply him with the courage in which he 
was deficient — ^that she was immovably 
attached to the party now in power, with 
whom ^he maintained a dose correspond- 
ence and alliance, and that she hated, 
without fearing, the Ravenswopd fraiily, 
whose more ancient d^nity threw discre- 
i^^on the newly acquired grandeur of her 
husbandly to such a degree that she would 
have perUed the interest of h^r own hous^ 
to have the prospect erf* altogether crushing 
that of her enemy. 
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Ladj Ashton was^ now absent The 
business which bad long detained her in 
Edinbui^hy had afterwards induced her to 
travel to London, not without the hope 
that she might contribute her share to dis- 
concert the intrigues of the Marquis at 
oourt, for she stood high in favour with 
the celebrated Sarah, Dudiiess of Marlbo- 
rough, to whom, in point of character, she 
bore considerable reseoddance. It was ne- 
oenarjr to press her hudMmd hard before 
her return ; and, as a preparatory stqp^^ 
Uie Marqitts wrote to the Master of Ra- 
venswood the letter which we rehearsed 
in> a former chapter.^ It was cautiously 
worded, so as ta leave it in ^e power of 
the writer hereafter to take as deep^ or as 
slight 9n interest in the Iwtunes of his 
kinsnuin, as the progress of bis own schemes 
might require. But however unwilling, as 
a' statesman, the Marquis might be to epm* 
mit himself or assume the charact^ of a 
patron, while he bad nothing to give away, 
it must be said to has honour, that he felt 


a Bttong iBclinttion efibctuaUy to befiiend 
the Mastei; of Raveoswood, as weli as to um^^ 
his name as a means of alaraiiDg the terrors, 
of the Lord Keeper. 

Ab tiie messenger ^o carried this lettar 
was to pass near the house of the Lord. 
Keeper,^ he ha4 it in direction^ thai ia the 
village aci^ining to the park gate <rf* the 
castle, his* horse should lose a shoe» and 
that, while it was replaced by the smith c^ 
the place, he should express ^fae utmott 
regret for the necessary loss of time, and 
in the vehemence of his impattei|oe» giM 
h to he understood, that he was bearing a 
message from the Marquis of An .1, ■(■.ta. 
the Master of Ravenswood, upon a^ matter 
cf life and death. 

This news, with exaggerati<»is, was wpee^ 
dily carried from various quarters to tbe 
ear^ of the Lord Keeper, and each reporter 
dwelt upoi^i the extreme impatience of the 
courier, and th^ surprising short time ia 
which be had executed his journey. The 
anxiow ststoiHiiaii teard in sileace } but ie 
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pftlrate Lockhard received orders to watch 
the courier oo hit return^ to wa7*lay hiia> 
in the village^ to< p}y him. with liquw it 
possible, and to use all meansi fair or fovi^ 
to kAmi the ooiiiten(» of the letter of which 
be waa titer hearer^ But aa-this plot had. 
been foi^eseen, the measenger returoedby- 
a diUbreiit and diatant road> and tibm ea« 
eaped the snare that wa$< laid ferrhi«i«> 

After he had been, in vain expected for 
aome time^ Mr Dingwall had orders to 
make, especial enquiry nmong his clients of 
H^difa-bope^ whether such. a. domestic be- 
k>nging to^ the Marquis of Ar—- had ac« 
teiall)r arrired at the neighbouring castle. . 
'Dm was eastly^ascertained (.for Caleb had« 
been in the inllage one morning by- five 
is^cl^k^t^ borrow ** twa chappins of ale 
and a kipper^ for the messenger's refredii^ 
aaenty and the poor fellow had beenall^for 
twenty.£our hours at Luckie Sma'trash's^ 
in consequence of dining upon <* saut sau* 
mon and spur drink." So that the exist* 
ancQ oC a correspondence betwixt the Mar« 
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qufs and bis distressed kiminan, which 
l^lliam Ashton bad sometimes treated as 
a bag. bear, was proved b^ond tbe possi- 
bility of ftirther dOubt^ ' 

The alarm of the Lord Keeper became 
veiy serious. Since the Claim of Rights the 
power of appealing Trom the decisions <^ 
the civil court to the estates of parliament, 
which had formerly been held inoompe- 
tetit, had in many instancies been claimed, 
and In sorhe allowed, and he had no small 
reason to apprehend the issue, if the- Scot- 
tish pariiatAent s^hould be disposed to act 
tfpott the protestatioifi of the Master of 
Ravenswood ^ for remeid in Jaw*" It 
woiild resolve into an equitable ciaiixH and 
be decided, perhaps, upon the broad pria* 
ciples of justice, which were not quite so 
favourable to the Lord Keeper as those 
of strict law. Meanwhile, every report 
which reached him served to render the 
success of the Marquises intrigues the more 
probable, and the Lord Keeper began to 
think it indispensible, that he should look 
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roupd for some ii^d of protectioa agaiaat 
the contiBg storm* The timidity of hit 
temper induced him to adopt m^isures oi 
OMxipromise and conciliatiop. The affidr 
of the wild buU» properly manag(d» Hugh^ 
he thought, be made to.&cilitate a per- 
sonal commumcatioa and reconciliatioii 
betwixt the Master and himself. He would 
then le^ra^if possible, what his awn ideas 
.were of the extent of bis rights, and the 
meansof enforcii^ them ; and perhiq^ mat- 
ters might be broMgbt to a compromise^ 
where m9 party was wealthy, and the other 
,so very poor. A reeonciliation with Rayeoi 
wood was Ukely to give him an opportunity 
to play his own game with the Marquis of 
A—-—. ^ And besid^" said be to him- 
selfy ** it will be an act of generosity to 
.raise up the heir of ikh distressed family ; 
and if he is to be warmly and effectually 
befriended by the new govemMnt, who 
knows. iM% my virtue may prove its own 
reward ?\ 
. Thiis thought Sir William As&ton, co« 
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▼^Bg^wkh no unusual Mlf^delusidfl his in^ 
tefesled views with a hue of virtue ^ and 
having attained tbi» point, his fancy strayed 
still farther He began to bethink himself 
^ that if Ravenswood was to have a disdii- 
g»i$bed place of power and trust^-and if 
Ifuch a union would sopite the heavier part 
^ his unadjusted claimB-^there might bt 
worse matches for his daughter Lucy— -the 
Master might be reponed against the at- 
iaindet^-^Lord Ravenswood was an ancient 
title, and the alKance wouM» in some mea^ 
'sure, legitimate his own possession of th^ 
greater part of the Master's spoils, and 
make the surrender of the rest a subject 
^ less bitter regret.'' ^ 

' With these mingled and multifarioua 
'plans occupying his head, the Lord Keeper 
av^led himself of my Lwd Bittlebrains' re- 
peated invitation to his residence, and thus 
came wkhin a very few miles of Wolffs Crag. 
'Here he found the lord of the mansiton ab- 
sent, but was courteously received by tbe 
lady, who expected her busband'a immedi- 
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ate wtiiro. ; She exfmssed her fMilk»ikr d^ 
light at ae^g Miss. Ash«oii» and appoiateck 
Hie hoands ta be takeo out for« the.Lcird 
Jle^^er^ ifieeial aowseineiit^ Hereadilgr- 
eotered.inta ^the; psoposal* as gtviag him ear 
tpjK>rtunity to reccmiKiitre WolTs Ciagb 
a»d pechi^ to mak^ some acquaintancei 
^ith. tbe omntTf if he should be tended 
imn his desolate massion by the cbase» 
JU>ckhar4 bad hta. orders to endeavour ott 
his {nort to laake some acquaiutaiiee* witli 
thi^jniQates^f the.castle, iuidwe. have, seem ^ 
hiQ^i he placed his ^lart^ . 
^ The accidental .rtorm: did sBore to ftifr 
jtb^irJ^Lord Keeper's pkui of forming a ^ 
pjersonal acquaintauee with young Ravem^; 
.Yfood^ than bt$ most sanguine expectatimif. ^ 
•iiould have anticipated*. His fear <vof the 
young, nobleman's personal resentment had : 
greatly decreased], since he considered -him « 
as formidaUC' firom his legsl^laims, .i^d 
i^e means he- might hwe > of, enforcing . 
,them« But a)|haugh he^tho^ht^ pot un- 
ir^easomibly, ^at cMoUy ,desp^^cate circum%^. 


^mmm 


flllHi M MT lilWIiMII - 

sCmcm drove mm^ oa d€8p€rfld;e Mani^ 
mtM, it was not witkoot a secMl temur^ 
wkkh abook hia heart witiiiii kia^ that iie 
Amt fek himsalf ■ enckaed witfain the deacK 
1Mb towttr of Wolf's Cragf ; a piaoe to w^ 
iMedy firom aolitiido and atrettgtbt to be m 
aoene oi violence and vengeance^ The 
atem reception at first given to them bjr 
tlie Master of Ravimswood^ and the diffi^ 
mhy ho ffelt in explaimng to that injuied 
BoMeman what guests were under the sheU 
ler of his roof, did not sooth these alarms } 
so that when Sir WilMaaa A^hton beard fete 
door of the eonrt^yard shut behind him witb 
violence, the words of iUice rung in his 
ears, «<tAat he had drawn on mattei^ too 
kairdljr with so ierce a race as tbo^ of Rh^ 
iretiswodd, and that they would bide thek 
tkne to be avenged.'* 

The subsequent frankness of the Mas^ 
ter's hospitality, ais their ifcquaintance hi^ 
eii^ased, abated the apprehensions these re- 
collections were calculated' to excite ; and 
it did not escape Sir William^ Ashton, that 
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it was^ to Ifucy'a itum and beauty be #\9Nid 
the. change in tbtir hosif a belMrtottt* 

AIL t&ese thoughts tbrbogbd Ufon hiui^ 
hiImi^ he toak (tosaasskoi of the seor^ 
daopbir. The mm hmip, the unfuroaBlied 
apartqaenlv . ntore r^scaiMiaga priaon thaa 
a place of eidiaary rqpose, the liowse tnA 
ceaaeiMa sound of tlie wares nishtng againak 
the base of the rode on wlifich the castle 
was founded, saddeiad. and perpldxed ht» 
fliiiid* To Us owti succeasikl ttaohiiia#t 
ttoBSy tbe ruin of thte.faaiily had beta in m 
great measuie: owin^^ but hja dispopilioa 
waa csttSty tmd not drod ; so tittt actualljp 
lo witness ilhedes^laiioii and distresa he had 
bkaadlf oecattoned, was aa pakifoi to haa 
aa it would be to thii Jukmaoe nmtresa of a 
Imiilj Superintend iaparaon the executioa 
of the kaabs and pdisltry which ate killed 
by her own directions. At the same time» 
when he thought of the alternative, of re- 
storing to Ravenswdod a large proportion 
of his spoils, or of adopting, as an ally 
and meiiy^er of his own &mi]|y, the heir of 
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this ioipoverisbed bomet . he felt as- the « 
spider may be -supposed to do, when his. 
whole weby the intrieacies of which, had 
been platmed wkh so oiudi art^ is de^. 
stroyed by the chance sweep of a bfoom.. 
And then, if he should eommit himsitf tooc 
far in this mattert it gave rise to a periioos. 
question, wfaidi^ many a good hnriband,: 
when under temptation to act as a free: 
9^nt, has asked < hioMelf without bekig. 
dbletoretumasatisfiictory answer; *< What 
will my wife— what will Lady Ashtan say 7^ 
On:tfae wholes iheeaisrest length, to^tke rcr, 
scAutiiw in wiiioh »inds of a weaker cast M» 
^ten take refu^ He resolved to watcdr 
•rents, to take advantiigie of drenmstanoea 
aa they ocewredy and regulate. bos conduek 
accMdiogly* In this spirit of tempof izin^ 
p(4icy, he at length composed his jnind to 


wEBL^ 


t ■■ ll>M n 


TBS Baas n jjamtaMootu 


\ ■ > - 


S9 


{*. 


^ AFTER U» 

«A^l%^|iotf Ibave ^OHt me IWy^tforthaddifiiyof 

vhich you must excuse m^ I( is an ofier that friendsbif 
eeHs upon me to do, and no way ofl^Dsive to you, since I de- 
tire no^ng Imt right ppon bojih. mdn*^ 


W«sif RnveosiTMid and his guest met 
* the mormng, the ^kioin of the Maiter^e 

spirit had ixk part returned. He^ also, had 
fassed a nigfat ratbes of. refleotioD thui of 
sloniber V wd the feelkigs which he ootM 
aot but entertain towards Lucy Ashton» 
h<ld to support a severe conflict against 
those which he had so , long nourished 
against her father. To cksp^ in friendship 
the hand of the enemy-of his liouse, to en- 
tertain him under his roof» to exchange 
with hioa the courte^es and the kindness 
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of domestic familiarityy was a degradation 
which his proud spirit could not be bent 
to without a struggle. 

But the ice being once broken, the Lord 
Keeper was resolved it should not have time 
again to freeze. It had been part of bis 
plan to stun and confuse Ravenswood's 
iAmB, by a complicated and tedmical 
statement of the matters which had been 
in debate betwixt their families* justly 
tUnkias it would be difficult for a youth 
of his age to follow the expositions of 
» practical lawytt» coaoeraing actiooa of 
cwBpt and reckooifig, and of multiple* 
IKHiidiBgs, and .^judication and wadsets, 
p^opat mA improper, wd poindings of the 
ground add declarations of expiry of the 
legal. Thus, thought Sir William, I shall 
have all the grace of* appearing perfectly 
QQiumuDicative^ while my party will de«- 
liive very little advantage from any thing 
I may tall him. He therefore ; took K$^ 
venswood aaide into the deep rqcess of a 
window in the hall, and resuming the 
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course of the preceding* evenii^ expfwaed^ 
a hope that his young fmaA would mmuoM 
some patience, in order to bear bim eotM 
into a minnte and explanatofy detail of 
tfiose unfortunate drcumstanees, in which 
his late honourable father had stood at va«. 
nance with the Lord Keeper. The Mas<» 
ter of Ravengwood coloured highly, but 
was Silent ;, and the Lord Keeper, though 
not greatly approving the sudden height 
emng of his auditor's comptexioB, co«^ 
menced the history of a bond for twenty 
thousand marks, advanced by his hUhtr im 
Hie Atber of Allan Lord Ravens wood, mA 
was proceeding to detail the raeeatorial 
proceedings by which this large sum had 
been rendered a debihkm Jkndi,. "whtn he 
was intei^upl;ed by the Master* 

^ It i» not in this ph^/' be said, <^ that 
I can hear Sir William Aahton's^ toptoBA* 
tion of the matters in quesfeion het^ireeii 
tts. It is not h^r^ where my &ther ^edi 
of a brdien heart, that I ean wtib decency 
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or temper investigate the cause of his dtt^ 
tresis. I might remember that I was a sonf 
aiid forget the duties of a host. A tim^ 
however, there must com^ when thoM 
thingr shall be discussed in a place and im 
a presence where both. of us will luive equaF. 
freedom to speak' and ^ hear/' 

** Any time," the Lord Keeper said». 
** any place was alike to those who soujo^fc' 
nothing but justice. Yet it would seem he- 
was, in fairness, entitled to some premon^^. 
tion respecting' the grounds upon which? 
Ike Master proposed to impugn the whole* 
ti'ain of legal pnoceedtngs, which had beoi^ 
st> 11^11 and ripely advJsed^in the only courts 
competent.'^ 

" Sir William Ashton,*' answered the* 
Master with warmth/ <^ the lands which 
you now oecupy were granted to my re-- 
mote ancestcH^ for services done with ltts» 
sword again8t> the Bnglish invaders. Hdw . 
they have glided from us by a train of pro»: 
oeedings tbat seem* to be. neither sale, nor. 
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ai9f tgage> nor adjudication for debt, but & 
nf^n-descript and entai^led mixture of aUr 
these ijghte-*-how annunUrent has beea* 
aequmulated upon principal^ and no nook 
or coign of legal advantage left unoccupied,; 
until our intei^eafe in.our hereditary proper*, 
ty seems to have melted away like an idde^ 
in thaw^ir-all this you understand better 
t^tin I do. I am willing, however, to sup* 
pose^ from the frankness of your conduct 
towards me,, that- 1 may in. a gteat measure- 
have mistaken your character^ and that, 
tliii^ may have appeared right and fittinfi 
to>you,a skllfuland practised lawyer, wbid^ 
to my ^psorant understanding seem very 
Uttle short of injustice apdigMsa oppiM* 
aton,**' 

^ And yoU| my dear Master,"* answeredi 
Sk William, << jou, permit me tOwsay, have* 
been equidly. mttrepresented to me. I was. 
tei^ht to«believe you a fierce, imperious^ 
hot-headed youth, ready, at the alightesfc/ 
pravocatioo^HoAhiow yours wMd ioto the> 


scales of justice, and to appeal to those 
rude and forcible measures from which ci« 
vil polity has long fMrotected the people of 
iStotland* Then, since we were mutualljf 
mistaken in each other, why should not the 
young nobleman be willing to listen to the 
old lawyer, wbMe, at least, he explains the 
points of diflference betwixt them i'*^ 

'* No^ my lord," answered Raven^wodd ; 
'* it is in the Estates of the' nation, in the 
snpireme Court of P^iiiametit, that we must 
pudky together. The belted loodki and 
Idughts of Scotland, her ancient peers and 
haronage, must decide, if it is their will that 
a house, not the least noble of their memk 
bets, shaU be stripped o{ their possessions, 
the reward of the patriotism of generations^ 
as the pswn of a wretched mechanic be- 
comes forfeit to tiie imirer the inrtaiit the 
hour of redemption has passed away. If 
they yield to the grasping severity of the 
creditor, and to the gnawing uwry that 
eats into our lands as moths into raiment) 
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jt will be of more evil consequeace to tlien 
apd tbeir pofterity than to Norman R^vemh 
wood-^I shall still have my siword and my 
cloak, and can. follow the profeisftioa of arms 
wherever a trumpet shall sdund/' 

As he pronounced tliese words, in a firfli 
yet melancholy toBfb he ra^pedthki eyes, asd 
suddenly encoui4ared tii^se of Lucy Ash* 
ton^ who had stolen unawares on their ia* 
terview, and observied her 1oo1e0 fastened 
on them with an eEpressioQ of ^jiMusiastie 
interest and admiration^ w^ich had r^pt her 
for the moment beyopd the fear of disco* 
very. The nc^le ibirxp aqd ,fiae f^atTires of 
EavenswQO^ fired with tM pfide of birth 
and sense of internal digntty'^tbe mellow 
and expressive tones of his voice, the deso» 
late s^ate of his fortunes, and the ind^r« 
ence with which he seemed to endure and to 
dare the w<H»t that might befidl, rendered 
him a daageroas object of contemplation 
for a nuidien already too much disposed to 
dwell upon recollectioas connected with 
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iiim. When their eyes encoHotered eac4i 
^rtlier, both blushed deepljt cdftscious 
iome utrong tntemal etnotioa, and 
«gam to meet each other's look* 

Sir William Asfa^on had, <^f course, close- 
ly watched ike expression of their coottte* 
fiances. ^ I need feflkr," thought he to 
himself, *« neither Parliament nor protesta* 
tion; I have an effiM^tual mode of recond^ 
ling myscilf with *tiiis hot- tempted yonng 
fellow, in case he shall became formidable. 
The present object is, at all events, to avoid 
committing ourselves. The hook is fixed ; 
we will not strain the line too soonwt is as 
well to Teserve the privil^e of slipping it 
loose, if we do not find the feh worth land* 
ing.** 

In this selfisli and chiel calculation upon 
the supposed attachment of Ravenswood 
to Lucyj he was so far from consid^ng thtf 
pain he might give to the former, by thus 
dallying with bis affedtions, that he did not 
even think ^pon the risk of involving his 
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^«6tn daughter in the perils of an unfor- 
tunate paasion^ as. if her predilection^ 
vhich could not escape his attentioq, were 
like the flame of a tapert which might be 
lighted or extinguished at pleasure. But 
Providence had prepared a dreadidl T^ui- 
tai for 4his keen observer of human pas- 
sions, who liad^ qpent his life in securing 
advantages to himself t^ artfoUjr working 
ugoix the passions of others. 

Caleb Balderstone now came to announce 
that breakfiist was prepared i for in those 
days of substantial feeding, the reliques of 
the SE^per amply furnished forth the morn- 
ing mead* Neither did he iR>rget to pve* 
sent to the Lord Keeper, with great reve* 
fence, a morning-draught in a large pewter 
cup, garnished with leaves oi parsley and 
scurvy-grass. He craved pardon, of course^. 
£or havii^ omitted to serve it in the great 
ftflver standing cup as behoved^ . being, that 
It was at present in a stiversmith's in.£klin- 
burgh, for the purpose of being pv^l^id. , 
with gilt 
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** In EdinUirgh sore enough}" laid Ra- 
.vcDswood ; '* but in what plsce. or £or 
vhat purpose, I am afraid neither you nor 
I know." 

** Aweel !" nxi Caleb peevishly, *' that's 
• nan standing at the gate already this 
morning — that's ae thing that f ken — Dbei 
your honour ken vhether ye will 'apeak wf 
him or no ?" . 

** Does be wish to speak with me, Ca> 
leb?" 

*< Lets will DO serve tum," said Caleb ( 
" but ye had best take a visie of bun 
through the wicket before i^ening tbe 
gate— its no every ane we suld let into this 
castle." 

** What ! do yon suppose him to be a 
messenger come to arrest me for debt ?" 
and Ravenswood. 

*' A messenger arrest your honour fiof 
debt, and in your Castle of Wolf s Crag ! — 
Your honour is jeastiug wi' auld Caleb Uiia 
morning." Howevn-, he whispered in bis 
ear as be followed bim out, *< 1 would be 
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loth to do ony decent man a prejudice in 
your honour's gude opinion ; but I Wad take 
twa looks of that chield before I let hitn 
ivithin these walls." 

He was not an officer of the law, however ; 
being no less a person than Captain Craigen- 
gelt, with his nose as red as a comfortable 
cup of brandy could make it, his laced 
cocked-hat set a little aside upon the top 
of his black riding periwig, a sword by his 
side, BXid pistols at his holsters, and his per- 
son arrayed in. a riding suit, laid over with 
tarnished lace, — the very moral of one who 
would say, Stand, to a true man. 

When the Master had recognized him, he 
ordered the gates to be opened. •• I sup- 
pose," he said, " Captain Craigengelt, there 
are no such weighty matters betwixt you 
and me, but what may be discussed in this 
place. I have company in the castle at pre- 
sent, and the terms upon which we last 
parted, must excuse my asking you to make 
part of them." 

TOL. II. c 
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Craigengelt, although iM>ssessing the yery 
perfection of impudence, v^as somewhat 
abashed by this unfavourable reception^ 
«* He had no intention," he said, " to force 
himself upon the Master of Ravenswood's 
hospitality — he was in the honourable ,ser. 
vice of bearing a message to him from a 
friend, otherwise the Master of Ravens wood 
should not have had reason to complain of 
this intrusion." 

" Let it be short, sir," said the Master, 
** for that will be the best apology. Who 
is the gentleman who is so fortunate as to 
have your services as a messenger ?" 
. " My friend Mr Hayston of Bucklaw," 
answered Craigengelt, with conscious im- 
portance, and that confidence which the ac« 
knowledged courage of his principal iiispl'. 
red, " who conceives himself to have been 
treated by you with sbmething much short 
of the. f espect which he had reason to de- 
mand, and therefore is resolved to exact 
satisfaction. I bring with me," said he, 
taking a piece of paper out of his pocket. 
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*« the precise length of his sword ; and he 
Inquests you will meet him, accompanied 
by a friend, and equally armed, at any place 
within a mile of the castle, when I shall 
give attendance as umpire or second on his 
behoof." 

^ Satisfaction — and equal arms T' repeat- 
ed Ravenswood, who, the reader will re- 
collect, had no reason to suppose he had 
given the slightest offence to his late in« 
mate — •* upon my word. Captain Craigen- 
gelt, either you have invented the most im- 
probable falsehood that ever came into tlie 
mind of such a person, or your morning- 
draught has been somewhat of the strong- 
est. What could persuade Bucklaw to send 
fne such a message ?" 

^* For that, sir," replied Craigengelt, ** I 
am desired to refer you to what, in duty 
to my j6piend, I am to term your inhospi« 
tality in excluding him from your house^ 
without reasons assigned." 

*• It is impossible," replied the Master ; 
«( he cannot be such a fool as to interpret 
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actual necessity as an insult. Nor db I 
believe, that, knowing my opinion of you^ 
captain, he would have employed the ser- 
vices of so slight and inconsiderable af per- 
son as yourself upon such an errand, as I 
certainly could expect no man of honour 
to act with you in the oflBce of iimpire."^ 

" I slight and inconsiderable !" said 
Craigcngelt, raising his voice, and laying 
his hand on his cutlass ; " if it were not 
that the quarrel of my friend craves the 
precedence, and is in dependence before 
my own, I would give you to under- 
stand" 

^* I can understand nothing upon your 
explanation, Captain Craigengelt. Be satis- 
fied of that, and oblige me with your de- 
parture." \ 

^* D- — n !" muttered the bully j « and 
is this the answer which I am to carry back 
to an honourable message ?" 

^\ Tell the Laird of Bucklaw," answered 
Ravenswood, *« if you are really sent by 
him, that when he senas qie his cause of 
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grievance by a person fitting to carry such 
an errand betwixt him and me, I will ei- 
ther explain it or maintain it." 

<< Then, Master, you will at least cause 
to be returned to Hayston, by my hands, 
his property which i& remaining in your 
possession/^ * 

" Whatever property Bucklaw faay have 
left behind him, sir," replied the Master, 
*^ shall be returned to him by my servant, 
as you do not shew me any credentials 
from him which entitle you to receive it" 

'^ Well, Master," said Captain Craigen- 
gelt, with malice which even his fear of the 
consequences could not suppress ; ** you 
have this morning done me an egregious 
^rong and dishonour, but far more to 
yourself* A castle indeed ?" he continued, 
looking around him ; << why this is worse 
than a coupe^gorge house, where they re- 
ceive travellers to plunder them of their 
property." 

'<« You insolent rascal," l^aid the Master, 
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raising his cane^ and making a gra3^«t4lnt 
captain's bridle, ^* if you dp not depart 
without uttering another ^ syllable, I will 
l^atoon you to death.** . 

At the motion of the Master towardi^ 
hifQy the bully turned so sharpiy royndf 
that With some difficulty he escaped thronr- 
i|>g dpwn his bourse, whose hoofs struck 
fire from the rocky pavement in every di-* 
rection. Recovering him, however^ with 
the bridle, he pushed for the gate, and 
rode sharply back again in the direction of 
the village. 

As Ravenswood turned round to l^y<^ 
tliie court-yard after this dialogue, he found 
^hat the Lord Keeper had descended from 
the hall, and witnessed, though at the di&* 
tance prescribed by politeness, his inter* 
view with Craigengelt. 

«« I have seen," said the Lord Keeper, 
<* that gentleman's face, and at no great 
distance of time — his name is Craig-^ 
Craig — something, is it not ?" 

" Craigengelt is the fellow's name," said 
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the Master, *' at least that by which he 
passes at present/' 

, " Craig-in- guilt," said Caleb, punning 
upon the word craig, which in Scotch sig- 
nifies throat ; " if he is Craig-in-guiit just 
now, he is as likely to be Craig-in-peril as. 
ony chield I ever saw— the loon has woodie 
written on his very visnomy, and I wad 
wager twa and a plack that hemp plaits 
his cravat yet," 

*' You understand physic^omy, good 
Mr Caleb," said the Keeper, smiling ; •' I 
assure you the gentleman has been near 
such a consummation before now — for I 
most distinctly recollect, that, upon occa- 
sion of a journey which I made about a 
fortnight ago to Edinburgh, I saw Mr 
Craigengelt; or whatever is his name, un- 
dergo a severe- examination before the 
Privy Council." 

*' Upon what account ?" said the Master 
of Ravenswood, with some interest. 

The question led immediately to a tale 
which tl^e Lord Keeper had been very 
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anxious to introduce, when he could Gnd 
a graceful and fitting opportunity. He 
took hold of the Master's arm, and led him 
back towards the hall. ** The answer to 
your question,'* he said, " though it is a 
ridiculous business, is only fit for your own 


ear. 

As they entered the hall, he again took 
the Master apart into one of the recesses 
of the window, where it will be easily be- 
lieved that Miss Ashton did not venture 
again to intrude upon their conference. 
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CHAPTER III. 


Here is a fiither now^ 


Will truck his daughter for a foreign venture^ 
^ Make her the stof^gap to some cankered feud* 
Or fling her o'er» like Jonah, to the fishes, 
To appease the sea at highest. 

Anonymous, 

The Lord Keeper opened his communi- 
cation with an appearance of unconcern, 
marking, however, very carefully, the effect 
of his. communication upon young Ravens* 
wood. 

" You are aware,'' he said, " my young 
friend, that suspicion is the natural vice of 
our unsettled times, and exposes the best 
and wisest of us to the imposition of art- 
ful rascals. If I had been disposed to lis-* 
ten to such the other day, or even if I had 

C 2 
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been the wily politician which you have 
been taught to believe me, you, Master of 
Ravenswood, instead of being at freedom, 
and with full liberty to solicit and act 
against me as you please, in defence of 
what you suppose to be your rii^hts, would 
have been in the Castle of Edinburgh, or 
some other state prison ; or, if you had es- 
caped that destiny, it must have been by 
flight to a foreign country, and at the risk 
of a sentence of fiigitation." 

" My Lord Keeper," said the Master, 
" I think you would not jest on such a sub- 
ject — yet it seems impossible you can be io^ 
earnest." 

** Innocence," said the Lord Keeper, "is 
also confident, and sometimes, though very 
excusably, presumptuously so." 

<< I do not understand," said Ravens- 
wood, ** bow a consciousness of innocence 
can be, in any case, accounted presumptu^ * 


ous." 


" Imprudent, at least, it may be called," 
said Sir William Asbton^ << since it is apt 
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to lead us into the mistake of supposing 
that sufficiently evident to others, of whiish^ 
in fact, we are only consctoiis ourselves. I 
have known a rogue, for this very reaMny 
make a better defence than an innocent man 
could have dcHie in the same circumstances 
of suspicion. Having no consciousness, of 
innocence to support him, such a fellow 
applies himself to all the advantages which 
the law will afford him, and sometimes (if 
.his counsel be men of talent,) succeeds in 
compelling his judges to receive him as in- 
nocent. I remember the celebrated case 
of Sir Coolie Condiddle of Condiddle, who- 
was tried fbr theft under trust, of which all 
the world knew him guilty, and yet was 
not only acquitted, but lived to sit in judg*' 
ment on honester folks/' 

*« Allow me to beg you will return to 
the point," said the Master ; " you seemed^ 
to say that I had suffered under some sus- 
picion." 

"Suspicion, Master? — -ay, truly— and I 
cap shew you the proofs of it } if I happen . 

11 ' 
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only to have them with ine.— ^Hpre, Xx>ck« 
hard"— His attendant came-^-^* Fetch me 
tiie little private mail with the padlocks, 
that I recommended to your particular* 
charge— d'ye hear ?' 

" Yes, my lord.^ Lockhard vanished ; 
and the Keeper continued asif half speak* 
ing to himself. 

*« I think the papers are with me-^I 
think so» for as I was to be in this country, 
it was natural for me to bring them with 
itae, I have them, however, at Ravens- 
wood Castle, that I am sure of— so perhaps 
you might condescend'* - 

Here Lockhard ebteted, and put tlie 
leathern scrutoire^ or mail-box, into his 
hands. The Keeper produced one or two 
papers, respecting the information laid be- 
fore the Privy Council, concerning the^ 
riot, as it was termed, at the funeral of 
Allan ix>rd Ravenswood, and the active 
share he had himself taken in quashing 
the proceedings against the Master. These 
documents had been selected with care, so 
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as to irritate the natural curiosity of Ra- 
yenswood upon suah a subject^ without gra^ 
tifping it, yet to shew that Sir William 
Ashton had acted upon that trying occa* 
sion the part of an advocate and peace- 
maker i)etwixt him and the jealous autho- 
rities of the day. Having furnished his host 
with such subjects for examituition, the 
Lord Keeper went to the break&st-table, 
and entered into light conversation^ ad** 
dressed partly to old Caleb, whose resent* 
ment against the usurper of the Castle of 
Ravenswood began to > be softened by his 
famili^ity^ and partly to his daughter. 

After perusing these papers^ the Master 
of Ravenswood remained for a minute or 
two with his hand pressed against his brow, 
in deep and profound meditation. He 
then again ran his eye hastily over the pa- 
pers, as if desirous of discovering in tl^m' 
some deep purpose, or some mark of fabri- 
cation, which had escaped him at first pe- 
rusal* Apparently the second reading con- 
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firmed the opinion which had pressed upon 
him at the first, for he started from the 
stone bench on which he was sitting, and, 
going to the Lord Keeper, took bis hand, 
and, strongljr pressing it, asked his pardon 
repeatedly for the injustice he had done 
him, when it appeared he was experiencing, 
at his hands, the benefit of protection to 
his person, and vindication to his cha- 
racter. 

The statesman received these acknow* 
ledgments at first with well-feigned sur- 
prise, and then with an afiectation of frank 
cordiality. The tears began already to 
start from Lucy's blue eyes at viewing this 
unexpected and moving scene. To see 
the Master, late so haughty and resei*ved^ 
and whom she had always supposed the in* 
jured person, supplicating her father for 
forgiv^iess, was a chsmge at once surpri* 
sing, flattering, and afie.cting. 

** Dry your eyes, Liicy," said her father ; 
•* why should you weep, because your fa- 
ther, though a lawyer, is discovered to be 
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a fair and hoDOuritble man ? — What have 
you to thank. me for, my dear Master," he 
continued, addressing Ravenswood, ** that 
you would not have done in my case? 
* Suum cuiqve tribwioi v^s» the Roman jus- 
tice, and I learned it when I studied Justi* 
nian* Besides, have you not overpaid me 
a thousand times in saving the life of this 
dear child ?*' 

"Yes," answered the Master, in all the 
remorse of self-accusation ; ^* but the little 
service I did was an act of mere brutal in^* 
stinct ; yowr defence of my cause, when you 
knew how ill I thought of you, and how 
much I was disposed to be your enemy> 
was an aot of generous, manly, and consi- 
derate wisdom." . 

« Pshaw !" said the Lord Keeper, '* each 
of us acted in his own way ; you as a gallant 
soldier, I as an upright judge and privy- 
councillor. We could not, perhaps, have 
changed parts — at least I should have 
made a very sorry Tawridor^ and you, my 
good Master, though your cause is so ex<» 


64 


•TALES OF MT LANDLORD. 

/ 


cellent, might have, pleaded it perhaps 
wojrse yourself, than I who acted for you 
before the counciL" 

'< My generous friend!'' said Ravenswood ; 
and vtrith thatbriefword, which the Keeper 
had often lavished on him, but which he 
himself now pronounced for the first time, ' 
he gave to hH feudal enemy the full confi- 
dence of an haughty but honourable heart* 
He had been remarked among his contem- 
poraries for sense and acuteness, as well aa 
for his reserved, pertinacious, and irascible 
character. His prepossessions accordingly, 
however obstinate, were of a nature to give 
way before love and gratitude ; and the real . 
charms of the daughter, joined to the sup* 
po&ed services of the father, cancelled in his 
memory thevows of vengeance which he had 
taken so deeply on the eve of his father's 
funeral But they had been heard and r&. 
gistered in the book of fate. 

Caleb was preseni; at this extraordinary 
scene, and he could conceive no other rea> 
son for a proceeding so extraordinai>y than 
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an alliance betwixt the houses^ and Ravens* 
wood Castle assigned for the young lady's 
dowry. As for Lucy, when Ravenswood 
uttered the most passionate excuses for his 
ungrateful negligence, she could but smile 
through her tears, and, as she abandoned 
her hand to him, assure him, in broken ac- 
cents, of the delight with which she beheld 
the complete reconciliation between her fa- 
ther and her deliverer. Even the states- 
man was moved and affected by the iiery^ 
unreserved, and generous self-abandonment 
with which the Master of Ravenswood re^ 
nounced his feudal enmity, and threw him- 
self without hesitation upon his forgiveness. 
His eyes glistened as he looked upon a cou* 
pTe who were obviously becoming attached^ 
and who seemed made for each other. He 
thought how high the proud and chivalrous 
character of Ravenswood might rise under 
many circumstances,in which he found him« 
^elf ** over-crowed,'' to use a phrase of Spen« 
:er, and kept under, by his brief pedigree, 
and timidity of disposition* Then his 
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daughter-^^is favourite child->-his ccHi- 
0tant play- mate— ^eenied formed to live 
h^ppy in a union with such a command^ 
ing spirit as Ravenswood; and even the 
fine, delicate, fragile form of Lucy Ashton 
seemed to require the support of the Mas^ 
ter*s muscular strenorth and masculine cha- 
racter. vAnd it was not merely during a 
few minutes that Sir William Ashton look- 
*ed upon their marriage as a probable and 
even desirable event, for a full hour inter* 
vened ere his imagination was crossed by 
recollection of the Master's poverty, and 
the certain displeasure of Lady Ashton; 
It is certain, that the very unusual flow of 
kindly feeling with which the Lord Keeper 
had be^n thus surprised, was one of the 
circumstances which gave much tacit en« 
couragement to the attachment between 
the Master and his daughter, and led both 
the lovers distinctly to believe that it was 
a connection which would be most agree- 
able to him. He himself was supposed to 
have admitted this effect, when, long after 
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t]ie catastrophe of th^ir Ibvci be . used ^to 
wani his hearers against permitting their 
feelings to obtain an ascendancy over their 
jpcigment^, and affirm tbat the greatest misi^ 
fortune of his life was owing to a'irery'tein* 
porary predominance of sensibility over 
aelf-interest. It must be owned, if such was 
^he casC) he was long and severely punish- 
ed for an otfence of very brief duration. 
_ After some pause» the Lord Keeper fe- 
mimed the conver^tioo. — ** In your sur* 
. prise ^t finding <me an honester man .than 
you expected, -you have lost your curiosity 
Hbout this Craigengeit, my good Master; 
and yet your name was brought in in the 
course of that matter too." 

^f The scbundrd !" said Ravenswood j 
<^ my connection with him was of the most 
temporary nature possible ; and yet I was 
very foolish to hold any communication 
with him at all. — What did he say of me ?'* 
*• Enough;" teid the Keeper, ** to excite 
the yery loyal terrors of some of our sages^ 
who are for proceeding against men on 
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the mere grounds of suspicion or mercena-. 
ly informatipn^-Some nonsense about your 
proposing to enter into the service of 
France, or of the Pretender, I don't recol- 
lect which, but which the Marquis of A , 

•one of jroiiH^esx friends, and another per- 
son, one of your worst and most interested 
enemies, could not, some' how, be brougbt 
to listen to." 

^* lam obliged to my honourable friend— 
and yef'^shaking the Lord Keeper's hand 
— ^< and yet I am still more obliged to toj 
honourable enemy." 

^< Inimicus amkismim^^, said the Lord 
Keq)er, returning the pressure j " but this 
gentleman — this Mr Haystoun of Bucklaw 
— I am afraid the poor young man — I heard 
the fellow mention his name— is under very 
bad guidance." 

*« He is old enough to govern hinfself,'*' 
answered the Master. 

" Old enough, perhaps, but scarce wise 
^ enough j if he has chosen this fellow for his 
fidus Achates. Why, he lodged an informa- 
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tioa against hiin--^hat is, such a confiye* 
qUence might have ensued from his exa- 
mination, had we not looked rather at the 
character of the witness than the tenor of 
his evidenced' - 

<^ Mr Haystoun of Bucklaw," said the 
Master, /^ is, I believe, a most honourable 
man, and capable of nothii^ th^t is mean 
or disgraceful*" 

'^ Capable of much that is unreasonable 
though, that you must needs allow, MiEUSi- 
tfiT* Death will soon put him in possession 
of a fair estate, if he hath it not already ; 
old Lady Girnington— an excellent per- 
son, excepting that her inveterate ill-na- 
ture rendered her intolerable to the whole 
world — ^is probably dead by this time. Six 
heirs portioners have successively died to 
make her wealthy. I know the estates well ; 
th^ march with my own—a noble pro- 

iperty." 

** I am. glad of it," said Ravenswooid, 
" and should be more so, were I confident ' 
that Bucklaw would change his company 
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and habits with his fortunesu This appear^ 
ance of Craigengelt, acting in the capacity 
of his friend, is a most vile augury for his 
future respectability." 

** He is a bird of evil omeft, to besure,'* 
said the Keeper, << and croaks of jail and 
gallows-tree.— -But I see Mr Caleb grows 
impatient for our return to breakfast." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

• 

Sir^ bUlj at home and take an old man's oooncil; 
Se^ not to bask you by a strangei^s hearth ; 
Our own blue smoke is wanner than their fire. 
Domestic food is wholesome^ though 'tis homely^ 
And foreign dainties poisonous, though tastefuL , 

The French Couriemi^ 

The Master of Ravenswood took an op- 
porhinity to leave his guests to prepare for 
their departure, while he himself made the 
brief arrangements necessary previous to 
his absence from Wolf's Crag for a day or 
two. It was necessary to communicate 
sfith Caleb oh this occasibn, and he found 
that faithful servitor in his sooty and ruin- 
ous den, greatly delighted with the depar- 
ture of their visitors, and compntiilig how 
long, witb good, management, the provi- 
sions which had been unexpended might 
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furnish forth the Master's table. " He's 
nae b^lly-god, that's ae blessing ; and 
Bucklaw's gane» that could have eaten a 
horse behind the saddle. Cresses or water- 
purpie, and a bit oat-cake, can serve the 
Master for breakfast as weel as Caleb. Thau 
for dinner — there's no muckle left on the 
spule-bane ; it will brander though^t will 
brander very weel." 

His triumphant calculations were inter- 
rupted by the Master^ who communicated 
to himi not without some hesitation, his 
purpose to ride with the Lord Keeper as 
far as Ravenswood Castle^ and to remain 
there for a day or two." ^ 

" The mercy of Heaven forbid 1" said 
the old serving-man, turning as pale as the 
table-cloth which he was folding up^ , 

" And why, Caleb ?" said his master, 
** why should the mercy of Heaven forbid 
my returning the Lord Keeper's visit ?" 

•' Ob, sir !'^ replied Caleb—** O Mr Ed- 
gar ! I ^m your servant, and it ill becomes 
me to speak— but I am an auld servant— 


. I 


I 

\ 


THE 9BWE C9 IiAMMEHMOOIU 73 

bave served baith your hiher and good* 
sire, . and mind to have seen Lord Randal^ 
your great-grandfatber*<^ut that was when 
I was a bairn." 

^ And what of all this Balderstone ?" 
answered the Master $ << what can it pos- 
sibly have to do with my paying some or- 
dinary civility to a neighbour F' 

<« O Mr EdgaTi — that is, my lord !" — 
answered the Butler, ^ your ain consci* 
enee teHs yon it isna for your father's son 
to be neighbouring wi* the like o' him— -it 
isna for the credit of the family. An he 
were ance come to terms, and to gi'e ye 
back your ain, e'ea though y^u suld ho- 
fiour his house wi^ your alliance, I suldna 
say na— for the young leddy is a winsome 
1 weet creature*^But keep your ain state 
wi* them*-*I ken th^ race o' them weel«— 
they will think the mair o' ye.^ 

^ Why, now, you go farther than I do, 
CUeb,^ said the Master, drowning a certain 
degree of consciousness in a forced laugh ; 
** you are for marrying me into a family 
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that yoa will not allow me to visk-^^htrw's 
this ? — and you look as pale as death beu 
sides.'' 

" O, sir," repeated Caleb again, *• you 
would but laugh if I tauld it ; but Thomas 
the Rhymer, whose tongue couldna be 
faiise, spoke the word of your house that 
will e'en prove ower true if you go to Ra- 
vcnswood this day— O that it should c*er 
have been fulfilled in my time !" 

** And what is it, Caleb ?" said Ravens- 
wood, wishing to sooth the fears of his old 
servant. 

Caleb replied, "he had never repeated 
the lines to living mbrtal-^tbey were told 
to him by an auld priest that had been 
confessor to Lord Allan's father wh^n. thi 
family were catholic. But mony a time," 
he said, '^ I hae soughed thae dark words 
ower to mysel), and, well-a-day j little did 
I think of their coming round this day."- 

«« Truce with your nonsense, and let itfe 
hear the doggrel which has put it iotp your 
head^^' said the Master impatiently. 

> 10 . . 
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WiUi a qnivering Tcrice, and a cheek pale 
with apprehension, Caleb faoltered out the 
following lines :— 

^^ Whea the last Laird of Raveasirood to RaTeniwood 

shall ride^ 
And wooe a dead maiden to be his brjde. 
He shall stable his steed in the Kelpie's flow^ 
And liis name shall be lost for evermoe !'* 

" I know the Kelpie's flow well enough j 
I suppose, at least, you mean the quick- 
sand betwixt 1})is tower and WolPs-hope ; 
but why any man in his senses should stable 
a steed there** 

«*"0, never speer ony thing about that, 
gir — ^^God fiwrbid we should ken what the 
prophecy means— i-but just bide you at 
hoime, and tet the strangers ride to Ra- 
venswood by themselves. We have don^ 
aneugh for them ; and to do mair, wcHild 
be mair against the credit of the iamily 
than in its favour/' 

> •* Wdl, Caleb,'* said the Master, " I give 
vQu the best posnble credit fdr your good 
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advicfe on this occasion ; but aa I do not 
go to Ravenswood to ^ek a bride» dead or 
alive, I hope I shall chuse a better stable 
for my horse than the Kelpie's quick-sand, 
and especially a?: 1 have alwa}*s bad a par- 
ticular dread of it since the patrole of dra- 
goons were lost there ten years since. My 
father and I saw them from the tower 
struggling against the advancing tide, and 
they were lost long before any help coald 
reach them." 

<< Antl they deserved it wed, the soutli- 
em loons,'' said Caleb ; ** what had they 
ado capering on our sands, and hindering 
a wheen honest folk frae bringing on shore 
a drap brandy ? 1 hae ^een them that busy, 
that I wad hae fired the auld culverin, or 
the demisaker that's on the south bartizan 
at them, only I was feared they might burst 
in the gainging off.^ 

Caleb's brain wan now fully ei^ged 
with abuse of the English soldiery and ex- 
cisemen, so that his master found no great 
difficulty in eaci4[nng from him and re/ofti- 
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tog his guests. All was now ready for their 
departore j and one of the Lord Keeper's 
grooms -kaving saddled the Master's steed, 
they mounted in the court-yard. 

Caleb had, with much toil, opened the 
double doors of the outward gate, and 
tiiereat stationed himself, endeavouring, 
by tlie reverential, and, at the same time, 
consequential air which he assumed, to 
supply, by his own gaunt, wasted, and 
thin person, the absence of a whole baro- 
nial establishment of porters, warders, and 
liveried menials. 

The Keeper returned his deep reverence 
with a cordfal farewell; stooping at the 
SMnetime from his horse, and sliding into 
the Butler's hand the remuneration, which 
in those days was always given by a de« 
parting guest to the domestics of the fa- 
mily where he had been entertained. Lucy 
smiled on the old man with her usual sweet- 
ness, bade him ^ adieu, and depOMted her 
guerdon with a grace of action, and. a 
geptleness of accent, which could not have 
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iailed to have won the. ikitbfiil reteinerti 
heart, but for Thdtoas the Rhymer^ saxl 
the succe»»ful law^^suit i^aiijist lua masten 
As it was, he might have adopted the lao* 
guage of the Duke, in As y#w like it-^ * 

^ ThoTl wouldst have better pleased me with this deed, 
if thou hadst told me of anodler father." 

Eavenawood was at the lad;^'s bridki^ 
rein, encouraging her timidity, and guiding 
her hoilse carefully down the rocky paili 
which. led to the moor, when one of the 
servants announced from the rear that Qu. 
leb was calling loudly after them, desii^ 
ring to speak with hia master* Raveasi^ 
wood felt it would look singular to neglect 
this summons, although inwardly cursing 
Caleb for his impertinent officiousness^ 
therefore he was compelled to relinquialji 
to Mr/Lockhard the agreeable duty in 
t^hich he was engaged, and to ride back to 
the gate of the court-yard. Here he was 
beginning, somewhat peevishly, to ask Ca^ 
leb the cause of his clamour^ when the good 
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mid man es^tmedf ^* Whkhty sir ! whisht, 
mod kl) me speak just ae word that I could* 
aa say afore folk«— *ther0"^puttiQg into 
rfais lord's haad the money he had just 
reeeived)--***^ there's three gowd pieces— 
.and ye'll want siUer up-bye yonder — but 
.stay, whisht now l** — ^for the Master was 
beginning to exclaim against this transfer- 
cttcet— '' n^ver say a word, but just see to 
get them changed in the first towaye ride 
thfougb,, for they are bran new frae the 
jaunty and kenspeckle a wee bit.** 
. ^* You. forgett Caleb/' .said his master, 
striving to force back the money on his 
servaoty and extricate the bridle from his 
liold~*^ You forget that I have some gold 
pieces left of my own« Keep these to your* 
self, my old friend i and, once more» good 
day to you. I assure you I have plenty, 
<You know you have managed that our living 
ishould cost us little or nothing.'' 

•• Aweel," said Caleb, •* tliese will serve 
for you another time } but see ye hae 
aneugh, for, doubtless, for the credit of 
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the hmily, there maun be rome chrSity to 
the servants, and ye maun hae somcttung 
to mak a show wkb when they say, Maft> 
ter, Will you bet a broad piece I Then yt 
maun tak out your purse, and say, I oareaa 
if I do ; and tak care no to agree on the 
articles of the wager, and just put up youff 
purse again, and*' 

** This is intolerable, Caleb*-»I really 
must be gone.*" 

« And you will go, then ?** said Calebs 
loosening his hold upon the Master'a cloak, 
and changing his didactics into a pathetic 
and mournful tone->--*^ And you wiU go^ 
for a' I have told you about the prophecy,, 
and the dead bride, and the Kelpie^s quick- 
9and?-«-Aweel ! a wilful man maun hae bk 
way-— he that will to Cupar maun to Cupan. 
But pity of your life, sir, if ye be, fowling 
or shooting in the Park — beware of drink- 

ing at the Mermaiden's well iHe*s ganei 

he's down the path, arrow-flight after her! — 
The head is as clean ta'en aff the Raveaa* 
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wood family this day, as I wad chap the 
bead aff a sy bo ^ 

The oM Butler looked long after his 
ttaster, often clearing away the dew as it 
rose to his eyes, that he might, as long as 
posstblet distinguidh his stately form from 
those of the other horsemen. ^* Close to 
her bridle-rein — ay, close to her bridle* 
lein !— Widely saith the holy man, • By 
this also you may know that woman hath 
dominion over all men ;' — and without this 
lass would not our ruin have been altoge* 
ther fulfilied." 

With an heart fraught with such sad au- 
guries did Caleb return to his necessary 
duties at WolPs Crag, so soon as he could 
no longer distinguish the object of his 
anxiety among the groupe of riders, which 
diminished in the distance. 

In the mean time the party pursued their 
route joyfully. Having once taken his re- 
solution, the Master of Ravenswood was 
not of a character to hesitate or pause upon 

D 2 
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it He abandoned himself to the pleasure 
he felt in Miss Ashton's c<mipany» and dis- 
played an asdduous gallantry, which ap- 
proached as nearly to gaiety as the temper 
of his mind and state of his family permit- 
ted. The Lord Keeper was much struck 
with his depth of observation, iind the un- 
usual improvement which he had derived 
from bis studies. Of these accomplish* 
floents Sir William Ashton's profesuon and 
habits of society rendered him an excellmit 
judge ; and he well knew bow to appreciate 
a quality to which he himself was a total 
atranger, the brief and decided dauntiess- 
ness of the Master of Ravanswood's disposi- 
tion, who seemed equally a stranger to doubt 
and to fear. In his heart the Lord Keeper 
jrejoiced at having conciliated an adversary 
so formidable, while, with a mixture of 
pleasure and anxiety, he anticipated the 
great things his young companion might 
achieve, were the breath of court-favour to 
ifill his sails. 


»- 
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«* What could she desire," he thought^ 
his mind always conjuriag up opposition 
in the person of Lady Ashton to his now 
prevailing wish— ^* What could a woman 
desire in a match, more than the sopiting 
of a very dangerous. claim, and the alliance 
of a son*in-law, noble, brave, welUgifted, 
and highly- connected — sure to float .when- 
ever the tide sets his way; — strong, exactly 
where we are weak, in pedigree and in the 
temper of a swordsman ?— Sure no reason- 
able woman would hesitate-— But, alas 1?—- 
Here bis ailment was stopped by the con- 
sciousness that Lady Ashton was not al- 
ways reasonable, in his sense of the word* 
^< To prefer some clownish Merse laird to 
the gallant young nobleman, and to the 
secure possession of Ravenswood upon 
terms of easy compromise— it would be 
the act of a madwoman T 

w 

: Thus pondered the veteran politician, 
.until they reached Bittlebraiqs Hous^, 
where it had been previously settled t;hey 


w 
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were to dine and repose themselves, tod 
prosecute their journey in the afternoon. 

They were received with an excess of 
hospitality ; and the most marked attention, 
was offered to the Master of Ravenswood, 
in particular, by their noble entertainer** 
The truth was, that Lord Bittlebrains had 
obtained his peerage by a good deal of 
plausibility, an art of building up a chaf ae- 
ter for wisdom upon a very trite style of 
common-place eloquence, a steady obser- 
vation of the changes of the times, and 
the power of rendering certain political 
services to those who could best reward 
them'. His lady and he not feeling quite 
easy under threir new honours, to whiclt 
use had not adapted their feelings, were 
very desirous to procure the fraternal 
countenance of those who were born de. 
nizens of the regions into which they had 
been exalted from a lower sphere. . The 
extreme attentions which they paid to the 
Master of Ravenswood, had its usual effect 
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in exalting his importance in the eyes of 
the Lord Keeper, who, although he had 
a reasonable degree of contempt for Lord 
Bittlebrains'^ general parts, entertained a 
high opinion of the acuteness of his judg- 
ment in matters of self-interest. 

♦* 1 wish Lady Ashton had seen this,* 
was his internal reflection y << no man 
knows so well as Bittlebrains on which 
side his bread is buttered ; and he &wn» 
on the Master like a beggarls messan on a 
cook. And my lady, toa, bringing forward 
her beetle-bix)wed misses to skirl and play 
upon the virginals, aa if she said, pick and 
ehuse. They are no more comparable to 
Lucy than an owl is to a cygnet* and sa 
they may carry their black htovfs to^ a 
farther market •'^ 

The entertainment bei^g ended, our tnu 
vellers,-who had still to measure the kmg* 
est part oi their journey, resumed theif 
horses ; and after the Lord Keeper, the 
Master, and the domestics,, bad drunk dock- 
andorroch, or the stirrup-cup, in the li- 

2 


86 TALEB OF MY LANOLOAD. 

quors adi^pted' to their various r«aks» the . 
cavalcade resumed its progress. 

It was dark by the time they eatered 
the avenue of Ravenswood CastlCy a lot^ 
straight line leading directly to the front 
of the house, flanked with huge elm*tree% 
which sighed to the night- wind^ as if they 
compassionated the heir of their ancteitf 
proprietors^ who now returned to their 
shades in the society, and almost in the re* 
tinue, of their new master. Some feelioga 
of the same kind oppressed the mind of 
the Master himself. He gradually became 
silent, and dropped a little behind the 
lady, at whose bridle-rein he had hitherto 
waited with such devoticm. I£e well re^ 
collected the period, when, at the same 
hour in the evening, he had accompanied 
bis father, as that nobleman left, never again 
to return %q it, the mansion from which 
he derived his name and title. The ex- 
tensive front of the old castle, on which 
he remembered having often looked backf 
was then ^[ as black as mourniag weed*' . 
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The same front now glanced with many 
lights, some throwing far forward into the 
night a fixed and stationary blaze, and 
.pibers hurrying from one window to ano- 
ther, intimating the bustle and busy pro 
<|Mtration preceding their arrival, which had 
been intimated by an avant-courier. Tiie 
.Contrast pressed so strongly upon the Mas- 
ter's heart, as to awaken some of the sterner 
feelings with which he had been accus- 
tomed to regard the new lord of his pater- 
nal domain, and to impress his counte- 
nance with an air of severe gravity, whei^ 
alighted from his horse, he stood in the 
hall no longer his own, surroanded by the 
numerous menials of its present owner. 

The Lord Keeper, when about to wel- 
come him i^ith the Cordiality which their 
late intercourse seemed to render proper, 
became aware of the change, refrained 
from his purpose, and only intimated tl^ 
ceremony of reception by a deep reverence 
to his guest, seeqding thus delicately to 
share the feelings which predominated on 
his brow. 
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V 

Twof upper domestics, bearing each a 
huge pair of silver candlesticks, now mar% 
shalled the company into a large saloon 
or wkh-drawing room, where new altera^ 
tions impressed upon Ravenswood the su« 
perior wealth "of the presei>t inhabitants 
of the castle. The mouldering ts^estry, 
which, in his father's time, had half oo- 
vered the walls of this stately apartment, 
and half streamed from them in tatters, 
had given place to a complete finishing 
of wainscot, the cornice of which, i^ well 
as the frames of the various compart- 
ments, were ornamented with festoons of 
fiowers and with birds, which, though car* 
ved in oak, seemed, such was the art of 
the chise), actually to swell their throats,, 
and flutter their wings. Several old fami- 
ly portraits of armed heroes of the house 
of Ravenswood, together with a suit or 
two of old armour, and some military wea- 
pons, had given place to those of King 
William and Queen Mary,^ of Sir Thomas 
Hope and Lord Stair, two distinguished 


THE MUDS OF UUfMUMOOB* 80 

• 

Scottish lawyers. The pictures of lSb% 
Lord Keeper's father aod mother were who 
to be wen ; the latter, sour, shorewish, and 
aolemii, in her black hood and close pin* 
aers, with a book of devotbn in her hand| 
tbeibraier, exhibiting beneath a black silk 
Geneva cowl, or scuUcap, wluch sate aa 
clMe to the head as if it had been shaveo» 
a pinched, peeviiAi, puritanical set of fea* 
titfes, terminating in a hungry, reddish, * 
peaked beard, forming on the whole a 
countenance, in the expression of which 
the hTpocrite seemed to contend with the 
miser and the knave* And it is to make 
room for such as ^hese, thought Ravens* 
wood, that my ancestcH-s have been torn 
from the walls which they erected. He lodc# 
ed at them again, and, as he looked, the re» 
collection of Liiqy Ashton (tor she had not 
entered the apartment with them) seemed 
less lively in his imagination. There were 
also two or three Dutch drolleries, as the 
pictui'es of Ostade and Teniers were then 
termed, with one good painting of the Italian 
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•eboak Tkera was, besides* m noble tbU« 
Irogth of tbb Lwd Keefier in his robes rof 
c^lce^ placed bimde his lady in ^tUc and ec# 
mine^a haughty beauty, bearing ia heriodka 
all the pfideof the House of Ckniglas^ froM 
whidh she was descended. . The painter^ 
BOtwtthstattding his skill, oi^ereome by the 
reality, or, perhaps, from a suppraNCxl 
sense of humour, had not been able to 
give the husband on* the i^SAvass that- uc 
of awful rule and right supremticy, whtob 
indicates the full posse^ssion of domastbe 
•nthority. It was obvicms, at the^ &rt 
glance, that,, despite mace and gold fragai 
the Lord Keeper was somewhat hen^peclfri. 
ed. The floor of this fine saloon was liod 
with rieh carpets, huge fires blazed in the. 
double chimnies^ and ten silver sconces re* 
fleeting, with their bright plates, the lighte 
which they supported, made the whoie 
seem as brilliant as day. 

t* Would you chuse any refreshment^ 
Master?" said Sir William Ashton, nofe 
unwilling to break the awkward silence* 
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/ .He received no answer, iihtf JMaster boi. 
log so bi«Hly -engaged in markiqg' the \mih 
ous changes which had taken 4>lace in the 
aj^artmen^ that he hardly heard the Lord 
Keeper address him» A repetition of the 
€^r of refreshment, with the addttioa» 
&at tiie family meal would be presently 
nsdy, compelled his attention, and • re- 
floiaded him> that he acted a weak, perr 
Jbaps even a ridit^ulous part, in sufiering 
himself to be overcome by the ctrcun^ 
stances in which he found himself* He 
compelled himself, therefore^ to enter int* 
Donveisation with. Sir William Ashtoo,witb 
as much appearance of indifference as he 
could well command* 

'* You will not be surprised, Sir WitliaBi» 
that I am inteiested in the changes you 
have made for the better in this i^rtment^ 
Ih my father's time, after our misfortunes 
compelled him to live in retirement, it was 
little used, except by me as a play-room, 
when the weather would not permit me to 
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go abroad* In that recess was my liide 
wofk-shop, where I treasured the few car« 
penter^s tools which old Caleb procured 
for ine» and taught me bow to use — ^there^ 
in jTonder corner, under that handsome 
silver sconce, I kept my fishing-rods, and 
hunting poles, bows, and arrows/' 

♦* I have a young birkie,*' said the Lord 
Keeper, willing to change the tone of th€ 
conversation, " of much the same turn- 
He is never happy, save when he is in 
the field— I wonder he is not here. — Here» 
Lockhard — send WiHiam Shaw for Mr 
Henry — I suppose he is, as usual, tied to 
Lucy's apron* string— -that foolish girl, Mais* 
ter, draws the whole hmily after, her at 
her pleasure." 

V Even this allusion to his daughter, 
though. artfully thrown out, did not recal 
'Ravenswood from his own topfc, 

" We were obliged to leave,'^ he said, 
^ some armour and portraits in this apart* 
ment-i— may I ask where they have been 
removed to ?" 
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. •* Why,*' .answered the Keeper, with 
some heiitatioJi^ *< the room was fitted up 
in our absence — and cedant arma Uig^ if 
the maxim ^of lawyers you know— I am 
afraid it has been here somewhat too li- 
terally complied with. I hope — I believe 
they are safe— *I am sure I gave orders- 
may I hope that when they are recovered 
and put in proper order, you will do me 
the honour to accept them at my hand» as 
an rtonement for tlieir accidental derange- 
ment 7" 

The Master of Ravenswood bowed stifly, 
and, with folded arms, again resumed his 
survey of the room. 

Henry, a spcnlt boy of fifteen, burst 
into the room, and ran up to his fathef. 
«* Think of Lucy, papa j die has come 
bMfie so cross uid so fractious, that she will 
not go down to the stable to see my new 
poney, that Bob Wilson brought from the 
Mull of Galloway." 

*^ I Uiink you were very unreasonable to 
ask her,** said the Keeper. 


•» Then you are* as cross a^ she is,*' an- 
itwered the boy ; <* and when mamma comes 
Home Bhell claw up both your mittens." 
. " Hush your impertinence, you little 
forward imp,** said his father ; « where iff 
your tutor ?• 

^ Gone to a wedding at Dunbar— I hope 
he'll get a haggis to his dinner ;** and he 
began to sing the old Scottish song, 

" There was a haggis in Dunbar* 

Fal de ral^ &c. 
Monj better and few waur^ 

Fal de ral," &c. 

*' ■■ ' * ' 

« I- am much obliged to Mr Cordcry 
Sot his attentions/' said the Lord Keeper ; 
^ and pray who has had charge of you 
%hile L was away, Mr Henry ?" 

•« Norman and Bob Wilson — ^forbye my 
own self/' 

• " A groom and a game-keeper^ and 
your 'own silly self^ — proper guardians for 
a young advocate !-— Why, you will never 
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know any statutes but those agaiiiBt shoots 
ing red. deer, kilito^ salmon, and* ^ ■ ■ 

<< And ^eakiog of red-game/' said the 
young scape-grace, ioterrapting his father 
without scruple or hesitation,- *< Norman 
lias shot a buck, and I shewed the branches 
to Lucy, and she says they have but eight 
tynes, and she says that you killed a deer 
v^ith Lord Bittlebrains' hounds, when yott 
were west away, and do you know she says 
it had ten tyncsr-is it true ?• 

" It may have had twenty, Henry, for 
what I know ; but if you go to that gen* 
tleman he can tell you aU about it«^Go 
speak to him, Uenry-r-it is* the Master of 
Ravenswood." 

While they oonversed thus, the father 
and son were standing by the fire $ and the 
^Master having walk^ 'towards the upper 
end of the ip^rttnent, stood with bis baek 
towards them, apparently engaged i«i exaS- 
aoining one of the paintings. The boy ran 
up to him, and puUed him l^ the skirt 
ot the coat with the freedom of a spoilt 
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child, saving, ^ I say, mv-^if you pltsase 

to tell miT but when the Master turn* 

ed round, and Henry saw his face, he be- 
came suddenly and totally disconcerted-— 
walked two or three steps backward, and 
still gazed on the Master with an air of 
fear and wonder, which had totally ba- 
nished from his features their usual ex- 
pression of pert vivacity. 

<* Gome to me, young gentleman,'' said 
the Master, ^ and' I wiU tell you all I 
know about the hunt" 

<< Go to the gentleman, Henry,** said bit 
fiither, ^* you are not used to be so shy." 

But neither invitation nor exhortation 
had any effect xm the boy. On the con* 
trary, he turned round as soon as he had 
completed his survey of the Master, and 
walking as cautiously as if he had been 
treading upon eggs, he glided bac^k to his 
Iblher, and pressed as close to him as pos^ 
rible. Ravenswood, to avoid hearing the 
dispute betwixt the father and the over* 
mdulged boy, diought it most polite to 
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tnro his fice onoe more towards tiie 
tares, and pay no attenktOQ to what thejr 
said. 

^* Why do you not speak to the Master, 
you little focA F' said the I^oid Keeper* 

<^ I am afraid," said Henry, in a very low 
tone* 

'< Afraid, you goose !** said his father^ 
giving him a slight shake by the orikHr« 
^ What in9ke8 you afraid ?^ 
; ^ What n^es him so like the picture 
of Sto MaBse.Raveii«wood, then r said the 
boy» whispering. 

«^ What picture, y6u natoral r said his 
£^er. ** I mseA to think ytf ii only a scape^ 
gmoe, but I beUeve tyou wfli turn out a 
bom idiot'*. 

. «« I tell you it isi the ptctore of.oU Ma^ 
Iiae of SavensvBOod, and be is. as like it as 
if he hid loupen out of the^caavas ; and ill. 
is up in the old Baron^s hall ^t the matdi 
launder the*, cibthes. in, ami it has armour 
and not a coat liiie the g^itlemao, and he 
has not a beard and whii^ers like the pio* 
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tare, and it has another kind of thing 
about the throat and no bend^ttrings as he 

has, and" 

, , *^ And why should not the gentleman be 
like bis ancestor, you silly boy ?" said the 
Lord[ Keeper. 

<< Ay i but if he is come to chase us all 
put of the castle,", said the boy, " and has 
twenty men at his back in disguise-^-and is 
come to say, with a hollow voice, I bide mg 
lN0i6;~«nd is to kill you on the hearth* as 
Malise did the other man, and whose Uood 
is still to be seen !" 

<< Hash ! nonsense !*' said the Lord Keep- 
er, not himself much pleased to hetir th^sie 
disagreeable coincidences forced on his no- 
tice* *^ Master, here comes Lockhwd to 
say dinner is served." 

And, at the same instant, Lucy entered 
at another door, having changed her dress 
since .her return. The exquisite feminine 
beauty of her countenance, now aliaded 
only by a profusion of sunny tresses ; the 
sy IphJike form disencumbered of her heavy 
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riding-sktrt» and mantled in azure silk ; the 
grace of ber manner and of her smile, 
cleared, with a celerity which surprised the 
Master himself, all the gloomy and unfa* 
vourable thoughts which had for some time 
over-clouded hi$ fantr)r. In tbuse &£^ures, 
so simply sweet, he could trace no alliance 
with the pinched visage of tlxe peak beard- 
ed black-capped, puritao, or his atwdied 
withered spouse, with the craft expressed 
in the Lord Keepers countenance, or .the 
haughtiness which, predominated in that of 
his lady ; and, while he gazed on Lucy 
AshCotiji ^e seemed to be an angel de- 
scended on earthy unallied ta the coarser 
mort%ils among whom she deigned to dweU 
fbr a;.season. Such is the power of beauty 
o^ver a youthful and enthusiastic fancy.. * 
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CHAPTER VI. 
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I do too ill in tfaia* 


And moBt not think lint that a parent'^ plaint 
WSJ move the hflMrens to pour fiorth miaeiy 
Upon the bead of disobediency* 
Yet reason teOs tt8» parents are o'erseeD, 
When with too strict » icjn they do hold in 
Their child's alfectioD, and contronl^at iove^ 
Wlucfa the high powers divine inspire them with. 

The Bog haih h$i his Pearl 

. Tax feast ci Bavenswood Castle was itt 
remarkable for its profuaon, as that c^ 
Wolf's Crag had been fm its iU-Teiled pe« 
nuxy. The Ix)rd Keeper might ftel inter- 
nal pride at the contrast, but he had too 
mudi tact to suffer it to appear. On the 
contrary, he appeared to remember with 
pleasure what he called Mr Balderstone's 
bachelor's meal, and to be rather disgusted 
than pleased with the display upon his own 
groaning board • 
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'« We do these thmgs,'' he sud, << be. 
cause others do them'~but I Wat bred a 
l^ahi man at my father's frugal taUe» and 
I should Ufee weU wouFd my wife and fa« 
mily permit me to return to toy sowens 
and my poor-man«<^*miitton." 

This wa» a little over-ttretched« The 
Master only answered^ ** That diff^ent 
ratiks-^I mean,'^ said he^ correcting him- 
aelf» **^ iiSennt degrees of wealth, require 
a dififerent style of hoose-keqping." 

This dry cemack put a stop to fiuiher 
eonversation on. the subject, nor is it ne« 
cessary to record that wMch was substitu^ 
ted in its place. The evening was spent 
with fireedom^ and even cordisdity; and 
Hemy. had.ao far overcome his first appro* 
hensiona^ that be had settled a party foe 
pourmtg a slag ^i^ith the representative and 
living resemblance of grim Sir Malise oi 
Havens wood, called the Revenger. The 
next mornii^ was the apptanted time. It 
rose u|»on active sportsmen and successful 
sport, . The banquet came in course f and 
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a pressing invitatioa to tarry yet anodier 
day wias given and accepted. ' This RiaP 
venswdod had resolved ish^old be the last; 
of his stay ; but he recollected he had Hot 
yet visited the aticient and devoted servant 
of his house, old Alice, and it was but kiffd 
to dedicate one morning' t& the gratificafeion 
of so'ahcitot an'^dherent. ' ^ V 

To visit Alice, thercfarfi,- a da/ was de- 
voted, arid Lucy was the Master^ giiicte 
upon the way. Henry', it is true, accomv: 
panied tfaetn, and took irom their walk ^he 
air of a Ute-a^ter, Hvhile, in reality, it w^s 
little else, considering the variety of df- 
cumstances which occurred to prevent ib# 
boy from gliding the least Mtentibn to whM 
passed between his companioni None a 
rook settled on a braiicb within shot-Hsinoiol 
a hare crossed their path, and Henry and 
his greyhound went astray in pursuit of ft 
-—then he had to hold a long conversation 
with the forester, which detained him a 
while befaihd his companions^-^and again 
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he west to examine the earth of a badger^ 
which cflimed faim on a good way before 
them. 

. The conversation betivixt the Master 
and his sister^ meanwhilCf took an interest* 
iog^and ahaost a .confidentisi torn. She 
coold not help inentianiog her sense of the 
paki he must feel in visitiog scenes so well 
known to him, bearing now an aspect so 
di^rent } and so gently was her sympathy 
expressed, that jRavenswood fe)t it for a 
moment as a full requital of all his misfor- 
toaes* fikume such sentitnent escaped hiin, 
which Lucy heard, with more of coofuaion 
thaa displeasure ; and she may be forgiven 
the imprudence of listening to such lao* 
guagCt considering that the situation^ in 
which slie was placed by her fatjher seemed 
to authorise Rayenswood to use. it. Yet 
she made an effort to* tur0 the ooaveraa^ 
tioQ, and she succeeded ; for the Master 
alw had adipncff^ briber, than he intend*- 
ed^ and his, c<Htfcii^^ had inatantly checks- 


* 

^ spitakiiig 1^ kive io Abe .d«i^;htar df Sir 
William Aihtoo« 

. They now appioicheA the. faui of .old 
^i^Iice, wIsMcb hod of l«le been fosderad 
neore .comfortaUie» aad prMCBled on ,ap» 
pearance kss ptctare8que» perhsps, bot&t 
neator tli«i befive. The cdd iraman waa 
on ber aconatomed seat beneatli die wcapi 
ing. Ifirch^ basking, iwith the Intlaaa enjoy* 
nant of age and infirmity, a the baaaoa nf 
^ aM«an 8UB4 Atthe artwaLof ber'¥i» 
jBtors sbe turned her head towmids *Aefltt 
.^I hear yaar stq>, Mms Aslri^on," she said; 
^ but the gentleman who attends you is ntA 
my lord, your father.'' 

<^ And why should you- think so, AUoe^ 
aaid lAiay ^ ** or how is it possible for 3^01^ 
to judge so accurately by the sound of % 
alep^ com this firm earth, and in the ^ofm^ 
air?' . 

<« My hearing, my chiki» bai>been Aarp^ 
eised by my blindness^ pid loiB now judffo 


nf jifae lUgteiit i6«Nb, ulrick toHttwly 
anehsAoijr ff|i8 as uul w idi id m they.iio«r 
xplwMch jomtsu Necessity is a stenh but 
m eaiceBlrat<s«hoobiiiiMfe8B^ bmA sto thet 
ImA Ipel faai sigktfiiiist ceHect her iaJhtmnu 
toKi wom^ onesf soiMtes* 

^ Wdl» jroa heet a immTs step^ I great 
ky'* seid Lucj i ** but why, AMee, may it 
sot be my it^be^s f* 

*< 'Hw pace of egfv nf U>eei ii tinid ead 
eautioittNi>44be foot tiiEes leeve etf tiw eariJh 
4le«vly^ ani iefifeiittfi down qpoAitwilii 
tefljtaticii ^ Jt «4he bBBty* aod'dMnflim^ 
it^of yoeffti that I now faear». aiid«<-coidd 
I give credit to so strange » liloagbl^H^ 
ehoidd si^ it wis the s|ep of a Baekae* 


>< IWiis indeed^'' saidfiKvenswooi^ ^aa 
arateoMs i^ oigsa^ vMth I cudd not have 
aedited>l|ad lint witwasedit«^I am a» 
deed Hie Master of Ravenswoody Aliee««# 
the son df'ywmm Hm^at/' 

«^1kNi f^ saidilhe<9hi ^«mM with alp^ 


i^r jLi^» 
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fiaveiiftwoed~'hefeu«i timplao^ ttsd tk w 
accompined?-^! oaatibt bedkve: ikm^hfA 
lee pass itiy old kmad <Mrer ]Nmr. filee,^ thut 
aijr tdudr may bter wftBcit ta nyi aMB.** < 

The Master sate dewn basida bar onrtlit 
earthen back, and permitted ber to toadi 
fasft featured withber tcimbUng blmd* * ' 

«< It is indeed r she said^ <^ it iaihe fea» 
tares as weH as the voice of Raveuwobd^-* 
mae high: luies of pride^ as^ell'as the bdd 
wdA bai^ty tiHie^-nBut what d&yott* baae^ 
ifastar ^ BavcnsworiM ^'-irhiat* do :)wi& Hk 
fam eoMafB 4ofmtn; and itt edaipaiijr 
ivith hia rfiild ?* 

^ ii» cftdABce spoke/ her face ktsdl^ as 
probably that of an ancient feudal tttsal 
mighf have doite^ in y^vhme preaeoeeius 
youthihl liegei^ldrd had shewedlaiMna'ajMp^ 
torn of degentontii^ front the- *sjitift>irf^ bm 
aneestors*' / ; - » 


t « 


iaicy^- wb» liked 
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jpKlufatiM, ud H8»* ^testran .to atal%« 
it# . ^f ui.iqp»8 a tristt to^ my dthcari'' ' 
/ > ^ Ittdetd !^' ttid the old blind iMaMOi^iii 
a» aecettfc of mrpaife; 

^ ihxxtm^^ cMrtin^rLucy^ «« I sbmdd' 
do bm a pieanu'e by coadaotiag him to 
yoar xoltage*" 

«< Wfaece, to say the truth, Alice/' said' 
Bavenswoodi <* I earpected a more c6rdial 

^' It ia most voiideiful/' sad the old 
iMiPniij msttarii^ to I^rself ;: ^ biA l^e 
vays of HeawB-aee not Uke otir imys^ aai 
itB^Sudgoaiesita are hroogbt aboofc byAmcoM 
fsrbqro&d ouriathamiog«-i-*H<!0i{iEeii»yaiia^ 
imdjxf sbe said^;. ** yoorfiilber^ werb iaipla^ 
oiMe^ but jfchey. weaahooouiable foei^t they 
sought not to niia their eoeaiieauader the 
mask <^kispitalil^» What hav« you to^ 
niil^ Lucy jMiteoif^why should y^ur stops 
move in the same foot-path with Jitr's ?t-it 
vJBSf shotitdr jiffiiiilriiite sooad la the same 
ahevd and tMe.«M^;^AM»ja(r Sir Wiilia« 
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AMm^ dMghter i^YmxIg mmtrbt i*^. 
MM at revenge by iUkt^mmnkkt Mennrf^*** 

«< Be silent^ vonuiiil^ said Baveiavood 
aternly ; ** is it the devHthat ptonpts your 
itoaot f«-«KiiOTr tfant diia yooog ^Ay iiaa not 
od ewth a fiaeod^ who wouM vettture te>» 
ther to save her from injury or firon ioo' 
afcilt*'' 

: «< And is it even so ?* said the oU wo* 
imiH in an altered but mdanehdy tBne^^ 
Mthen Godkelp yottbolk!'' 

M Amen! Aih^"" e*id Lucy^ wfao^kad 
not conifrcdienied Ike kapoA of vbat.tbo 
bUnil woman had toted^ <* and aend yon 
ymur semes, Alioe» and yohirgood*hamanr. 
tf you hold this mysterious laopn^ io^ 
steid of welcomii^ your friends, they will 
think of yon as other ptofiedo."* 

<< And how dof othor people thiiik?'' 
said Bavenswood, Ar he ako btgSB to lUnk 
the old woamm 8p<|be with. aocoherenoe# 

«' They thin V said Hamry Aahlon, who 
swne up at liMit moiae8t» and vAispmA 


mto RaviMWMdfo ear, :<• tlMl tkt i^ m 
wt«b Hm tikHdd hMsm btca bwmd witb 
them that suflevcd at HaddUngtMk" 

^'lVlMit,» tha* you say?^ aaid Alices 
turoiag tMraada tiie bagrt ber aightleaa ?i»; 
Nfe.kiflailied ititk pasBiqiit *^ ^kU Iwm^ 
m^ch^ andongliA to haVia. snftitd wilh tba. 
hdpicm old wratidwa who wcae vuiidafwl 
at Haddi^stoii f*^ ^ 

«' Hear to. that mw/" again whisptcad 
Henry, » and ne whiiperiiig hmm* tNpi^ 
wreB cheepa*" 

f < tf iAns matwtp and tibo opfmaBoTi anA 
tba grnder of the poor ntoii'a hotp aodjllie 
mttorer of aneieat hmd^inariia» and tha 
^brerter of anekttt houses^ mue at tba 
saflne stake with me, I could say, light iIm) 
fire, in Godli name i"^ 

:«' Tfaia ia dieadiuV' 9faA Lmy } '' 1 have 
aaver seen the poor daaeMod woaMtfi ia tMa 
stale of fiMid; hut age wd {mveity oaii 411 
bear neproacb».i-i.Come> Henry, we will 
leave her l^t tbe ^aeM^he i9itfi»m*o 
speak with the Master alone# We will 


Wftk hc^mMmird; ai^ tmt ^mf^' «lie^ inddifi^ 
Ibdking at B«irMsirood,>^^ by tt& M^^ 
maiden'^' W^IU^ - : • ^ 

« And? Alicct** said the boy, » if fmz 
km>ir €^ aDy hare that oam^ thfbugh' 
sitoia»g Uia> deer^ aa4 tiiakea ithatii > dt^ 
tbdf 43riv«9 eiit of aiasDd, yiiii^ itaii|P' ijM 
her^ withi np;^ c<mi{diiiiiKita to cootmai^f^t 

that if Norman has not got d" silver ballat^ 
ready f^^ birr) ro. land biiki doe of my 
doidtrfit-^biittbiis on puiffoia/'^ - * i 
Alice made no answer till i^be waa^iwanr 
tbi^ tbey mtm ooe of haaTiof^ Shei^M 
said to' Ratebs^wMid; ^< Atid yoo, too, ar^ 
angry with me for my lAve f^t is just^tiMMr 
strangers flAfouM t»e ofibnitodf but yoa, too,' 
are togry***' ' ^ . :.? 

<« I am not angry, Alice," said the Mii>^ 
ter,^^onIy 8Ur{»rtsed tfaatyoin vthose gond 
sense I have heard so often praked^ shouhlt 
give way to <^nsive andunfoui^edtiiaqpii^ 
dons." ' 
^< OfllnsiTe i^ said AUct^n Ay^ ttiilbd» 
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«« I tdl yeui dane^ mo9t . gtBtmSles$i' 

<« libetk the ipodd ba^ehangtcl in mmki 
Mdrtbe Raff aosvnMcfo tbeiftbeMditary intu 
per, aai tb» ejeft o£:Qld Atict's undone 
atMcHng ve yet mete Ukid than. tl»se of 
kw coonteiiaiice. ^Wlico did a Ravansi* 
woodseek the hmise of bis 6tteiaiy;fa|it vrtlh 
the purpoas of iev«iige ?<4i4tnd hii^er y oii 
we comet Edgar Bavenswoed» €idi» id 
£rtal anger, or ifr slilLitfi^ &tal laveb"^ ' 

^< In neither,'' said BeveMMraod,. 'f I give 
jmi mine }Kiitotir-f^:miaaii, i ^nmom ywu^ ^ 
'■ Aliee ciMild iMt see Ims bkiihttig eheck) 
.but she - noticed his' hesitAtion^ aid- thai be 
xetsacted the ' pkdge. which he teemed at 
ftrit disposed to attach to his denial. i 

"^k is so, then^,'^ she said, <' asal thetei 
fere she is to taf ry. by the jMermsiden'i 
.Well ! Often \m it been (isUed a plaoe fa- 
jtftl t0 the fpee of Rav^wood^o0toi» has 


tit 
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]| pMvod fm^bolt nwefiWMjJb liUfy to tm^ 
riyfy old sayings m Hindi M o» this dwyJi' t 

^< Yoo dfive «ie ti> madiiatti Atiie^ daid 
Ravenswood ; '^ you aw mere uHj 'WmA 
more siqpenAktoas than old Batdwitoei^ 
Are; yea sndi a nrfelelwi ChmkkMi as to* 
siq^pose I riieiild nteintam war with tiie 
As^Q ftmily» as wn tie saflgmary eoBi* 
ten in elder tiinei? or do you: mppme me 
so ibelisb, thttt I cMBOt walk by a yoMDgi 
lady's side wttbent fhmffog hmikmg m 
love widi bar P* 

<< My ibtMgblSi?' .rcqfiaaed Aiice^ <^ ere aay 
ew9 } and if ny aeariad jogiitis deasd to^ 
oi^jectB pfoaint <witii mt^ it may Is 1. oasi^ 
leekmA mese steadioessMto fvtnreesirtota^ 
Axe; you pcepaved to sit lo^veat at the haut 
wfaicb was oisoe yonr &dier'k o^d, onrik 
lingly, as a coaaectioii Md ally of fais 
woeesaaor ?«-^Are you ready to Mve oa 
boHHt^m-^te foikiw bim in the bye^fottoi 
iatrigee mA d^eaiie, yfhich mme cab hi 
tw point trttt to ywa«-«4o gaMV tbe tea 
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Q&bm prey ipdbai he fata dcvdurad t&e mbi 
stance ?— Oan you My as Sir William Ask* 
ton sayfr*-tii»k^ a». be thtiik»~vole as he 
yo^^ and adl your fathor's murdeiter yoiit 
worshipful father-iB^law and reared pa^ 
tsaa ^^Ravemwoody I aov the ddest ser-^ 
iwit. of your house,, and I woidd rather seat 
you shroudied and coffined." 

The tumult in Ravenswood's mind wn 
iinc0m{«alily great ; she stmck upon «nd 
air$ikene4 a chord idkich he had fot soma 
time successfully silenced. He strode bacfe* 
wajsds juid forwards thco^h the little gu^ 
fy^ walh m harty pace ; and af lenglit 
checking hunself, atid stopfMUg rig^ op« 
pMit0 to- Alkct be exclaimed^ ^ Womani 
on the verge of the grave^ dare .you iM'ge 
tte son of your master ta blood and to re- 

f* God foibid !" said Aliee solemnly f 
**\and thefe&re I would have you d^art 
these fatal boundsi where your, lov^ a< 
vireli afr y^nr hatred^ tibceatens sure ntis* 
ehiefy or at least dii^race, both to yourself 
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a&d others. I would shield, were it in the, 
power of this withered handt the Ashtons 
from you and yon from them, and both* 
ffom their own passions. You can have, 
nothing«-K>ught to iKive nothing, in coon 
inoD withti[)em«-«'Begooe from among them ;: 
and if Giod has destined vengeance on the 
oppressor's house^ danot yon be fehe instruH 
ment." 

*^ I. wili ihink on w^at yon hare saidV 
AMce," said Ravenswood more composed* 
ly. . << I believe you mean truly and fatth^ 
fully by mei but you urge the freedom of 
an ancient douuestic sQmewlmt too far* 
But £irewell; and if Heaven afibrd me 
b^ter means» I will net fiiil to* contribute 
to yodr comfort." 

lie attempted to put a pieoe of gold inter 
her hand, which she refused to receive}' 
and» in the slight struggle attending hit 
wish to force it upon her, it dropped to 
the ettlh. 

^ Let it remain aainstant onthe gmund,^ 
aatd Alice, as the- Mas|;er stooped to raise 
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if; ^' and believe me> that piece of gold is 
an em^em of her whom you love j she is 
as previous, I graot, but you must stoop 
even to abaisemeiit before you can win her. 
For me» I have as little to do with gold as 
with earthly passions; and the best news 
that the world has in store for me is^ that 
Edgar Ravenswood is an hundred miles did* 
tant from thQ s^eat c^ his ancestors, with the 
determination never again to review it/* 

^< Alice,.''' said the Master, who began to 
tlunk t!|is earnestness bad some more secret 
cause than arose from any thing that thf 
bHnd woman could have gathered from this 
casi^l visitf '* I have heard'you praised by 
my mother for your sense, acuteness, and 
fidelity ; you are , no fool to start at sha- 
dows^ or to dread' old superstitious saws^, 
like Caleb Balderstone i tell me, distinctly 
where my danger lies^ if you are aware of 
any which is tending towards me. If I 
know mysetf» I am free from all such views 
respecting Miss Ashton as you impute to 
me. , I have necessary business to settle 


with Sir Wiiliam-ahat ar^aogecl, I ihali. 
depart } and with as Kttle wish,- as yotf may 
eanly believe, to return- to- a- place ftill df- 
melancholy subjects of «siiectio», a* yo« 
have to see me here/' 

Alice bent her sightless^ eyes ©o th# 
ground, aiid was fot a moment plui^ed inf 
deep meditation. •« I will «peak thetralib/^ 
she said, at length raisfcg up het? head**-! 
« I will tell you the soured of my appre*' 
hensions, whether my candour b« for good 
or evil— l*ucy Ashtoa- toves you, Lord' of 
Ravenswood?* -: 

* «* It ii^ impo^We,*' «ud the Master. 
' *^ A thousand cireumstances have proved 
it to me. Her thoughts hanre turned en nd^ 
one else since you sairid her fSrdni d^atfa|- 
and that my experitencedjudgment has won 
from her own conversation^ Having told 
you this*^-4f you are indeed a gentleman and 
your facer's son-^yon wUl ma&e it a motivef 
for flying from htt presences Herfiasstoir 
Will die like a lamp, for want oF that the 
flame idionid feed upon; but^'tf ybute-^ 
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main here, her destruction, or yours, or 
ti^mt^f both, will be the inevitable conse- 
^ence pf her misplaced attachment. I 
tell you diia secret unwilliniB^yy but it could 
not have been hid long from your own ob- 
servation ; and it is better you learn k from 
mine.. Deport, Maater of Ravenswood^ 
you have my secret if you remain an 
hour under Sir William Ashton's roof with* 
out Ibe xesohition to marry his daughter, 
you > are a viUain-^ with the purpose of 
aMykig yowsrif with him, you are an iafa* 
tmted and predestined feoV 

So saying, the old Uind woaMMi aroset 
imumed'her sta^ and, tottering to her hut, 
envied it and clMed the door, leaving lU* 
vea8w>od to Jua own reflections. 


? 
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CttAt^TER Vir. 

*' Lo?6lier m her o#n MSied diade . 
■ '■ tkan Naiad by the side 
Of Grecian brook^or Lady of the Mere 
Lone sitting by the shores of old romixnce. 


^ The meditattoas of Ravensivood were 
of a very mixed complexion. He saw him- 
self at once in the very dilemma which he 
bad for some time felt appr^iensfve lie 
might be plaeed im TheplieuHire hefelt 
in Lucy's company had indeed approadied 
to fascination, yet it had never altogetbw 
surmounted his internal reluctance to wed 
with the daughter of his father's foe ; and 
even in forgiving Sir William Ashton tiie 
injuries which his house had receivedt and 
giving him credit for the kind intentions 
he professed to entertain, he could not 
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bfiDg himself to contetnphite as possible 
an alliance betwixt their bouses. Still he 
felt that Alice spoke troth, and that his 
honour now required he should take an 
instant leave of Rsvenswood Castle, or be- 
come a suitor of Lucjr Ariiton* The pos- 
sibility of being rejected; too, should he 
make advances to her wealthy and power- 
ful father— ^to sue for the hand of ah Ash- 
ton and be refused — ^this were a^cunsuai* 
mation too di^racefuL <<^ I wish' hker well,*? 
be said - to hiaaself, ** md for her sake I 
forgive the injuries her fether has done to 
my house; but I will never*— no, never 
«ee her more!'*- .= 

With -one bitter pang he adopted tfa&i 
resdutfon, just as h£ came to where two 
paths parted ; the one to the Mermaiden% 
Fountain, where he knew Lucy wasted him, 
the other leading to the castle by another 
and more circuitous road. He piamed an 
instant when about to take the latter path, 
thinking what apology he should make for 
conduct which must needs seem extraor* 




IM rum ov Mj hioumMKo. 

^my* ami 'JuMl juat mattered to hiimel/^ 
^< Sadden news from EdittbwghH^-any pre^ 
text w'M Mfve-«4Hify tot me dell^ no lenger 
here/* wlien young Henry sarnie flying op 
to him, half out of beeetb^'^ Maatert Maa^ 
ter— -you muetgtve Lucy your ^arm badk: iio 
the oaflde» fiar I cannot give her nnne ; ft»^ 
Norman is waitif^ for m^ and I aob to go 
irith him to make his rtng^watk, and I would' 
not stay away for a gold Jacobus, and Lucy ' 
is afraid to walk home alone, though atf 
the wild nowt ha^^ been shot, ami so you 
must donie awi^ directly.'* 

Betwixt two scales equally loaded^ a ftm^^ 
ther's weight will turn the scale. ^Ife is' 
impoanble for me to leanpe the young lady 
in the wood aione,** said Rav»iswood| 
f^to see her once more can be- of httle 
oonse^ence, after the frequent meetkigr 
we have had-f-I ought too, in courtesy, W 
i^rixe her of my intention to quit the 
castle.'' 

And having thus satisfied himself that 
he was taking not only a wise, but an ab* 
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solwfcely necessary ilep, he took the patb 
to the fatal fountaio. Henry no sooner 
saw him oo the way to^oin his^nster^ than 
he was off like lightning in another diree« 
tion» to enjoy the soeiety of the foi:ester 
m their congenial pursuits^ Ravenswood» 
not ailawiii^ himself to give a second 
thought to the propriety of his own con* 
duct, w^ked with a qoick step towards 
the streajait where he found Lucy seated 
alone by the ruin. 

She sat9 upon one of the di^ointed 
stones of the ancient fountain, and seem* 
ed to watch the progress of its cui;rent» as 
it l^ubbled forth to dayJight, in gf^y a(id 
sparkling profusioik {fom und^r the shadow 
of the ribbed and darksome vault with, 
whicb veneration, or perhapt remorsey had 
canopied its sour^ce. To a superstitious 
^f^^ Lucy Asbtop* folded in her plaidea 
sMntle* ^ith her long hair, escaping part- 
ly fi:om th$ snood and falling upon her 
silver neck, migl^ have suggested the idea 
of the murdered Nymph of the Fountaiiu 

vot. II. F 


IS^Jl TALES ^OF MY LANDLOBD. » 

But Ravens wood only taw a female .ei^pii*' 
sitely beautiful, and rendered jet more so 
in his eyes--^how could it be otherwise— 
by the consciousness that she h^d placed^ 
her affections on him. , As he gazed on. 
her.. he felt hi. fixed resolution melting . 
like wax in the sun, and btistened, there-* 
fore, from his concealmeqt in the nj^igh- 
bouring thicket. She saluted him, but did. 
not arise from the stone on which she was 
seated. 

*« My mad-cap brother," i^he said, 5* has 
left me^ but I expect him back in a few 
minutes-^for fortunately, as every thing, 
at « least any thing, pleases him for a mi- 
nute, nothing has charms for him much 
longer." 

Ravenswood did not feel the power of 

informing Lucy that her brother medtt^ 

ted a distant excursion, and would not ref 

turn in haste. He sate himself down qb 

tlie grass, at some little distance fi'om Miss 

Ashton, and both were silent for a short 

space. 

U 
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<< 1 like this spot,* said Lucy at length, 
as if she haci founid the silence embarrass- 
mg i •* the bubbling murmur of the clear 
fountain, the waving of the trees, the pro- 
fusion of grass and wild- flowers, that' rise 
among the rqins, make it like a scene in 
romance. I think, too, I have lieard it is 
a ispot connected with the legendary lore 
which I iove so'well.** 

*• It has teen thought," answered Ra- 
venswood, ^* a fatal spot to our family, and 
I have some reason to term it so, for it 
was here f first saw Miss Ashton — and it 
is here I must take my leave of her for 
ever." 

The blood, which the first part of this 
speech tailed into Lucy*s cheeks,, was 
speedily esrpelled by its conclusion. 

•* To take leave of us. Master !** she ex- 

3 

claimed ; *« what can have happened to 
hurry you away ?—l know Alice hates — I 
mean dislikes my father— and I hardly un- 
derstood her hiimoup to-day, it was so 
mysterious* Btit I axi^ certain my father is 


^HPi^B ^»^^^WP^^P *"^ .; *^T ff ^^^^^^^^^^yjwK^/^^^ . 


it 


siiic^eljr f rateful ior tfie JNiflb fenqjc^ ]Wf 

won your friendship lmrdly» we shall .^^^ 
lose it ligl>%/* .. V* 

«« l/ose 4ii Miw Ashton ?— No-F-^hereic^ 
my fortune calls isie*<-^whatevei: ^ infiieto 
iipoQ ine-^it 19 your fneiid-^your sincere 
friend, who acts. or wli^m. But there k a 
:;fisite oh niew aom) I oitt9t |pit ^'if .1 ^^^' ^^ 

it!i^riiitiof«liieyratoj^y Q^ . ' 

•« Yet da n^t |p> ftim ii% ^aster«!' aaifl 
Lucy ; ai|d ^he laid.her haod» i^i aS sixEKH* 
city and kindnea9» n^qi the 8|cirt pf jhis 
^loakf aa If to detain hiin-^<< Ypu shall jiot 
part from us«-*My father is powerful ! lie 
has friends that are odore so than himselfr— 
do not go till ypu see what his ^n^itu4e 
will do for you^ . Belieye me^ he is already 
labouring |in your behs^f with the Cawtcfl.'* 
<< It may l^e sp^' saidi the Master^proud^ 
ly } ^yet it is not to your father^ M|sa 
Ashtoi)^ but to ^my own exertions, that I 
ought to owe success in the career pa 
which I am about to enter. My prepara- 
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cloak, tfnd a bold heart liad a determmed 

iMcy covered ber face with her hand^i 
a^d tlbe tearstln spite oflier, forced their; 
'way between her 'fillers; ^ Fwgfre me," 
said RaveitoiN^iod, taking bet r^ht haod, 
Vbicii, after sl^ht - remtaticey she yielded 
m hito, itttt cdotifitiin^ to shade heriftoe 
with the left-^^*^I«fii to6 mde^toe^ loti|b(h^ 
';^;2;^r^^^^^ t6 OtA \A\h Mf being 

3p soft ikk6 gibWeie as yoa'are. 'S^rget tfaafr 
/so stem a vision bais eliy^d'your path of 
%Tprr^hA'ikt me puristue mine, ' stire that I 
can mtet with ho worse ttiisfoin;une aDier 
the mdtki^iit it divides hie fH)m yonr sMe." 
*%udy wept on, biit her tears were less 
tniter.' !£adh attempt which the Master 
inade to explain his purpose of* deps^uret 
qjqtiy proved a new evidence of his desird 
to stay ; xxttSU^ at length, instead'lof bid- 
ding her farewdl, he gave his fmth to her 
for ever, and received her troth in retuhi. 
The whole passed so suddenly, and srose 


^mm^ima,^- 


j^> much put of the immeiliifAtamfHilict of 
tha mooaent, ths^t ere the Master df Rap». 
venswood could reflect upon tbe cc^sp- 
guences. of ^the step which he hedriaki^ii, 
their ^ lip&^ as well as th^ir hap^Si &ad 
pledged the ^mceri^y of tbei/r afii^ctipp. 

•« Aad BOW," he said, aflt^r.a n\am^uV» 
consideration^ <^ it is fife I should sp^ak t4 
Sir William Ashtou — he must know of pur 
^Qg8|[^meQt. Ri^ven^wpod jmuf^ nojt ^em 
t^ dwell under, hi^ I'oof,, to aoUcit elands 
tlnely the affections of his daughter." 

" You would noli speak to iny father on 
the subject," said Lucy, dpubtpigly ;. and 
then added more warmly, /* O do no^r— 
do not ! Let your lot in life be determined 
, — ^your station and purpose ^scertain^di,^- 
fore you address' my father ; I am sure he 
loves you— I"! think he will^consent— but 
then my mother"-:— 7- 
.. She paused, ^ashamed to ej^press thf 
^oubt she felt how far her father dared t9 
fqrfn any positive resplatiqn .pa this. 9wst 


T . 
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itopoftent ^«ll^<^, without the- consent of 
his lady. 

"Your naothfer, my Lucy I" replied Ra- 
yeuswaod ; ^* she is of the house of Dou- 
glas^ a house' that has intermarried with 
mine, even when its glory and power were 
at the h]ghe8t---*what could your mother 
object, to mfy alliance P' 
* " I ^d not say object,** said Lucy ; 
** but shiB is jealous of her rights, and may 
cla«»' a motber^s title to be consulted in 
the first? instance/' 

' ** Be it so," Replied Ravedswbod ; ** Lon 
don is distant, but a letter will reach ic 
mA receive an answer within a fortnight — 
I will not press on the Lord Keeper for an 
ihstant reply td my proposal.' 
. !^ !]^t," ' hesilated Lucy, "were it not 
bCftH^r So wait— to wait a few weeks— were 
my ,mo^er/to see you-— to know you — I 

r 

ii'oi/l9yute!aiiie: would approve; but you are 
Ufa^qnain ted personally, and the ancient 
feWrbfttFeen the families"- — 

Ravenswocrd :fixed upon her his keen 
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dark eyfaj»as if he ^M delrirdCis «fifieiieti1u 
tin^mtiEher very souK 

^* Lucy/' tie sdd, ^ I bfavfe^ sactifiead tw 
you projects of voigmnce ^lodg mmed; 
and aworn to with ceremonies icttle better 
than heatben^-^I sa<^rificed them^ to yika 
inifl^t em I knew the worth which it ttM 
presented. In the etentng wMch fiucceed^d 
my poor father^ iiriieral^ I cat a! lock fiR>ni 
nry hair^ and, a? it consom^d in tibefiiir^^f 
awore that my r^e abd revenge idiodA 
pursue hb enemies, until they sbriiMled 
before ipe like that ^orched<*ttp symbol "dl* 
annthilationv" -^'^ 

<< It was a deadly sin^** Vaid Lucy, > ttinl 
ing pale, ^ td mak^ a vow so faCal.'' ^ 

<^ I acknowledge k,'' said Rkvenswcii^i 
^^ and it had been a worbe crime tolieejf it« 
It^H f&t your sake that 1 abjured^ltttMr 
purposes of vengeance, though I aafttM' 
knew that such waa the argnment by UtASt 
I waa conquered, until I saw yoii "oiice 
more, and became consciotts of the iMu^' 
ence )^dit posseised over me?^ is'e;^ . 


. i. 


j^ Ao^ ^1^ cto^ yott »ow,** am! Lacy» 
*< recall seittiinents $o terrible x n ciit ittienBi 
m ineMmtent with ^lose ]m>ii profess for 
nie^vith tlidse y^ur i«ifi€Hrtamly hM pre* 
f A9e# on me to aeknowledge 7^ 
:<« Because I would impress on you At 
pnct at wliich I have bought your love--^ 
Ibe xlgl^t I btf ye to expect your coostancy. 
}^ say fiot that I have twtered for it the 
honour^ my housCf ks last remaining pos* 
8i^8ton—^ut though 1 say it not, and think 
lb oot, 1 cannot conceal from myself that 
life lyorld may do both.'* 

^ If such are your sentinMents^" said 
I^^y^ f' you ^ve played a cruel game with 
me. But it is not too late to give it over~ 
take back the faith and troth which you 
Cjd^crfd ipot plight to me without suffl^ng 
ajj^t&flffnt of hoaour-~let what is passed 
%a^ i£ it had not been—forget m&~I wiU 
fn^vour to forget myself.'* 

>^ Tou do Dae injustice,** said the Mastef 
iof Batetiswood j " by all I bold true and 
honowabh^ yoa do me the extremity of 


iojustjce ~- if I mofntioDed lh# |>ric& M 
which I hiive bDught your loVe, it i$ qaly 
to shew how miich I prize it^ to bind o«r 
^Pg^g^rt^ent by a still firmer Ue^ and tQ 
shew, by what I hav^ done to attain thjf 
station in your reg&fd, how much I mu3t 
suflKt should ybu ^ver break your faith.'' 
. «* And why, Ravenswood," answered 
Lucy, ** should you thfink that {Kj^^ible ?--r 
Why should you urge m^ with even the 
mention of infidelity ?— -Is it b^ause I ask 
you to delay applying to my father for a 
little space of time? Bind me by what 
vows you pleasej if vows are unnecessaiy 
to secure constancy, they n^ay yet prev:en|. 
suspicion^" 

Ravenswood pleaded^ apoio^zed, and 
even kneeled, to appease her displeasftc^ } 
and Lucy, as. placable as she was, sii^}^ 
hearted, readily forgave the pfience which 
his doubts had implied.. The dispute th^H^ 
agitated, however,.- ended by. the lovers 
going through an emblematic ceremony of 
their troth^plight of which, the^ ^fulgar stiU 


^refiserve some traces. They broke bd> 
twixt them the tbm^lsiroad-pieQe of gold 
which Alice haid refused to receive from 
^aveiiswdod* 

<^ And never shall this leave my bosom/' 
sftM^^^Lucy, as she hung the piece of gold 
round het neck, atid concealed it with her 
handkerchief, *< nMfl you» Bdgar Ravens^ 
*wood» a^ me^ to< resign it to you— -and* 
while I wear it, never shall that he^ ac^ 
jinowfedge aiiothes^ love thatr tout's.? 
. 'With like^ protestations, SUv^iswood 
placed' his' portion of the coin opposite to 
his heart;. And now^ at length, it struck 
fhta)»' that time' had Slurried &st on du- 
ring this interview, and their absence dt 
%he ddsUe^ould.bo 6a|>j«tctof renatrk') if 
not <^ alarm. As they aibse to leave the 
fduntain.whieh had ^tieen witness of their 
mutual engagem^it, an;, arrow wbistlefl 
^hrotigh iUe^ir, aiid' struck a ra^n perch- 
ed Oki^ the'sere brauch of axi old oak,/ ne^r 
to w*cre thciy^had bteeh seated* The bii?d 
iftAttcWft.**. few yards, and 4fopped &tJibB 


Bavenswood, suiprised and ai^i^ JoDkcMl 
evMywhero for tbe mtdbcAKB^ Uli^ l»d^ 
Hpi^eti them a proof of )ii« dulkn* littlei«b^ 
pected M dwmd« H«. was vaot kmg^ lai: 

JHeory AshtM>> who etm^tiliaNiiiig upwitii 
a cro9%4iow in his, hMid«. - r^A 

«< I knew I sfaoiddjto^ $«»»'' fae miAp 
M Md do yon knew yon, k>^«d ao Itaurjr 
ih«t I thoufht Jt w>t^: imw failcint^^^ 
apylwir hieadt Jbefor^ }r#u .vi^ra «iMie fi£i^< 
<^>What Mas At Master wipng ^4«: jm 

f<<l waa tdliiig p^r tister lihat an idla [ 
hd^foa were» ](«(^g m waitMg lnw-iiM? i 
yofk^ Mr lcpg»" ; 8«id; RumnsiTOod, to nws 
LiKity'i^ confuflioii^ . 'M 

.^^ WaUlAg feX! aM? Why^ Ij/o^ pom^H 
imi> Itf oy 4ioai€, >aiid tiMift f-^m» t»4P^ ton 
Il4tb« >th$ rin^^^ ia; : 

tt« Haybecry jthi€l^t» and yoa JMjr>,i[|aiik 




i^il^fwmakdtiak^^lgtod boiir» aad we 
have all the deer's^ micks and <um|6be« 
gofcy frfttie ymi were Bittiag here with Lucy 
]||ke.a7laigr'ioeiu''«- 

hk^ W^ imU, Mr Henry,'' said Ravens^ 
waMdi; ^ hill let us see how you- wiU fia-i 
stoer to me lor kiUing the ravea. Do you, 
Iwow tte nwBs are all under tbe protec-^ 
t&i»(<^itl|p JLowls of JlaveBswodd^ and, to 
kill one in their presence, is soch bad hick 
thtt it dtserwp the tftab ?" ; 
^*JioA thaCawhat Noiinan md/" replied 
thei'hoj;; *' be came aa far with me as 
within a flq^ht^shot of you, and he said he 
n|[ver sasr a J^ven sit still so near liring 
folks, and he wirii^ it ivigbt be for gpod 
hiekj fi>r the laven is <^ -of ^e wi^ekt 
bisAi tfaat4iei^ unless it be 4t tame onfh-^ 
«Qd«> I crept on and on, till I wiui within 
three score yards of him» and then whia* 
wwii«he belt, a«d theitefiie lies,finth ! Was 
itviiot'well.Ael^?«<i>di^ I dart say, I hisMr 
not shot in ^^mMi^iiiW ten limes^ 




■^ 
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ifiHjd i ** afnd you Will bel a fin^ inty4Cstei# 
if you 1)1301136 hard/* *' * ' 

*« That's what Norman says/* 'answeretf 
'the boy ; *Vbut I am sure it is riot- my fault 
if I do not practise enough ; for, of free 
will, I would do little else, * only my father 

T 

arid tutor are angry sothetitries, and dnitf:. 
Miss Lucy there gives herself airs atwirtr 
my being busy, for all she can sit idle by it 
well-side the whole day wtiett i&he has il 
handsome young gentlefean to pratte 4w*~ 
I hive kndwh heir do sa twenty^timesi ^ 
you will believe me»" i, . .. 

The boy looked at- his sUter as 1*e ispolS^^- 
and^ inibe mids4^ of his miscitievous eiiat-^ 
fer, had the sense to s6e' that -lie wais i^lj^ 
hsffiming pain upon .her, though withouff 
i^ing able to edmpifehend the .caii^ br tif# 
ifimbunt. ■ . '-. ' ^^ - ;r..; 

** Come *ow, liiey/' Me said, 'i^ddtf* 
^etl Axkd if I'bhv^^itiyiy things l^ide 
ilkt tnarky ril«aeny *agaiil^in#iwlifttd^te» 
tiie Master of Ravenswood care if ydti^b^ 
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a faundted swceti^rts-^so ne'er pubfingeii 
in ycrtir eye About it** 

The Master of RaTenswood -ma, ^or 
the meoient, searce satisfied with, what .h6 
]i)^rd ; yet* his good sense >naturaUy te* 
g^ded it as t}ie chatter of a spoiled boy, 
"who strove to mortify his sister ia the 
point whiph seemed most aocessible for 
the time*. But, although of a temper eqnal-t 
\y slow in receiving impressions, utd ob* 
stinate in retaining them, the prattle of 
Henry reeved to noariah in bis mind some 
vague suspicion, that his iH;eaent engage^ 
ment might only endia iiis lieing exposed 
like a vanquished enemy in a AcMiiean: tri* 
uinph, a c^tiver attendant on i the car of: a 
yictor, :who meditated bidy the i^atealhig 
his pride at the expense of the vanquishedi 
Theire was, we repeat.it, no real ground 
v^hatever for such an apprehension^ nor 
CQi^ld; he be said. sexicHikly ta ratertdn sach 
;^ir . a m^emt. Imleedr it. was .impdssibU 
if) look at the <;Iear Woe eye of Luoy Arit^ 
t^n, and e£M:ertatn« the i^bgbke^ j^eaoiaiiiMt 


posttiom 8ti|l» however, consenms prid* 
and coiiicioi» po^^srty cambined to leii. ^ 
der a mind susf^ioiii^ "vvht^, in iMft fti«* 
tanate cireumstmees, mwdd have beenr^mr 
9tnmger to tl»t a^^ well as^ to otbtf ^mi^i^ ; 


readied Ifae oarite, wfaeie Sir 'Q^^ 
Uaii Aditon, wlia bad been at»rmed hff 
tlie bngUi of thek stoy,* inft thenivm tbe* 

^< Kid Ijat^/^ ke said, ^<^ be?nr id^ tti^« 
eAier ^mpmy^ thaa that of o»e iidiO'^Midr 
tbewn be bad so* eom^^te powes of jfld^^ 
tec^og bex^ bec^fessed^bei^iMdd'b^i^i 
him very uneatyt and wodd bate id«i#^ 
piilebad: penona in quest^ of them. < But* 
in the company of the Master of ISUi^etis*^ 
wood) be knew Iria^angfat^ badvnotliin|^s; 
to.-draod." •...,... < 

l4]icy taonunencod some i^ogy^fw f h«ir ^ 
Img ddaiTy biit, conaoieBq^^traidib ticeaiNr 
oMiibMd.as she piocfeoded $ and wlira Bm. 
wmwood^ Mii^. to her aisistaMib 1^ 
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d«ii«mptd*c^midar.the;egfilMiitipn ooioii.' 
piife ;and°^8«ii8&ctQr]r^-]id onif inw<dif«l> 
hjaaaeif Hi»^ :t2ie same dttordftr^ tilB[i;.aiie 

pftiikHt ' ftem- a 0lottgh» <BitMgkt hkiMtf 
inrtfae statie^ toiaekHM «w»m{i« It evnml 
be supposed that: the confusion of the. two 
yctariiiifiil- Imrers escaped:. tbe ohsen»tioa.af 
tl|e wiijr lan^ci^ mxvmiommi^ bj MM md 
pcdliefmaD^ Co ttace .^Mmau iialom ^tkrough 
all her windings. But it was not his pm 
8^ pt>liC7^ tako^aoy iDOttce 4ii* <wttat he 
obMlrwd. lie 1At0k4A m Md the Masfen 
of >SavW8Wi9od[ IkmiM^ but wished liiai.hel 
faimM^'SiHMtd beiftee) land'iit did aQt«ie«^ 
enr^ td^faim lla».4iisvplaiivn^g^ betdefiMtw 
ed by Locy** tabiniqg^tiia pa09i9n[whidi 
be hoped she might iMpiifc*i If ^>shoaW 
tAopi^4KHimit0imt^ierim Aa^ 

venswood^ in whieb circumstances, mr the' 
I)ttiSih^u«i>iri|p»lyta ofpposkiOtt ^frl^Jfy 
Mmt^' miglit -irinder il uoadraahle M 

iaddlge t»er^'tiie LcM;JM^ ^^oneeited 
tfattf itti^bt bo^eMdl7'SU|Mi«aicd aadvMiir't 


aottedibjriirjouiiiey to Edoibui^b, or c^^ 
i^ London, a ndw set of Bragsuls lace/ ahd 
iiw soft .whispers of half a di[^zen of lovers^ 
aoxioios to repilaee hita wfarom it was cdn^ 
venient ^^i^^iould renotince. This 'wass 
1ms pcDvision for the ymnt vie^ (^ tb« 
eaoe. Biit» according to its itiore probable 
issuei any paasiag ikvour she might' ent^iV 
UAmkfrAe Master of -RaveHs^rood^ might 
reqeire eBoouragement ra^h^r than reprcif-^ 
man. •." ■■■■ .^ •'* . 

This seemed tfaie mere'^ttkely, asi hetiiA 
.Itet.very morfninig, sinbe tbeh* dep^ft^re 
from the oasiie, received a fetl^r, 4ftie con*, 
tents of which he hastened to commti« 
Rtcate to R^venswood. A Ifbot-posft had 
arrived with a packet totlie Loi>dv Keeper 
firom that Mend whom yie hare atlfeftd^^ 
mentioned, who was labouring hard .ub^ 
der-hand to consdidate a band of patriots, 
i^t the head of whom stood • Sir Witliamn} 
gtealiest' terror, the aetive :and' amMtkiulk 
Macqats of A^ — ^. ^ The sAc^ess of ti^ 
eQ&veiiient.£nend had been ;such. tbatrfie 
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« 

^^ obtluned from Sir WUhamrnot indeed 
a diii^ctly favourable answw » but certainly 
a most patiiBnt hearing. This he had report* 
Sid to. Jbis priBcipal, wbohad replied, by the 
ikocient French adage, '* Ckdteau qui parley 
0tjemme qui eemdei I'un et t autre ta m ngn- 
dre:' 4^. fftat^jsmao who hears yoa{>rop0se 
^ change pf meawres withoiil raply, wai^ 
9^:i0^d^ng^ to the Maiiyiis's opinion, in the 
Mtuation of the fortress, wbic^ parleys, lAnd 
jthe lady, . who listens^ ai^d he resolved . to 
{H^s the siege of th® JUurd Keeper. 
. ; The packet, * therefor^ coDtaini&d a let- 
^r Ir4)m hi^ friend and ally, and another 
fr<Ma »l)iQiself to the Lord Keeper^ frankly 
;0;^rif^'. {^n unceremonious visit. 'Th€fy 
iRrerer or.cissing the; country to go to tiie 
j^aujth^n^rdrtf-the roadsr wwe iifidi&rent-^ 
the accoBiBaodati^n of the inns as eKecr%* 
ble a^ ppssiUeT^'the; I^ord Keeper bad 
been l<^g acquaiis^ed . ioliooaiely with- otli^ 
of his cii^respond^fes, anc^ though mole 
j^ightly knp^n . to, the . JiCar4]uis, badi yet 
enough of his Lordship's acquaintance to 
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rea&et the visit sufficiently Aatiiral» and to 
shut the tadouths of those who might be 
disposed to impute it to a political itf« 
ttigue. He instantly accepted the offtired 
yisitv determined; howeveif't that M would 
ntA {dedge himself an inch fardic^ fo/ the 


• ■^:ix. 


fiiMheranee of their views ttttin >m^ (by 
which he Meant hid o^n self-interest) 
should plainly pointy oyt to hidft ttl propen 
Twto circiubstances particiiliBtrijf^ d^Ugfertf. 
«»d him ; the presence of lU^enswtK)!!^ and 
the absence of his own lady. By hi^g- 
Ibe former under his roofi be conceived he 
might be able to quash all such hazardous 
and hostile proceedings as he might otber* 
wise have been eng^ed in, under the |Mk 
tronage of the Marquis ; and Lutrf , he fore- 
eaw, would make^ for his immediate puiv 
pose of delay and procrastination, a much 
better mistress of his family than her mo- 
ther, who would, he was sure, in some 
shape or other, contrive to discom^rt his 
political schemes by her proud and implak 
caUe temper. 


. , His anxiiws solicitatioos that the Mas* 
t^ir ^TQutd stay to receive his kinsmaa^ were 
of. course readily complied with, siace the 
^(Cf^lircuiamient which had takoi pli^e at 
the Mermdden'a Fountain had reiQoved all 
wisi| for sudden d^rture. Lucy and 
Lockhard hadt therefore* prders to provide 
2^1 things mices^sary in their dp^ent depart^ 
Q99D^. for receiyiiig tba expected giiestf!» 
^i^h «' l^np aod tlxag^ of hmury very 
IQQoosiflaon in Scotland s^t thait remote . pe- 
riods 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

* ' MaraU, Six, the man of honour's eone, 

Newly iihghted ' 

Overreaeh, Uk ^Hhoat regty, 

■ 

And do as looinBiiaicL-^— 
Is the loud music I gave oider for 
Ready to receive him ?— . . 

i^w Wt^ to Pay OldtkhU. 

Sir William Ashton, altiiougfa a raan 
of sense, legal information, and great prac- 
tical knowledge of the world, had yet some 
points of character which corresponded 
better with the timidity of his disposition 
and the supple arts by which he had risen 
in the world, than to the degree of emi- 
nence which he had attained ; as they tend- 
ed to shew an original mediocrity of under- 
standing, however highly it had been culti- 
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vatedy and a native meaAiiess of diaposition^ 
however careliiUy veiled. He loved the 
Ofitentat^otta dfspli^ of his. wealthy leM as a 
man. to wliotn habithas made it necMsary; 
than as one to whom it v^ stfll delightfoi 
from its novidity. The most trivial details 
did not escape him ; and Liicy soon learii* 
ed to' watch^tbe flush of scorn wHidi erom^ 
ed Ravenswood's cheek, when he.heard her 
father gravely ai^uing with Lodkhard» nay, 
w§A with the< old housekeeper^ upon dr- 
6m6staDces i^hic^y in Amities of lahk, are; 
leftni^cared for,' because it is sijypposedim* 
possible they can be negl^ted; , 

^y I could pardon Sir William," said Ra* 
vepswood one evening after he had left the 
roots, ^' some genejeal ; anxiety u{ion this 
occasion, for the Marquis's visit is an . ho* 
noor, and should be received, ai sach ; bat 
I am wxx\ o^tLby tb^se misecable: minutitt 
of the bi^tery, and<theJitrder^and;theveryi 
ben-coop — they drive me beyond my pa*: 
tienoe} I would rathi^r. endure the:poverty. 
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of WioiPa Crtg, than be peslered tr^h^ilff 

I <^ And yteti" siid Lu^, ^ it was-by «b> 
tftitiett lo these imAutiige tiiat my fttiier 
Mquired the property''^— ^«*^ - 


^ Wb»k my aixsestors sold finr kck of 
k^" Mi9wered;Rdirtn0wood« ^f' Beit «o ; « 
porter atiil beari^ but a* buFtbeA* though the 
burtbeiL be of goMr' 

. Lucyeigfaed; she perceived too plaioljr 
^at her lover hdd in seoni the fiHnittery 
and bnbitis of a fiitber^ tx> whom jlie ka4 
long locdc^d ttp as iver best Md most paiw 
tial friendp Whose fmNfaiess had often eoth^ 
•cded her for her mother's cionteoiptuous 
harshness^ 

' The lovers soon dssooveeed that thef 
difflered upon other and no lest important 
topics. Rdigiont the mother of peaeOf. 
was, in those dayt of discoidy so mwh ams* 
construed and mistaiken, that ber rales and 
fi>rms were the subject of the most oj^o^ 
site opinions |nd the sMst hostile animosi** 
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Ifet; t%e Lord Keeper^ being a wb^ wa% 
of course, a presbyteriaa^ and liad founi it 
^owaneiit, at diibrent feriodfl^ to asptesi 
gfeater 9^ fot the kirk, than perliaps be 
reaUy felt Hts fiMdily^ oqaalijr of oouiw^ 
weretraia^d nnd^r die same jnttttiitHMi. Ra- 
V^D9W6od^ as we bnof^ was a Higb*€2iurdi 
tt^dv or EpiieopaliaiH and ftvquiandjr ob- 
jected to Lucy the fanatidtm of aoineof ber 
^n ooiMliomon, wb^ abe intimated^ ra- 
HM^ilban tfxpmmed, horror at the iatitodif 
iMtfiaii^priiicipleft lirbicbsbe bad beaniaugfat 
t^tiitek eosneolod wftb the prektioal Akoi 
iff dmfih^gQi¥tfmneaU . 
t«^ Thpit iddiougb dteir mutoal'dfeetifMi 
seemed to increase rather than to be dimi* 
ni^hedi as their characters txpened more 
ftlfy on each other, the feelings c^each 
iiraie inti^led with some less^j^reeaUe in* 
^rediantis* Lucy felt^ a seosetj^Me, amid 
idi bar 4iffeetion for RavenanH^ood. His ao«l 
^Wfts of an higher, prouder character, thui 
those with whomafae had hitherto mud 
VOL. U. \ o 
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III int^ereourse ; his ideas were taor€ fiu^ 
lind ^e ; and he contemned many of the 
^hnons which had been inculcated upon 
dier, as chi^y demanding her veneration* 
On tJtue other handi Ravenswood saw in 
Lucy a soft and flexible character* iwbich* 
in his eyes at leasts seemed too siisceptiUe 
of being moulded to any form by those 
with whom she Uved. He felt that his 
own temper required a partner of a more 
independent spirity who could set sail with 
him on his course of life* resolved aa hin^- 
iself to dare indifferently ,the storm and 
the favouring breeze. But Lucy was so 
rbeautfifult so devotedly attached to bim» 
of '& teknper so exquisitely soft and kind, 
i;hat» while he could have wisbied it wei?e 
possible to inspire her with a greater de- 
gree of firmness' and resolution, and while 
he somet||nes became impatient of- the ex- 
treme iear which she expressed of their 
attachment being prematurely discovered, 
I be felt that the softness of a mind, amcmttt* 
ing almost to feeUenessi rendered her 
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«ven dearer to hhn, 91s a being who had 
volutitarily clung fo him for protection, 
And made him the arbiter of her farte 
"for wedl or woe. His feelings towards her 
at Mch moments, were those which have 
been since so beautifully expressed by our 
immortal Joanna Baillie : 


Thou sweetest thing. 


That e'er did fix its lightly-fibred sprays 
. To the hide rock, ah ! would'st thou cling to me ? 

Bough and stona-wom I am-— yet love me as 
' Thou. truly dost, l will love thee again 

With true and honest heart, though all unmeet 

To be the mate of such sweet gentleness." 

Thus the very points in which they dif- 
lered, seemed* in some measure* to ensure 
the continuance of their mutual afTection* 
Ifi indeed* they had so fully appreciated 
each other's character before the burst of 
passion in which they hastily pledged their 
faith to each other* Lncy might have fear- 
ed Ravenswood too much ever to have 
loved him* and he might have construed 


• « 
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lier softness and docile tempter as i 
ty, rendering her unworthy pf his teg$s^. 
But tdiey stood pledged to each othw } and 
Lucy only feared that her lover-s pride 
might ^me day teach him to *regret bis »t- 
tachmeot, Ravenswood that a mind «a doe- 
tile as Lucy^s might, in absence or diflhfli^- 
ties, be induced, by the entreaties or infltt^ 
ence of those around her, to redoanoe tbe 
engagement she liad formed* • 

" Do not fear it," said Lucy, whtti^ 
upon one occasion, a hint of such wmpu 
cion escaped her lover ; ** the mirrors vbkih 
receive the reflectiocr of all successive ob- 
jects are framed of hard materials like gkM 
or steel—the sc^er substances, when they 
receive an impression, retain it imdelbceiJ' 

^ This is poetry, Lucy,"" said RftveHs- 
wood ; ** and in poetry there is alwmya fid- 
lacy, and sometimes fiction.** 

<< Believe me then, once moi*e, in toaest 
prose,** said Lucy, *< that, though I will ne- 
ver wed man without tbe consent of mj 
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parents^ yet neither force nor persuasbn 
thaU-dispale of my band till yoa renounce 
the right I have ^en you to it J* 
. The lovers had ample time fo* such ex- 
pilanatioaflw i Henry was now more seldom 
theis ccfmpanioiit being either a most unwiU 
Uog atttadast upon tbeJessons of his tutor, 
M 9C fi^rward v^unteer under the instruc- 

:^ti»m of the forestess oc grooms» As for 
the Keepef. his morniogswere spent in his 

. stttcly, maintaining correspondences orall 
loads, and baknciog in his anxious mind 
Ihe various intelligence which he collected 
^fipom every quartes concerning the expect* 

vtd.duMige of Scottish politics, andthe pro^ 
bsbk. strength of the parties who were 
'about to struggle for powen At other 
timts. he busied himself about at«anging^ 
jpn^L eountesmanding,. and theiv again ar- 
^taiiging,/lhe preparations which he judged 
necessary for the reception of the Marquis 

.of A , whose arrival had been twice 

; ^eiayeil by some necessary cause of deten- 
tion. 
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In the midst of all these various avdw*' 
ticNis, politic^ and domestic, he seemed 
not to observe how much his daughter and 
his guest were tiirown into each other's so* 
ciety, and was censured by many of bis 
neighbours, according to the fiishioo of 
neighbours in all countries, for suflRsring- 
such an intimate connection to take pkee 
betwixt two young persons. The only na* 
tural expknation was, that he designed 
them for each other y while, in truth, bis 
only motive was to temporize and procras- 
tinate, until he should discover the real 
extent of the interest which the AfaHqnis^ 
took in Ravenswood*s afiairs, and the powar 
which he was likely to possess of advancing 
tiiem. Until these points should be made 
both clear and manifest, the Lord Keepev 
resolved that he would do nothing to com* 
mit himself, either in one shape or other, 
land, ]ik€ many cunning persons, be over^ 
reached himself deplorably. * * 

Amongst those who had been disposed 
to censure^ with the greatest severity, the 
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Miidoct of Sir WtUiam Ashton, in pei:rmt* 
Ijtig the {nroIoDged residence of Ravens^ 
wood uader bis roof, and his constant at- 
tendance on Misa Ariiton^ was the new 
Laird of Giminghamet and bis faithful 
squire and bottle*holder» personi^es form-' 
<frly well known to us by the names of 
Hajiston and Bucklaw, and his companion 
Ca{^in Craigengelt. The former had aU 
rieady succeeded to the extensive property 
df his long«lived grand^^aunt, and to consto 
derabk wealth besides, which he had em« 
ifloyed in redeeming his paternal acres^ 
(by the title appertaining to which he still 
ohose to be des^nsted,) notwithstanding 
Captiatn Cra%engelt had proposed to him 
a moist advantageous mode of vesting the 
money in Law's scheme, which was ju^ 
then set abroach, and ofiisred his services 
to travel express to Baris for tlie purpose* 
Bnt Bticklaw had so far derived wisdom 
from adversity, that he would listen to no 
proposal which Craigengelt could invent, 
having a tendency to risk his newlyTacqoi- 
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red mdepeBdence. . He that had oiiee e^ 
pease-baniiocka» drank sour wine, and sl^ 
in the secret chamber at Woir&C$dgt wouli^ 
he said, pri^e good, cheer nxxd a soft bed sm 
long as he lived, ami take special caie |»e^ 
ver to need sueh hospitality again. 
^ Craigengelt, therefore, found, hino^elf difh 
appointed in the first hopes, he had etitfij^ 
tailed of makii^ a good'hand of the hnx^ 
of Bqcklaw. Still, however, he reaped nian|r 
advantages froq^ kis friend's good ftuptuiiew 
Bucklaw, who had never been at aU SQru-» 
pulous in chasing his OMnpanions, was. a(^ 
customed t<s and entertained by a fellow^ 
whom he could either laugh with or laa|^ 
at as he had a mind, who. would take> act 
cording to Scottish phrase, ^< the bit an4 
the buifet^'^ understood all sports^ whet)i«f 
without or within doors, and, when tfaQ 
Laird had a mind for a bottle of wine^ (no 
infrequent circumstance,) waa always readj^ 
to save him from the scandal of gettjpg 
drunk by himself* Upon these terms Craigf 
engelt was the frequent, almost the OQP^ 
stant, inmate of the house of Girninghame. 
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In no timet and under no* poasibitity of 
drcumstances, could good have been de« 
rived from such an intimacy, however its 
bad consequences might be qualified by 
the thorough knowledge which Bucklaw 
possessed of his dependant's character, and 
the high contempt in which he held it* 
But as circumstances stood, this evil com- 
teunibation was particularly liable to cor- 
rupt what good principles nature had im? 
jilanted in the' patron. . 

Cratg^ngelt had never forgiven tl>e scorn 
with which Ravenswood bad torn the 
mask of courage and honesty from his 
countenance ; and to exasperate Bucklawli 
resentment against him, was the safest 
mode of revenge which occurred to his 
cowardly, yet cunning and malignant dis- 
position. . 

H^ brought up, on all occasions^ the 
story of the challenge which Ravenswood 
bad declined to accept, and endeavoured, 
by every possible insinuation, to make his 
patron believe that* his honour was coa. 
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cerned in bringing that matter to an issue^ 
by a present discussion with Ravenswood. 
But respecting this subject, Bucklaw im* 
posed on him, at length, a peremptory 
command of silence. 

*< I think," he said, " the Master has 
treated me unlike a gentleman, and I see 
no right he had to send me back a cavalier 
answer when I demanded the satisfoction 
of one — But he gave me my life once — 
and, in looking the matter over at presenti 
I put myself but on equal terms with him 
— should he cross me again, I shall consi- 
der the old accorapt as balanced, and his 
Mastership will do well to look to him- 
self.^ 

*' That he should," re-echoed Graigen* 
gelt ; " for when you are in practrce,. 
Bucklaw, I would bet a magnum you are 
through him before tlie third pass.^ 

•* Then you know nothing of the mat^ 
t^r," said Bucklaw, " and you never saw 
him fence." 

« And I know nothing of the matter l^ 

2 


«— a good j€st| I promise you — and tiioi^h 
I never saw RaveiisweKxl fence, l^ve I 
m)t been at Mo»sieiir Sagoon's^^ school,. who 
was the first makre (farmer at Paris ; aiMl 
have I not been at Signer Poco's at Flo- 
rence; and Meinherr Durchstossen at Vien- 
na, and have L not seen all their play ?^ 

«* 1 don't know whether yoo have dr 
tlot," satd Bucklaw ; •♦but what about 
it, though you had P^ 

« Only that I will be d— d if ever I 
saw French, Italian, or High* Dcttchman 
fever make foot, hand, and eye, keep time 
half so well as you, Bucklaw." 

** I believe you lie, Craigie,"* said Buck- 
law ; *• however, I can hold my 6wn, both> ^ 
with single rapier, back- sword, sword and 
dagger, broad-sword, or case of fanlchiont 
—and that's as ranch as any gentleman 
need know of the matter.*! ' 

*f And th€ double of what nlnetyruine 
.fiut of a hundred know," said Craigeii- 
^it i ^ they ieairoi; to dienge a few thruiUF * 
with the small swordf and then, Ibfsootl^. 


v-* 
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ihey onderstaml the noble art of defenjsel 
Kow,;wh<a[i X waa at Rouen ia the year 
1693» there was a Chevalier de Clutpott 
amd I went to the Opera, where we fi>iiiid' 
^beee bila of Eqgliah birkie a ' ^ 

<^ Is k a long story you are going tdi 
tell f* wA Bucklawi interruptiog him with«>. 
Out ceremony. 

** Just M you Eke," answered the parap 
site, •• for we made short work of it** . 

«^ Then I like it short," said fiui:klaw ^ 
•f is it serious or merry ?* 

^^ Devilish serious/ 1 aswre you, and so 
they found it ; for the chevalier and l**--*-* 

«< Then I don't like it at all," said Buck*: 
Mw; ^^ so fill a brimmer of my auld auntie's 
jdaret, rest her Jh»rt i And, as the Hieland». 
n^n says, Skioek doth na ^UailL'' * 

^ That was wha^ tough old Sir Evan: 
Dhu used to say to me when I was out 
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irlth the meUlfd lads in I6ft9. ' Cmigem 
gelt/ he used to uy^ * you are u pretly a 
fellow as ever held steel in bis grip^ bnt 
yaa have one fault* ". 

<' If he had known you as long as I havo 
done/'^* said Bucklaw^ ** he would have 
£mnd out some . twenty more ; but hang 
long stories, give us your toast, man/' 
Hi Oraigengi^t ros^ went a tiptoe to the 
door, peeped out, shut it carefully, came 
baek again-M!lapped his tarnished gold- 
laced hat on one side of his head, took his 
glasis in one hand, and touching the hilt of 
bis banger with the other, named, " The 
King over the water/' 

«< I tell yo^' what it is. Captain Craigen- 
gelt,'' said'Bucklaw; << 1 shall keep my 
mind to myself on these subjects, having 
too much respect for the memory of my 
venerable ailnt Giroington to put her lands 
and tenements in the way of committing 
treason against established authority. Bring 
n^ King James to £dinburgb, Caj^aiii, with 
thirty thousand men at hia back, And Ttt 
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tell yod what I think about his title ^ bat 
as for running my heck into a noose^ and 
my good broad lands into the statutory pe- 
nalties, • in that case, made and provided^ 
rely upon it you wiU find me no such fool. 
So when you mean .to vapour with your 
hanger and your dram-oup in support of 
treasonable toasts, you rhust find your li- 
quor and company elsewhere.** 
'^ " Well, then,** said Craigengelt, «* name 
the toast yourself, and be it what it like,. 
1*11 pledge you were it a mile to the hoU 
•torn." 

" And 1*11 give you a toast that deserves^ ^ 
it, my boy,** said Bucklawj ** what say 
you to Miss Lucy Ashton ?'* 

** Up with it,'* said the Captain, as he 
tossed off his brimmer, •* the bonniest lass 
in Lothian — What a pity the old sneck- 
drawing whigamorc, her father, is about 
to throw her away upon that rag of pride 
and beggary, the Master of Ravenswood.* 

*« That's not quite so clear,'* said Buck-^ 
taw, in a tone, which, though it seemed 


THE BRIDE OF LAMMEllMOOR. 159 

indiiSerent, excited his eompanion's eager 
curiosity j and not that only^ but also his^ 
hope of working himself into some sort of 
confidence, which might make him neces- 
sary to his patron, being by no means sa- 
tisfied to rest on mere sufferance, if he 
could form, l)y art or industry, a more 
permanent tide to bis favour. 

" T thought,"* said he, after a moment's 

* 

pause, ** that was a settled matter — they 
are continually together, and nothing else 
is spoken of betwixt La«iraerlaw and Trap* 


rain.** 


€< 


They may say what they please,'* re* 
plied his patron, " but I knbw better, and 
ril give you Miss Lucy Ash ton's health 
again, my boy.'* 

*• And I would drink it on my knee,^ 
said Craigengeh, " if I thought the girl 
had the spirit to jilt that d-^d son of a 
Spaniard " 

" I am to request you will ttot use the 
Mifotd jilt and Miss Ashton's name toge- 
ther,*' said Bucklaw, gravely. 
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V 

^< Jilty did I say ?«-<*diftcard^ my Ud'bf; 
acr«s-^bj Jov^, I meant to- say dkcaitt,** 
Implied Craigengelt, ^* and I bqpe shef^ 
discard him like a sttial) card at piqiie^; 
ai^d take in the King of HeartSy my boy.-^*^ 
But yet**---p~ 

" l^t what ?" said his patron» 

** Sat yet I know for cenain they we 
h.0ur$ together aion^ and in tlie woods arid 
the fi^ds.^ 

" That's her fooiish . fathefs dotage— 
that will be soon put out of the lass's head» 
if it ever gets into it," answered Bucklalr. 
^^ And TiQfwM your^gjass again, Captatti,' 
Lam going to make you.happy— <»^[ am go- 
ing to let you. into, a aeeret a pl^-^a 
noosing pIot-*<-only the noose is but. ty« 
pical.** 

. ^< A marrying matter ?r said Craigengeh^ 
and his jaw fell as he asked the question ^ 
for he suspected that matrimony would ren^- 
der his situati<Hi at Girninghame much more 
precarious than duripg the jolly day* of his 
patron's bachelorhood^ 

S 


" ^^ hy% a nutringc^ naoif aaid Biicktaw ; 
^ but wherofore droops diy. mighty 8{Mrit^ 
VdA why grow the rubies on !thy cheek m 
pale ? The board wUl have a corner, and * 
the fxiriiec will have a trencher, aod tha 
trencher will have a. gbss beside it ; and 
the board -eod .sbidl be filled^ and thft 
tsepcber and the glass shall be replenishe4 
ftfCrtbef^ if all the petticoats in Lothian 
bad sworn the contrary-^What, man ! I 
aiai^ the boy ta pot myself inta leading: 
s^ings.*^ 

, ^* So wy4 many aa honest fellow,'' said 
Qraigengelc, ^ a.ad.some of my special 
friends } but, curse me if I know the rea^ 
BfUt the wpmen could never bear me, and 
always contrived to. trundle me out of fan 
your before the honey-moon was ov^er.^ 

, ** If you Could have kept your ground 
t^l that was over, *>xu might have made ft 
good year's pension,'* said Bockla w* 

s <^ But I never could," auswered the de- 
jected parasite i ■< there was my L^d Caf^ 
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tIe-Cuddy— we were haiid ftnd glovfe — I 
rode his horises— 4)orrowed ftjoftey, both ^or 
him and from him-^traioed bis hawks, and 
taught him how to lay his bets i and wbed 
he took a fkncy d itiarrying; I married him 
to Katie Glegg, whom I thought myself al 
sure of as man cohld be of woman, Egad^ 
she had me out of the house, as if I had ruB 
On wheels, within the first fortnigWfc" 

«• Well l^ replied Bucklaw, « 1 think I 
liave nothing of Castle-Cudtly about me, 
or Lucy of Katie Giegg. Biit yOu sea. 
the thing will go on whether you like it or 
no — ^the only question iS| will you be use- 
fill?** 

« Useful P-i- and to thee, my lad of 
kmds, my darling boy* whom I would 
tramp bare-footed through the worid §or ? 
—name time, place, mode, and circum^ 
stance, and see if I will not be useful in 
all uses 'that can be devised/' 

" Why, then, you must ride -two hun* 
dred miles for me," said the patron. 
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^< A thousand, and call them a flea's 
leap," answered the dependent ; " lil 
cause ss^ddle my horse directly.** 
. ** Better stay till you know where you 
are to go, and what you are to do," quoth 
Bucklaw. ^* You know I have a kinswo- 
man in Northumberland, Lady Blenkensop^ 
by name, whose old acquaintance I had 
the misfortune to lose iu the period of my 
poverty, but the light of whose counte- 
nance shone forth upon me when the sun 
of my prosperity began to arise.** 

'* D — n all such double-faced jades,* 
exclaimed Graig^ogelt, heroically ; *• this 
I will say for .fohn Craigengelt, that he is 
his friend's friend through good report and 
bad report, poverty and riches ; and you 
know something of that yourself, Buck> 
law.** 

" I have not forgot your merits,** said 
his patron ; ** I do remember, that, in my 
extremities, you had a mind to crimp me 
for the service of the French king, or of 
the Pretender} and, moreover, that you 
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afterwards lent me a score of pieces, 
^ I firmly believe, you had heard the news 
that old Lady GFirnuigton had a touch of 
the dead palsy. But don't be dov^n^cast, 
John}. I believe, after all^ you like mt. 
very well in your way, and it is my mi!^ 
fortune to have no better counsellor ai. 
present.-— To return to this Lady Btenkeni 
sop, you must know she is a close confix, 
derate of Duchess Sarah.'' . \ 

** What, of Sail Jennings I** exclaimed 
Craigengeh }. *^ then she must be a good, 
©ne»?*' 

*' Htold your tpngne^ and keep yonir 
Tory rants to yourself, if it be possible,** 
said Bucklaw ; «« I tell you, that througli 
the I)uchess of Marlborough has this Nor* 
thum|>riaa cousin of mine become a crony, 
of Lady Ashton, the Keeper's wife, or, I^ 
may say, the liprd Keeper's Lady Keeper, 
and she has favoured Lady Blenkensop. 
with a visit on her return from London,, 
aod is j|ust now at her old mansion-bouse 
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ba. the banks of the Wansbeck. Now^ sir^ 
a9 it has been the use and wont of these 
ladies ta consider thehr husbands as of no 
i«portanceici the mMagement of their own 
£gux)ihes, it has been their present pleasure^ 
wtlhout ^consulting Sir William Asbton^ to 
put en the tapis a matrimonial alliance^ to 
be concluded between Lucy Ashton and 
pfy own right honourable self, . Lady Ash- 
ton acting as seif«constituted plenipoten- 
tiary on the part of her daughter and hus- 
jband, and Mother Olenkensop, equally ui|. 
accredited, doing me the honour to be mj 
.fcfirese&tative. You may suppose I was a 
little astonished when I found that a treaty, 
in which I was so considerably tnteiested^ 
had advanced k good way before I was^ven 
consulted.^ 

? ** Capot me if I thii^c that was ^cootd- 
iiig to the rales of tht^ game,** said his coq- 
fidant ; ^ aatd pray, what answer did yoii 
return f* 

. *< Why, my first t|iought was to send 
the treaty to the devil, and the n^gocia- 


/ 
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.tors ftioiig with it, fw % eonpie of mei* 
:diing (rfd women ; my next was to laugh 
very heartily; and my third and last was b 
settled opinion that the thing was reasona- 
Jbie, and would auit me well enough/' 
• <« Why, I thought you had never seen 
Ihe wench but once«-*-and then she had 
lier riding-mask on— I am sure you toM 
file so/' 

<i Ay-*-but I liked her very well then. 
And Ravenswood^a dirty usage i£ me«^ 
-shutting me put qIl doors to dine with the 
lacqueys, because he bad the Lord Keeper, 
€oM>oth, and his daughter, to be guests m 
his beggarly castle of starvation — D — n 
dcne, Craigengelt, if I ever forgive him till 
I play him as good a trick.'' 

" No more you should, if you are a lad 
<yf mettle,*" said Craigengelt, the matter 
now taking a turn in which he could sym- 
pathize ; ^ and if you carry this wench 
from him, it will break his heart" 

« That it will not," said Bucklaw ; *• hia 
lieart is all steeled over with reason and 


nothing about more titan mystify Qod bo(p 
nie-^Biat it will break his pride though. 
Mid that'^ what I'm driving at'* 
. << Distance me/' said Craigeogelt, '* but 
•I know the reason now of his unmannerly 
iiQhayiour at his old tumble-down .tower 
yo|}der— -Ashaaied of your company f-^ncj, 
no !-*-*Gad« he was afraid you would cut in 
(and carry off the girl." 

«< £h! Craigangelt f" said Backli^w*-^ 
<( dA y0u really think so ?— but no» no I-p- 
he is a devilish d«al prt^tier man than I 

WW" 

t '^ Who— he f" exclaimed the para»te-r 
** his is as blai^L as the crook ; and for hi^ 
«2e-i**he's a tali fjellow^ to be sure— rbut give 
joie a Ughtf stout, middle-sized''— ~" 

<< Plagiie on th^e !" said Buddawt int^ 
rupting himY. «^ and on ine for listening t^ 
you ir-ryou would say as mjuch if | were 
hunch-backed. But as to Raveitswood-«f- 
^ has kept no t^cms.with me^-ril keep 


168 TAUW o» m LMdMUNtto. 


ttone «rii& hkn^f I^an irin this gilt fivni 
bim, I mJI win hen^ 

<< Win her ?— 'sblood; ytou sbtll win faMV 
poiat, quint, and qualots^ my kii^ «f 
trumps-^yoii irfN^l piqae^ repique, and c*>' 
pot him.'' 

"<• Prithee, slop thy gttnbKftg eaat for 
<Mie iBfltantt^ siid Bucklaw. ** ThJiigs haVd 
come thus fitr^ liiat I have entertained the 
proposal of iny kinswoman, agreed to the 
terms of jointthret amount of fortune, and 
sofbrth» and that the aftir is to go ferwaid 
when Lddy Ashton comes down, for she 
takes her daughter and her son in her own 
hand. Now, they want me to s^id up a 
confidential person with some writings*'^ 

«< By this good wine, HI fide to the ettd 
of the worId«-^e very gales of Jericho^ 
and the jtidgment-seat of Pf«ter John, for 
thee,** ejacnkted the Captain. 

** Why, I believe yott would do some- 
Ihittg for me, and a great deal Amt yourself 
Now, any one could carry the writings | 


Ipit ydn wfll have • Utde more to do ; you 
must contrive to dn^ out before my Lady 
Ai^hton, just as if it were a matter of little 
fM>iiteqiieiice, ihe residence oi Ravenswood 
at her buaband's house, and his dose inter* 
course With Miss Asfatoo ; and you may tell 
ter, that all the countiy talks of a visit from 
Uie Marquis of A , as it is supposed, to 
make up the match betwixt Ravenswood 
a^ kj^r daughter. I should like to hiear 
what Ae sagfs'to all this; ibr, rat me, if I 
Imvbt'aQy idea of; starting for. the plate at 
^ if Ravenswood is to win the race, and 
he has odds against me already*'' 

^ Nev^r a bit-^the wench has too much 
sense^rrad in :that belief I drink heir health 
athird timfSi and, w^e^ime and place fit- 
ti^f t w«uld drink it on bended knees^ 
and he that would i^ot pledge me, I would 
make his guts garter his stockings." 

*f Hark ye, Craigengelt $ as you are go- 
i^g into the ^OQiQty of women of rank/' 
s^id Btickla% <« 1% thaidc you to foxget 
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your Strang Ubckguaid oathn: and dMmieli 

..^rii write to thtm^ thoogii, tkat you 90^ 

s blunt inMaught MUmJ" 

' ** Ay, ay,'' ttfimd Craigengelt j ^ a j^aiiif 

Uimt» faooeat, down^riglrt soldier.** 

. . <* Not too bcHiesty nor too muoh of tbo 

aoldier neUher ; bot, such as thou art, it |s 

my lock to need thee, ibr I must hfnre spurs 

iput to Lady Ashton's motions*** 

^ Pll dash thcfli up to the xoweUheads,* 
said Cmigengek ; *^ she shall come here at 
the gallopi, like a cow chased by a whole 
nest of hotncts, and her tail twi&d;ed over 
her rump like «. oork*scfew.*^ 

^< And hear ye, Craigie,** said Bocklaw ; 
^* your boots and doublet are good enough 
to drink in, as the man says in the play, 
but they are somewhat too greasy for tea* 
table service<«N«pftihee, get thyself a litde 
better rigged-out, and here is to pay aB 
charges.** 

<^ Nay, Buddaw— *on my soul, man*^ 
you use me iU-— however," added Daigen« 
gelt, pocketting the moneyi <• if you wiU 
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hvrt me so far iiidkbted to yM, I must be 
canforming*" 

«« Wdl, hofse and away ^ atfid t))e pa- 
ti^Mt, << i90 aodn » you liave gofe yoor ii» 
ding Uirery in tiini. You may ride the 
blade crop>ear*-^nd bark ye. III make you 
a present of him to boot.'* 

<^ I drink to the good luck of my miu 
sion,*' answered the ambassador^ *^ in a 
faalf-pint bumper.** 

«* I thank ye, Craigie, and pledge you— 
I see nothing against it but the father or 
the girl taking a tantrum, and I am told 
the mother can wind them both round her 
little finger. Take care not to afiront her 
with any of your Jacobite jargon." 

*• O ay, true — she is a whig, and a friend 
of old Sail of Marlborough— thank my stars, 
I can hoist any colours at a pinch. I have 
fought as hard under John Churchill as 
ever I did under Dundee or the Duke of 
Berwick.** 

" I verily believe you, Craigie,** said the 
lord of the mansion; «« but, Craigi#| <to 
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you» pray, step down to the cellar and 
fetch us up a bottle of the Burgundy, 
1^78 — ^it is in the fourth bin from the 
right-hand tum-~And I say^ Craigle — yoa 
may fetch up half-a-dozen whilst you ^re 
about it->— £gad> we'll make a night onV 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

r 

And soon they 9pied the merry-men green, 
Apd eke the conch and four. 

Ihike ^gm Ihtke. 

Craig£N6£lt set forth on his mission » 
so soon as his equipage was completei 
prosecuted his journey with all diligence, 
and accomplished his commission with a)l 
the dexterity for which Bucklaw had gi* 
^en him credit. As he arrived wil^ cre- 
dentials frx)m Mr Hayston of Bucklaw, he 
was extremely welcome to both ladies; 
and those who are prejudiced in favour 
of a new acquaintance can, for a time 
at least, discover excellencies, in his very 
faults, and perfections in his deficiencies. 
Although both ladies were accustomed to 
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good society, yet, being predetermined to 
find out an agreeable and well-behaved gen- 
tleman in Mr Hayston's friend, they suc- 
ceeded wonderfully in imposing on them- 
selves. It is true that Craigengelt was now 
handsomely dressed, and that was a point 
of no small consequence. But independent 
of outward shew, his.blackguard impudence 
of address was construed into honourable 
bluntneS9, becoming his supposed military 
profession ; his hectoring passed for coo- 
rflge, and b!s aauciness for wit. Lest, how- 
iv*er, any one should think this a violatiim 
of probability, we most add, in ftiroess to 
the two ladies, that their discernment wm 
greatly biiaded, and their favour propitia- 
tedy by the opportune arrival of Caplaifi 
Craigengelt, in the moment when they 
were longing for a third hand to mal^ a 
party at tredrille^ in which, w in idl gamts^ 
whether of chance or skill, that wovtby 
person was a great proficient. 

When he found himself established in 
lavour, his next point was how best t<i 
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^86 it for the farthefance of his patron's 
views. He found Lady Ashton prepos*- 
sessed stroagly.ia favour of the niotiop, 
which Lsidy Blei^ensop, partly from re« 
gard to her l^inswoiuaD, partly from the 
4|piHt of match^makiiigy had not hesitated 
to propose to* her I so that his task was an 
easy one* Bucklaw» reformed from hit 
prodigality^ was just the sort of husband 
whi^h she deaired to have for her Shep* 
herdess of Lammermcior ; and while the 
marriage ;gaVe her fortune^ and a gentle- 
man for iier husbaiidi Lady Ashtdn wttt of 
opinion that her destinies would be fully 
and most favourably accomfdiahed* It so 
istbanced^ also, that Bocklaw^ among his 
new aciqiiisitions, bad gained the manage^ 
ment of a little pc^ical interest in a 
neighbouring county, where the Douglas 
fdmily originally held large possessions. It 
was ofie of the bosom-bopes of Lady As^« 
ton, that her eldest son, Sfacito, should re« 
present this coimtf in the British Pai9ta- 
ment, and she saw tbia alliance^ with Biiek^ 
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law las a circumstaiUce which might be 
^gbly favourable to- her wishes. ' 

Cj^aigengelti who in his way by no means 
wanted sagacity, i^o sooner discovered fir 
what quarter the wind of Lady Ashton's 
wishes sate, than he trimnied his Coufscf 
accordingly. <* There was little to ipre-' 
vent Bucklaw himself from sitting for the^ 
county— he must cacry the h6at-<- must 
walk the course. Two cousim-gernian-^' 
six more distent kinsmen, his factor and' 
his chamberlain, were all hollow votes-^* 
and the Giminghame interest had always 
carried, betwixt love and fear, about as 
many more-^But Bueklaw cared no more 
about ridii^ the first horse, and that sort 
of thing,, than be, Craigeng^t, did abbut a 
game at birkie*— it was a pity bis interest 
was not in good guidance.'^ 

All this Laify Aiditon drank in with 
willing and attentive ears, resolving inter, 
nally to be herself the person who should 
take the management of the p<ditieal in* 
fluence of her destined son»in-law, for the 
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benefit of her eldest born, Sholto, and all 
other parties concerned. 

. Wbea he found her ladjrship thus fa- 
TOuraUy disposed, the Captain proceed- 
ed, to use hk employer's {Phrase, to set 
spurs to her resolution, by hinting at the 
aituatiim of matters at Ravenswood Cas- 
tl^ the long residence which the heir 
of that fiunily had made with the Lord 
Kecfier, and the reports which (though he 
TTOuld be d— -d ere he gave credit to any 
<»f them) had been idly circulated in the 
ad^bbouiiiood. It was not the Captain's 
cue to appear himself to be uneasy on the 
Stti^ect of these rumours ; but he easily 
saw from Lady Ashtbn's flushed cheek, 
hesitatiiig voice, and flashing eye, that she 
had caught the alarm which he intended 
to communicate. She had not heard from 
her husband so often or so regularly as 
she thought him bound in duty to have 
^tten, and of this very interesting intel- 
ligence, concerning his visit to the Tower 
of Wolf s Crag» and the guest, whom, with 
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«uch cordialkjy hn btd received al: l&u 
venswood Castle,, be bad suffered h» lad/ 
lo remain altogeiber igaorant, unCtl sbe 
now learoed tt by Ae ebance ioforinatiwi 
of a stranger. Skicbooneeafaaent approach, 
ed, in ber apfHpeheaaieDt to a nstsprfokin^ at 
leasti of treaiQiit if noi ta actual rebdMon 
agaioat bcgr mtrtrimoeial autbcdty ; and in 
ber inward soul did ahe awear to take ven« 
geance on the Lord Keeper^ as on a rab- 
ject detected in medttatiig revolt. Her 
indignation burned the more fiercdy, as 
abe found herself obliged to si^press it in 
presence of Lady Blenkenaopy the kins- 
woman^^and of Cra^eogclt, theconfiden- 
tial friend of BiM^klaW^ oS whose aUiamee 
she now became trebly deijrousy since it 
occwred to ber akrmed imaginattoii» that 
her husband mighty in his pdicy or timi- 
dity, prefer that of Ravenawood; 

The Captain was engineer eno^gb to 
discover that the train ims ^ed ; and 
tberefcAe beardf. in the oeiirse of the »me 
diiyi without the least anipriae^ that Lady 
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Jlshton bad rescfhreil to abridge her vmt 
to Ladj BUttkeosopt and set forth with 
tiie peep of notiiiiig on her return to 
JScodaod^ uftDg all the diq^ch which the 
skate of the roads, and the mode of travel 
ling, would possibly permit 

Unhappy Lord Keeper !— »little wat he 
aware what a storm was travelltng towards 
last in all the speed with which an old-- 
fashioned coach and six coidd posstUy 
achieve its journey. He, like Don 6ay« 
ferosy << foif^t his lady fair and tnie," and 
was oqly anxions about the expected vi$h 

ef the Marqutt of A . Sootiiftst ti^ 

dii^ had assured him that d^is noblemati 
was at length, and without fiul, to honour 
bis castle at one in the afternoon, being a 
late dinner- hour ; and much was the bustle 
ia coeseq^nce of the annunciation. The 
Lord Keeper traversed the chambers, held 
consultation with the butler in the cellars, 
and even ventured, at the risk of a dl^ 
miUe with a cook, of a spirit lofty enough 
to scorn the admonitiom of Lady Ashton 


berself, to peep iotorthe Idtehen. Satisied, 
UhH^g^^ that eVery thing wm m as active . 
atraw of pfq^aration as was powble, be 
sqmmoBed BaveoB wood and his daughter 
to vralk upon. the-termGei £or the purpose 
of v^^tchiBgi from that commaadiag posi- 
tion, the earliest symptoms of his Lord- 
slop's i^proacht For this purpose, with 
fHqw and idie step» he paraded the terrace, 
which, flanked >^th a heavy stone battle- 
mentt stretched in front of the castle uptm 
a level with the iirst storey ^ while visitora 
Ibu94 access to the court by a projecting 
gate-rwny, the bactiasan or flat^leaded roof 
of which was accessible fimn the. terrace 
by an easy flight oS low a^^d* broad st^. 
The whole bore a resemblance partly to a 
castle, partly to a nobleman's, seat ; and 
tbofigh calculated, in s^me respects, for 
defence, evinced thi^ k had been con* 
structed under a sense of the power and 
secuuty of the ancient L^nrds. of Ravens* 
wood. 
This pleasant walk commanded a beau- 
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ti&A and exteiwive* view# But what w^ 
flMtt to our prosent plifpote, there were 
aeeii ^om^ the teisraee two roads, one lead, 
ing ffpoi, the eaat^ and one firom. die wett« 
war4».wjbieh, crosakig a fid§e opposed to 
the equaence on which the castiie^ stood, at 
dififevent. angles, giadually approached eacb 
othei^ until theyr joined not iar ftom the 
gate of the avenue. It was to the west- 
ward affiroaeh that the Lord Keeper, fton 
a sort of fidgetting anxiety, his daughter, 
firom coAiplaisanee to him, and Ravens, 
wood, though feeling some symptoms of 
internal impatieiy:e, out of complaisance 
to his danghter, directed their eyes to see 
the precursors of the Marquis's approach. 
These were not long of presenting them- 
selves. Tvo^ running footmen, dressed in 
white, with blacl( jpckey-caps^ and Icmg 
staffs in their hands, headed the train ; 
and such was their agility, that they found 
no di£Sculty in keeping tKe necessary ad- 
vance, which the etiquette of their staticm 
required^ before the carriage and 
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(tewards tbej canse at a long swin^ng trnt, 
arguing unwearied speed in their loog^ 
breathed callii^. iSueh ranning fbiAmeii 
are often aAluded to in old plays, (I wojotd 
particidarijr instance <* Middtet<m*8 , Mad 
World ny Mastersi'^) and pei%ap9 may be 
still remembwed by same okt persona isr 
Sootfamd, as part of the retisme of the an« 
ctest nobility when tra^itiking in ftill cere- 
moBy*^ Behind these gtaneiiig nietedf9» 


* Hereupon t, Jedediab Cleishbotham^ craye leave 
tp remark^ fjrimo, whidi signifies^ in iiie first place^ 
tfaaty haifii^ in vain enquired at Ae Circulating Libra* 
ry in Gandende^g^, albeit it abouidrtii m ainSar v«» 
nides, for thia samyn Mitddletfon tmAVmUm^ WoiUt, 
it was at length shewn unto me amongst otber ancient 
fooleries carefully compiled by one Dodsley, who^ 
doubtless^ bath bis reward for neglect of precious 
time; and kayis^ miaufled so oradt of mine ai was 
nacnaary £«r the piapaat> Ithavainfimadthataidayw 
M¥ui is brou^t in as a footman, whom a kinght ia 
made to greet fiicetiously with the epithet of ^f linen 
stockings and three-score miles a day.*' 

Secundo, (wbidr is secondly in tbe vernacular^) un* 
iier Ml FiittiaMn% ftnroiir^ aama men Ml allogetbas 8# 
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who footed it as if the Avei^^ of Biood 
bud beep bebtod thein» ctme a xiouA of 
du9t, nised by riders who preceded, at- 
teadedy or followed^ the atate^carriage of 
the Marquis* > .. 

Tbe fmiilegt of. foxskiik^ ia diese duys, 
had somethiiig. in it impressive on the inia- 
ffH^Btwth The dresses said liveries and 
mmiber of their lAtoidaDfei, their atyle of 
laravefiing^.the ioipoaii^ J|iid almost war^ 
like air of the armed aieB who suirounded 


eld as he would represent them, do remember thit 
qpedes of memal, or fore-rtmner. In evidence of 
irhieb, h JededSsh CleilllbolkutD, liieugh min^ eyes 
yet do me go«Ml servioey nftexm)^ vtm to hcv^ seen 
one of this tribe clothed ia white^ ^nd bef^ring « staff^ 
who ran daily before the state-coach of the mnquhile 
John, Earl of Hopetdb, &ther of this Earl, Charles, 
liiait iierw ia ; nnto whom it may ^be justly said, that 
B^Mfwn pbyedi tbe part of a nindiig' IboCilMif, or 
pvecuzsor ; and» a» the poet siQfetti«f^ 

" Mars standing by asserts his quarre}. 
And Feme ties after wt^ a laoreL^ 
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iimaif placed them far above tbe li^^ 
whO: travelled with*^ his brace of footmeti ; 
aDd.as to. rivalry from the mercantile part 
of the commuDity, these would as soon 
have thought of imitatiDg the state equip- 
age > of the Sovere%a. At present it is 
d]£^^0t ; wad I mywl^ Beter Pitti^k>n, in 
a late journey to i^dioburgh, had the fao«> 
oouff in the mail*coach j^raae, to *' change 
a leg" with a peer of the realm. It was 
Bflt SO. in the days df which I write ; si>d 
the Marquis's approach, so . long expected 
in vain, now took place in the full ^ pomp 
of ancient, aristocracy^ Sir William Ash^ 
ton wiM» so muG^ interaated ixt what he be- 
held» and in considering the ceremonial of 
reception in case any circumst:ance had 
been omitted, that he scarce heard his son 
Henry^ exclaim* V there is another coaqh 
and six. coming down . the east road^ pi^H^ 
—will they both betoBg to the Marquis of 

A — r 

At lengthy when the youi^ster h^d fm- 
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ly compelled his attentioti by pulling lu» 
sleeve^ 

'' He turned hjs eyeSj, and^ as be tum'd^ lurvejr^d 
An awful vision/ * ' 

Sure enough, another coach and six, 
with four servants or out-^riders in attend- 
ance» was descending the hill from, the^ 
eaatwadrd» at such a pace as made it doubt- 
ful which of the carriages thus approaching 
,fro0) distant quarters should first teach the 
gate at the extremity of the avenue. The 
ooe coach was green» the other blue ; and 
not the green and blue chariots in the 
Circus of Rome or Constantinople excited 
more turmoil among the citizens than the 
double apparition occasioned in the mind 
of the Lord Keeper. We all remember 
the terrible exclamation of the dying pro>> 
fligate, when a friend, to. destroy what he 
supposed the hypochondriac idea of a 
spectre appearing in a certain shape at a 
given, houj^ placed before him a person 
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di£88ed up ill thefMnoer he described* 
** Mam JDieu r said the expiring sintier, 
who, it seems, saw both the real and poly* 
graphic apparition*---^' ^U^^ est deux r 

The surprise of the Lord Keeper was 
scarcely less unpleaidng at the dupli<iatibn 
of the expected arrival ; his mind misgaya 
him strangely. There was no neighbour 
who would have approached so uncereiho* 
niously^ at a time when ceremony was 
held in such respect. It must be Lady 
Ashton, said his conscience, and followed 
up the hint with an anxious anticipa- 
tion of the purpose of her sudden anid un^* 
announced return^ He felt that he wa^ 
caught ^' in the manner.* That the com* 
pany in which she had so unluckily sur- 
prised him was likely to ^ highly distaste- 
ful to her, there was no question ; and the 
only hope which remained for him was her 
high sense of dignified propriety, which, 
he trusted, might prevent a public explo- 
sion. But so active were his doubts and 


THE BftlDB OF LAMMERMOOR« Jfff 

kzT% as altogether to derange his purposed 
ceremonial for the f eception of the Mar- 
^ts» 

These feelings of apprehension were not 
confined to Sir William Ashton. ^ It is 
my mother — it is my mother/' said Lucy, 
turning as pale as ashes, and clasping her 
hands together as she looked at Ravens- 
wood. 

<' And if it be Lady Ashton,** said her 
lover to her in a low tone, ^< what can lie 
the occasion of such alarm P-^^urely th^ 
return of a lady to th^ family from which 
(die has been so long absent, should excite 
other sensations than those of fear and dls>* 
may." 

" You do not know my mother,* said 
Miss Ashton, in a tone almost breathtesti 
with terror ; ^ what wift she say when she 
sees you in this place !** 

<< My stay is too long,** said iCavenswbod 
somewhat haughtily, <* if her displeasure 
at my presence is Itki^ to be so formidable. 
My dear Lucy," he resumed, in a tone of 
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soothing encouragement, ^^ you. are too 
childifihly afraid of Lady Ashtbn ; she is 
a woman of family — a lady of fashion — ^a 
person who must know the world, and what 
ia due to her husband and her husband's 
guests," 

Lucy shook her head ; and^ as if her 
mother, still at the distance of half a mile, 
could have seen and scrutini;&ed h^r de- 
portinent, she whhd'rew herself £rdm.beside 
JUvenswOod, and, taking her brother Hen- 
ry's arm, led him to a ditferent part of the 
terrace. The Keeper also shuffled down 
towardis the pprtal of the great gate, with- 
out ibvittng^ Ravens wood to accompany 
him, and thus he remained standing alone 
on the terrace, deserted and shunned, as 
it wese, by the inhabitants of the mansion* 

This suited not the mood of one who 
was proud in proportion to his povertj^ 
and who tihought that, in sacrificing his 
deep-rooted resentments so far as to be^ 
come Sir William Ashton's guest, he con* 
fbrred a, favoar,^ and received; none. ^' I 
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oan forgive Lucy,'' he said to himself; 
*^ she is young, timid, and conscious of an 
impoftmt engagement assumed without 
her mother's sanction ; y^t she should re* 
member with whom it has been assumed, 
smd leave me no reason to suspect that she 
is ashamed of her choicis. For the Keeper, 
sense, spirit, and expression seem to have 
left his &ce and mariner since he had the 
first glimpse of Lady Ashton's carriage. I 
must watch how this is to end ; and, if they 
give me reason to think myself an unweL 
ccHne guest,. my visit is soon abridged." 

With these suspicions floating on his 
mind he left the terrace, and, walking to* 
wards the stables of the castle, gave direc- 
tions that his horste ahould be kept in 
readiness,, in case be should have occasion 
to ride abroad. 

In the meanwhile the drivers of the two 
carriages, the approach of which had occa- 
sioned so much dismay at the castle, had 
become aware of each other's presence ai^ 
they approached upon different linesto At 


head of the* avenue, as a common centre* 
Lady Ashton'a driver and postillions in« 
•tantly received orders to get foremosti if 
possiUei her ladyship being desirous of dia« 
patching her first interview with her hua- 
band before the arrival of these guestSi who^^ 
ever they might happen to be. On the 
other hand, the coachnHUi of the Marqota, 
eoBScious of his own dignity and that of his 
master, and observing the rival chariotew. 
was mending his pace, resolved, like a true 
brother of the whip, whether ancient or mck 
dern, to vindicate his right of preeedeoee. 
80 that, to increase the confusion of the 
Lord Keeper's understanding* he saw the 
short time which remained Sk censidem- 
tion abridged by the haste of the oiHitend* 
ing coachmen, whO| fixing thetr eyes sternly 
on each other, and applying the lash smar^ 
ly to their horsiesi began to thunder down 
the descent with emulous rajudity, while 
the horsemen who attended them were 
forced to put on to a hand galkip. 
Sir WiUiam'a only chance now icflsaoii 
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tog VMM the posailnlitx of an overtunit and 
ttet his lady or visitor might break their 
nedka. I am ^ aware that he fbrmei 
any dtrtinet wish tm the subject, but I 
bave no reasoa to think that his grief ia 
ei/kher ease would have beea altogether in* 
consolable. This chance* howevtr, also 
4iW]ipaamd ( for Lady Aafaton* though in- 
•epsiUe to fear^ b^an to see tlie ridicule 
gf xuaaing a race wkh a viatc^r of distino 
tioB» the goal being the portal of her own 
castle, and commanded her ooachman, at 
Ibey api^Qached the aveouei to slacken hit 
pti:e» and aUow preoodence to the stratsii 
g^'s equipage,, a command which he gla(i» 
^ obeyed, at comiAg in tkne to save his 
boQOiu; the bones of the Marqais's cari* 
ri«ge being better^ or» at least, fresher than 
bis own* He restrained his qfieed* tliere* 
fore, and suffered the green coach to enter 
tbe avenue* with all its retinue, whidi pass 
it oocupied with the speed of a whirlwind* 
Hie Maroub'a iaced cbariotfior no sooner 
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fouQ^ the fMM df'aMne^ was gnmtod tO'ldBK, 
than, he resumed a more deliboste pace, 
at wiiich he advanced umier the embovciv 
ing shade of the lofty elms» surrouodtd ii^ 
aH the attendants.; while the carriage cf 
hsidy AshtQn firilowed stiU more shiwly^ 
some distance^ 

In the iront Of' thjs cast}e» and beneaA 
the portal which, admitted guests into the 
inner court» stood Sir William AA/bomf 
much perplexed la mind, hisyounger^soti 
and daughter beside iqm, and in tkmt itMr 
a train of attendants of various ranks^ ia 
and out of livery. Ibe nobility al^ gentry 
of Scotlandi at this period,, were remaric- 
able even to extravagance for thfe lajimbor 
of their serv^mts, whose services 'were easi-* 
ly purchased in a country Where mm w^re 
numerous beyond (Hroportion to the means 
of employing them. 

The manners o£ a man, trained If ke Sir 
Williibn Ashton, are too much at I9S oom- 
mand to remain long disccmcerted.with «the 

s 
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flM^st idverse cmcmrenee of ekcumsUnces. 
He reoemil the Marquis, as he alighted 
.fitMn bis equipage, widi the useal conpli- 
Hfeiits (rf* welooaM ; and, as he ushteed him 
kite lite gtetA bail, expressed his hope that 
btsjourBey bad been pleasaitt. The Marquh 
was a tall, wettmade man, with a tibought. 
fid aad imefiigoit couirt«asnce, aad ao 
«ye, in wUch the fire of aodbitton had for 
smae feu% replaced the vivacity of youth j* 
4 bold* proud, expiessioa of countenance, 
yet cbaiMeMd by habitual caution, and the 
desife which, as the head of a party, he 
ItecesMfily entertained of acquiring popuw 
bufity* He answ^^ with courtesy the 
courteous enquiries of the Lord Keeper, 
and was formally presented to Miss Ash- 
ton, in the course of which ceremony the 
Lord Keeper gave the first symptom of 
what was chi^y occupying his mind, by 
introdudng his daughter as << his wife. 
Lady Ashtonw^ 
Lucy hhished ; Ihe Marquis looked sur- 
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|ilaiti« ;^ I:thouid have iflMd^mjr/dMifbteQI: 
logri lord (^ but itbe imlb is» ytbil I fum Lftdy 
Jbiptoiifb cairia)^ eoteotbe iMOiir.iiiQ|r^|tr 

idm noblei0ueit.j ^^iet jne eotseafc you ^lill . 
wmt mi jrouc ladfv aaiLlewe itte to odtirate 
liiBft AshtoD's wcfttaiBlaiuse. I aaifthoeked 
mjr poople^lxmld bav^itekta pocoienoesf 
oarl]mte6Statthei)m«n:falte> but 3«9ur lonl^ 
fibqp.U avaret tbat I Mpposed Lady ^Asirimi 
ivM slaU io^lhe 80utb» . Fenait me to>bei 
seech you will waive«aeMiiNMg9v>aiid hMlen 
to \ieIeottie <ber/' 

. Thta was pteeisdly w4atriheLonf Keepet 
Imiged to dto ;.;and he ittsteptly frotftei^ by 
bh hxrdabip'a obliging .penaission. To^itee • 
Lady AahtoOf and^jsncouater the »irsl'b««st 
of her displeasure in private, might ^prqpare 
Ym^ JaJomo^idfigsfef to;rfaeiveiierv.uiiiiteI- 
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'^&ttkt gjUQsts widi dlie dec^Mrtm* As fan 
cioiridgtt^ thMefet^ stopped^ tUt aini.itf tks 
Mtentive husbaitd was ready to aasisiiiAdf 
^MiMn^ft cUsaBismtiiig. Lookhif a» if the 
sair himaot^iidirpat his arm aatifey^affii^ 
queued thaft of Captmn- GiBi^ngdt^ i$bm 
stood by the omcfa whh His laeed' imt oji- 
der U» am, having a«tod m«iMsfiere ^m 
dbsM^or scjpiife 'in atteodaocier ditfii^ tht 
lonroey. Taking hold of this rd^otbUe 
fxgmm^ mm a» .if. to siqppwt b^^ %^9iif 
Aahtdo traversed the ceurt, uttering a^yrot^ 
or two by wjay oC diredfciim^ to the aseiwilii 
bMnot <me t6Shr Witttmiy trboiiavait^ii* 
deavaured. to attraet hes atteoftioii, aa lifi^ 
tatile« follav^d^ffanib aecotnpaiiied htr ioto 
tiie halli ia whccU tJiey forand tbe^Mrnqfaif 
tn ' «lese< eoii?rer6iUi9n> with . the MaBstec of 
Jtairerawoad^ Lacy hml takisn the iM 
opportunity of escaping. There ^as/eoit- 
banrassmasrt on leveiy ooonteiHtfiee except 
that 4if > thd ^Marquis of A—- --^,v. fdr even 
CkwgangiBltififi ia^y denfte mi^ haAlIy able 
to> veii hta^feat o£ KaFedswood^ afidtbe 
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TMfc ftit the swkwardhess of ihe pcNiitraB 
in ivliich tbey w€ie. dnis imexpcKpMly 
piaora* -..■•;' :rt ■ ^ 

t Afiww«ttiiiganioiiinfctobepi«ieiited 
by 8ir:-WittiMi Asfa^on^ the Marquis re9c4* 
^rad' to intaodiiGe hiipsel£ << The Lcucd 
l£c^p«»'* >te ^BSid, bowiiig to Lady Asht4^ 
^ has just iiilcoditeed to nie his daiigi^er 
as Im iii fe i h e m^t very eatilj present 
Lady. Ashtonaarl^s daug^ter^ so Uttle does 
die4ifler firoaBi yAmt I retnraiber her some 
jrewi <«Mep--WiB. she permit aa old b^^ 
fttaistanee tiM {Hrinlcge ^^ 

He aahitdl the lady with too good a 
grace to apprehend a repulse and then 
pMceeded-*-*^ lbi9» Lady .AahttMii is a 
peace-making visit, and dierefore I p«e- 
sume to introdiice my oousio, the yoii^g 
Maatisr of Ravenairood^ to your fiivouiaUe. 
nottce." 

Lady Ashton could not chuse hot eoor* 
tesy i but there was in her obeimoe an 
air of haughtioess approaching to con* 
temj^uous rq^ihet Savnmvtodcouidwit 
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diuse biA ham ; but lib insniief retained 
the soom with wliich* ke had been ipoeeted. 
*^ Allow me," she sudt ^ to preseot to 
your lordsUpliiy ftiead.** CmgeBgelt, with 
the fbrwMd impddenee wUdi men of hb* 
cast mistake^ ease, made ar didiag bnr 
to the Marqiiisr wMdi he graced by tf 
fldorkii of hb goidi^laoed hat* The bdf 

^Ifumed to her himboind— "^ ¥ea aad I^ Sir 
WBKam^'' sheMidt and theae were tiie Ami 
trords she had addresied to hiaa^ •^ have 
acquired' new acquaiiitancea'^ee we part* 
ed — ^let me introdaoe the aeqnbbian-, I 

"^teiVe ornde to miDe-^Captaia Cra^n* 
gelt.'* 

'Anolber bAw» and another flonrtah of 

^the gold'laced hat, which wia ratnmedby 

-'^eCLord Keeper without intimation of 

former recognition, and nith that sort of 

anxious readiness, which intimated hb wisb» 

'that pteiee and amnesty dioold take place 

betmitt the oontandiBg parties including 

-'the auxiliaries on bot^ rides*. ^^ Let me in* 

^ ttrodnee yon to the Master of Rftrenawood,'' 


iM ht to GqjrtaiaiCmigeQgdC^ ISMammg 
^ the same Miicsfele system^ ficrt Idie 
Mailer drcw up Mis tail fbxm to tUs fiiil 
tisieiitief lissheightt and 'wifchodtiio maadi 
as Id^iaqg lowaada tine peiwb tfaosilatrd* 
ifootd^to kkn^ iae said^ io a maiked toirii^ 
^ Cdpttmi ^igenfleit and i are abieac^ 
perfectly well ;acqiiaiiiled''witii each otbea^^ 
• ** i^iffetttly^-rpe^eedy^^cepiied die^^ 
taoiy i9k a mu9tb&i\g t»vi^ tike that oE li 
doable^ ediQ^ add. «Pi^ a flourish of hit iii^^ 
the cirmnDfim&ce of w4if eh was'greit^ 
dbridge^ poanpared'wil^ tfaiiee wiiiek ML 
so.cmdMly .graeed^Hs inaroduction itotte 
Marquis and the Lord Keeper. 

l^ckbmtiy ibUowefl by time ineinals, 
iww" tortesed with nvine and vefaeshmant^ 
H^ic^ it wai tiie fti^ion to i^Ser as a «v^het 
bofoee dioner $ and when ihey were placed 
haii>TC the guesta, Lady Athton made' an 
sfSJ^s^gy for wkbdeawing her liosband frtioi 
t^em for some a&nutes upon boainass of 
specials import. The Marqiak, of course^ 
le^jiBitadi iier hdyafaip woaki lay hsrself 
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wiiitoirJB&'refltriitet; void OiiaigMerit, boh- 

kl^^]iMMMd to te^iE« the rooiD> feeii&g 
tm^g^tat^ylciMM^'iiK tie fiioipwet of iiiiiig 

4iiPA«'fliMl6r'hdliiiig4iii&4ii HTW^^Md 1Ji«t 

)MiriMtti>4tt vidMch fag perttvispod, ailihoygli- 
^gtt^' A^iloAi guve Locl^ttrd :«mkf« tote 

Ctepttifit €!i»geQgelfr widv ^ «N atleod^ 
ttttce v^di he looirid^ssibty require* Thd 
SiM^quis himI the; MMMr ^f 8«i«^m#oa4 
were thus left to comoiuQicate t& ^Mh 
iGft^r Iheir reffl»tk9 iipbn^ tile reception 
m^lMk thisy ifid tne* wiib^ wh^ft Lady* 
A^atk fcd tiie way, fliid<4i«r lord f^Uowed 1 
tmc^9$\mt Kke^ a cM^ettAied erknibal^ t« ^ 
fed* lady flbip'adrfesang.Mattir 

So soon as the spouses had bsMh entered^ . 
her Irtjysbip gmway Itt^ihat iierce aodaci. 


mi^rcaaed, oiit,af fmipeol lo«pp4iinMWi 
She 4httt the d«M: bi^Mna th« iJtorpMd^l4MBi 
Keeper, took the kiey p«t «C.lh«:.«pfii|p 
^Bk,aiid with m cQuiMeptMe vhiicJi^yiMt 
h»d : not bfyf(l of .it» h«?gMif ehimN «M| 
eyes which apalk» at once res(rf!at«Ni.4QA 
reaentomut, sl^. jfUlw m fl kfx :, mt t nt i i ed 
liplMDd in ihrse .ir(D«dt>— <* I^JfOMli i Mt 
no* greatly wirprn^ «t, tW f¥>B»iMiK>»ni 
you have been, pleaiedto fbnn dwi^g «ig| 
absence— they are entiieiy in eonioriniQlk 
i;fit1i your luftb a^4 br«R4}ffg r ^md if I d]4 

error, and that I i^ertt> by having 4q*« 
&o» the distppoinkqimt ywk b«d. pippaftA^ 
for me.!' r . 

«« My 4l^ Lady Aalt^n— *my deix^ 
£le»Qor," .3ai4 the Ixtfd K^spWi ^' Ui(«# 
to reason for a monmnty aoid'I wiU con- 
vince yqa I have fct^ wi^^ t)i(; ji^gaii^ 
due to the digiii^^ as well as the iot^il^t 
ofwyf^mily*" } 

<( To the ii^rest of yoKf UvuHy l^ ppn^ 




T^. 




A^ 


^Bire fOtt pttSMfy 'mpMe of attfending^'' 
Mttraed ^'iodigttSiil Mjr» ^ and evea 
to tlie ittgalty of yoor family also-^But as 
tf6M^^kippeM to be Hi»tricably invoked 
«Ui itp ]Foa iPttI excuse me if I chtise to 
jiM lif omi atttolion 80 iSff 
e«»edL** -'- '•• 

1 • <« What ^irould you have. Lady Asb- 
tour said tbe faoaband-^^ What is it that 
il ifica seli yoa? Why is it, that on yoiir re- 
tarn jiibHr'sa iMgtti absence, I am arraign* 
eA in this manner?^ 

' ' ^* Job yom own conscience. Sir Wil- 
tbVBi wktA huB prompted you to become 
a tene^ide to your political party and opi- 
i^ns, and led you, for what I know, to^ be 
mi the point of marrying your only dauglU 
t^ to a beggarly jacolrite bankrupt the in* 
vrtemte enemy c^ your family to the bootr'^ 
^ Why, what, in the name of common 
sinse and common cfvifity, would you have 
me do, madam f^ answered her husband*^ 
" Is it posisibl^^or me, with otdinary de- 
cency, to turn a youngs gentleman ottt:of 
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fay Kouse^ who mnmdmj cte^gbbeir^s: iifii 
nd my own, ba^ ^ eljhw iMifinii^«i.it 

f* ^Savi^i y0ur 1^ I I hweliewd of lk«| 
Mory»'' said the ladjr-^* &e haid K&tfmt 
WM scared by v doa oo«r^ «3idiie.ttke»tfae 
young fellow who killed her for Qmy lof 
Warwfdcu^any butdierifnmi fibidAin^oa 
isay soon have an ei|ual elaiiH qd year 
liospitality*" ) 

^Lady A^btoB^^ staminefcd' the Keef^ 
<< this is intolerable— and whea* I asi d^ 
tons, too, to make you easy by my stim* 
&:e^if you woold btti te& me- what foA 
would beratb'' ^ 

< ^ Gro down to your gdeBl8,r. se^ the 
imperiQils damei ^ and make yoiic.apelagjr 
to Ravenswood, ttett tiie arrival of Captato 
'CraigmgeU and soim otherfciends^ londeis 
St impossible for yoii to offer him lodgings 
at the ca3tie~-I expect young Mr Haystan 
of Bttdklaw.!' 

'.«* Good Heavens, madam!'* ejaeukited 
ber husband—** Ravenswood to give 
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M iOfl%tii^^y 8 cooMitiio giHilbWarid m 
Mkrrdi&r !«2Mii ^Kma^ialM iSdnM^dc^ to Iblb^Mr 
desttfrrg the fdlow to get <^it of tny htmse^ 
IMS % w» muob mirpriied to see Miii iit 

''^^*aibee*^6U «aMr hitii%therei you w^lit 

imtf^, *^ 4ilat be Wfts f fi>per ^sOeie(y« As^ M 
iHits Ravetiii^food, be only ttHN^te witsh the 
t^e&tmenl ^^tikib, to my eertom kn6vr- 
tedge^ he gfeve-tid^HMrtueb viduei f^iead 
^» ttwtte, 'Who bad the tnitfoitune to be fate 
goe^'soitie ttoe sitiee. 8ftt take your^M^ 
M^ikm ; fi»r/ il^ Ravexi*w«o(l does not ^Uil; 
the house, I will." . .. , - 

-< Bt^ ^ffiftm ABytm ^ed up 'SLikA down 
the fiparimentt Ha^ the mosi dktt^e&sing agi<- 
tation, fedii% ktid* Mlirifne, ^fnS larger cota^ 
Vefldkif agtfinM €Mi teKbdfll deferfeiice he 
iv^R to the'^uie'^firekdej^iog to his lady. 
Atleiigtl%«iiite(}ra#% tisualwitH timid 
tttiods^ plaeetl *n* skWi -dycttmsfences, .in hift 
i^oiyti^'^^M^jte^.^ltfH^^ a^tnidcUe txi«a^ 


qpf^MT m& bfi fHiUlgr f^ the ioeivUi^tiwu) 
f^opoBe to the Master irf* RavepsHMllMt^' 
)i9)m,i|ol.dipe|vtdMi^{|iyh«^ IfyM 
will be 80 ttBraumieUie a* t^inwH it mm 
of ^piaUty under your own roof^ l.mmatt 
pfeyeat you, bvri; I wiU Mt^t JkM|at.lic tiie 
iH^p^ in such a pr^fKNteK0i|B,pi9ae«liiiv«^^£ 

«< Yott wiU ao(tr asked thei«Flyw; : .-sh 
' ^ No, by HeavmSt madami" her hiifltifftdi 
asDlied; " atV nif aiiTthhMriyoiiflTiiaiit TTith 
^Qomqum deceQcy^ as to drofp hia.a<^yiai»tl» 
AQoe by dc^greesi or the Uke^ut to Mil 
^pi leave niy house* is what I wiU no^ and 
cannot cooseat to."* 

«• Then the task of BOppovting Ike ho- 
nour of the family will £dl on me, as it haft 
often doBir Wof^'' said the ladg^ 

She sat down, aiid hpstil^ wcoto^«lim 
Uoes* The Lord Kee|ier made Mptb ij 
effort to fMrevent her takifl|( a slep^so de(si?i 
i^ just as she opeqed ttie dioor t0 oall 
l^ female attendant from the anti-soapbr 
f « Tt^fik; what you are doings Lady Ash* 


nil wow optiAMMmtMyiu . m$ 

t«ii«»<*]piii aii nakiag a inoftil eneny "of a 
jomig mao^ who 18 Vkt to hife tiie neaiit 
of ha grt i n g iitf» — ^ 

*v «% Did you e¥er kaour a Diitigias who 
fil«ad all etiatay ?^ a ri»i » e rea the lady coii« 

tamiptMlOHllir ' 

c ^ Aff lAit he ii as pioiid and vuidictive 
aaaa httadted Doi^l^lMses^ and ab hontfrfift 
davib to boM. Thiak of it fos a ttight 

^y H Mot ftr another mooient^'' answered 

the Ia4y i-^^^^here^ Mrs Psftullo/ give this 

hillet to yom^ RaiFenswood.'' 

( '^ :To the Master^ madam?* said Mrs 

Plstullo* 

^ >^Ay» to the Masters if you call him 


* ' > . ■ '-4 


«• I waili myHuaiit af it ^ntiiefy," sud 
tft»- K«eper} *■ *fli^ 'I ab^'gocMra into 
Ae g«rdM»« md 'see "diat ^ur^yne gatfien 
the wi««rfti]iU#iirtftei dessert'* 

<* Do so^^ aBidi4liiB- ludy, 'k><»kiag>, after 
liiiii with IbdiM «r hriSAite coiltemtit ;' •• and 
tbtok iSr9d itnH yw»Ua^ one'litUnd you 
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M 'fit to pro<6l«tfae hd«i<la« of 4lf04lmi4lyi 
u jrm are Uf look after pippm» imS pAM*? 

The Lord Keeper remained long en^^fll 
iir llie garden to* git e bar ladyshipV xAitm 
time to eixfdkide, and to let, ai lie tftd(j^t% 
at least the first violence of R«M»»<ri9bdll 
dMp}^8ure bioir over. >Wfaea kte entefed 
Hie ha^tl^ be found tile Marquis of A ^ »* 
jiving ottkrs to sirnie of bia kttendAl^tsi 
He seemed in high displeasure, and vsMt^ 
hipted an apoiogy ^htdb ^Sir WiHiatn %ad 
l»MDffiesiced» for having- IdPt bis loi^slM^ 
alone* 

** I presume, SBr William, you are no 
stranger to this singular billet with which 
My kinsmmi oif lUveviswomi (hh etophasb 
on the word my) has been favoured iff 
Ijrour lady-^and, of cou^*, that you "are 
f^epi^d to receive my adietts-«-My kftwi 
ttan la already ^one, having tho)ught 9; 
UTinecessary to offer any on bis part, siliet 
mil fdrmer civilities have be6n caisceYled 
Iby this ^lingular insult*" 
> ^ i i^rotestt, my lord,'' said SSr WilfiaiB» 


ftwf to the OMtents o^ lM» Mllir. I 
lmo!)ir Lady Aihtoo is m titarm^jeiipered 
dad prejudiced womati» «tid I am sineetelf 
bonj fm any offence that has bean giwaa 
iM* iakM $ IJQt I liope yotir iMdship irii 
ftamtdvr «h« a Jaldy** — ^ 

^< Should bear herself t<iirarda {fersena 
#f a eeriatQ rank ^b tiie teeedtng of 
otte;*^ said the Marquis, compietiiig^ thb 
(haHLuttered sMMbde. 

<< True^ my loid^'* said the iiofoiliifaal* 
Keeper ; «^ but Lady Asbton is lilill 4 w6- 
a»an"i— — 

<< And as mch, metbinl^'^said tiie Mait 
^ws» i^atb intervuptiiig htaa, "^ shcmld km 
taught the duties which aorra^Mind (to het 
station, fidt here she eomec^ and I wifi 
learn from her own mbuth the reaaan t£ 
this estriiordinary and unexpected lafttnit 
oiKred to iny near relacioil, whiie bbth:4«e 
and I^f re het ladysMfM gu^sts.^ ^ 

Lady Ashtoa acconfingly entenBd ihk 
apartmeilt at this InomelA. v > iier . tliBfUtfe 


viev ipM& im danghierg^ ImhI opt fffi^ii^^ 

which ladies of quality theo BfftmtA, mL 

V The Masqfoii ef A0•«*««i»^l^^ 
IjT, aad 8be ratarped the salute nitfi eq«l 
pkjile and dkteaee of;4eaiiMwmr. JEle ^a 
teok ihutt Ihalpaiwe haoid <tf Sir Wiffiina 
4#iil(m.tlMlrittat iMfc hadgiwa him liie ««» 
flMot beibre he approached the^hu^, and 
was abbiit to q»^, whea ahe iDterrupt;- 
ad huso* ** 1 peraeif)^ my tardt you are 
abtat to enter upon aa.u^plerauEit attfegeo& 
liafld maj any such ahcadd have oerarred 
al thia tkoet to. intmupt, in the dightetl 
degree^ the respectful reception due to 
y^Ouf kaddiip—bitf so it i8.-^Mr Edgar lUu 
venawoodt for whoa^ I have addressed the 
i>ttlet in yow losdriiip^hand^ has abuaed 
the hospitality of this family, and Sirr Wik 


liMi Aiifetoil'9 uilMis q£ toi^r, in or^r 
to sedoce Bf ywmg pemm into ei^;age- 
nmits wtthMt hor pMentaT oonfeot, and of 
.illMi ili^ neftir ctn ipprore** 
!{ JBoth gendfimen «nft«iefed at once,-— 
<f My lummm is inciyaMe " ■ sa i d tbe 
liord Marqjin* 

«< I am confident that my daughter 
liipiK « st^ more inciqpable^ ■ aaid the 

^^ Ladjr Asktm at onoe intemiptedt and 
jsptted to than botb»~^ My Lord Mat- 
9111% ftim kintmant if Mr Ravenawood haa 
U^^honoor to he ao^ haa made thaa'attempt 
pmraltijF to iecnre the affections of thk- 
fomng fnd inexperieneed gifl.«--Sir WiU 
liam Asiitam, yoiir daughter has been mo^* 
pie enough to give more encouragemmit 
tbiw Bhe oi^Eht to have done ta so very: 
iaoproper a suitor.'' 

<< And I think, madam^" sud the Lwd 
Kee|>er» losing his acci^iritoiMd temper mdr 
patience, <^ that if yon had nothu^ h^ei^ 
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to teir u$, you hfid fcrtetter hare Irept'likir 
ftno^jr secret to yotirself aisd.*^ 

« You will pardon me, Sii' WiMittrir' 
said the lady» calmly ; <^ the olitfMe Mafu 
^s has ft right to know the cause of the 
treatment'Hiave found it neeessary to uie. 
to a gentleman whom he caAhu his bkmd^ 
i*»Rtion.'* 

*^ It is a cause,'* rtfuttered the £wl 
Keeper, *^ which has emerged mi^ the ^ 
iftet has taken plti^ ; fdl", iFit exists at^i» . 
1* am siire !^e knew* nothtng dt it wfaisa 
litt: letter to- Ravefnswood was' wrftteb/' : • 

«« It is th6 firtt time that I have beard 
t>f thi^,** said the Marquis ; ^ but since 
your ladyship Jias tabled a attbject so deii* 
tiate,' pemfit nie to say*, tliat my kinsman's 
bitth and connections eb titled him td'a« 
patient hearing, and; at least, a civil refti^ 
sal, even in case of his beiiig so' ambitious 
as t6 rafee his ^s to the daughter of Sir 
Williatti Asbtohi'* 

^Xm wfll recollect, my lord, of what 
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Uood Miss Lucy AfifatOQ k CiOine hj tHe 
mother's side," said the lady. ' 

" I do remembeir fow deteefiA-^rom a 
-yi^ti33ger branch of the house dfAoguSi^'Mtd 
t^e Mapqtti8---<'andyou^Iadysh!p«-«fWgtvfe^ 
mei iady«H-<Might iiot to forget that the R»* 
venswoods havie thrioe' intetlnairried *witb 
the main- branch. Come, madam^r— I kdow 
haw matters star>€i*-K>ld and loag^ fostered 
pi^adices 2u*e4ifficttlt to g^^rer^^l malUi 
^very allowance for them — I ought nat| 
and I would not have sufiered my kina« 
man io depart aloae, expelted; in a man* 
iier,^fbom this house^p^ut I had hopes of 
being a mediator; I am stiU unwUliilg t4 
leave jpu in anger — and shall not set |br^ 
ward trll after noon, as I rejoin the Master 
9f Ravenswood upon the road a few milea. 
from hence. Let us talk over this matter.^ 
more cpotiyf 

^* It is w^t I anxiousty desire^ my 
lord/' said Sir William Asbflan, eagerly*. 
•* Lady Asbtoo, we will iiot. permit my 
l^d of A-*— «• to leave us m displeasure*. 
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We most compel liim to tyny dian^ at 
the castle.? ; 
«< The castle;* saicl the tady^ <« aqd ai| 

ihal it coQtaiiiSy are at the command of 

. if 

the Marquis^ so long as he chides to hOf 
sour it with his residence-^but touching 
the further discussion of this disagreeable 
topic^— — r 

** Pardon me* good madaro»'^ sard tiie 
Marquis ; ^* but I cannot allow you to ezp 
press any hasty resolution on a subject so 
important. I see that more company is ar*' 
riving ; and since I have the good fortune 
to renew my former acquaintance with 
Lady Aahton, I hope she will give me 
leave to avoid periUing what I prize fto 
highly upon any disagreeable subject of 
discussion-— at least, till we have talked 
Over more agreeable topics." 

The lady smiled, courtsied, and gave 
her hand to the Marquis, by whom, with 
all the formd gallantry of the time, which 
did not permit the guest to tuck the lady 
•f the bouse under the arm^ as a rustic does 
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hifl sweethewt at a wake» she waa uahered 
to the eating-roam. 

Here they were joined by Bucklaw» 
tfraigengek^ and other neighbours, whom 
the Lord Keeper had previously invited to 
taieet the Marquis of A——*. An apology, 
founded upon a slight indisposition, was 
alleged as an excuse for the absence of 
Miss Ashton, whose aeat appeared unoc* 
cupied. The entertainment was splendid 
to profusion, and was protracted till -a late 
llour. 
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CHAPTElt IX. 
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• » I . 

m 

Sttfih inn otHt fiiUeb' ftilief'fl'ftti^ 
Yet ^ter dual mteonra; . ; 

He ihared his exile i«ith his mele^ 
I'm banished ffinrth ahmek 

Walieiu 

« 

I WILL not attempt to describe the mix- 
ture of indignaftion and regret with which 
iR^avenswood left the seat which had be- 
longed to his ancestors. The terma in 
which Lady Ashton's billet was couched 
rendered it impossible for him, without 
being deficient in that spirit of which he 
perhaps had too much, to remain an in* 
stant longer within its walls. The Mar«- 
quis, who had his share in the affront, was» 
nevtrtbeless, still willing to make some e& 
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lints at condlktion. If e therefore sufltenA 
his kinsman to depart aloae, making hioi 
promise, homwer, that hd would wait fo( 
him at the fiWitAl inn called the Tod's-bi^ 
situated, as our readers may be pleai^Bd t0 
ftcoUect, half mzf iietwixl Rarenswooi 
Castle and ^WolPs Crag, and about five 
Sedttfsh miles distam- from ea;eh« ' Here 
the Manquis proposied to jotfi the' Master 
of Ra^n^iirood) eitber that night or ^ 
next morning* His own feelings would 
have f^dttoed htm to ha^ left the eastle 
diieortyr bttt he was loth Co forftit; vA^ 
out at foast -one effavt, the adrantages 
whkb he bad proposed from his' visit to 
the Lord' Keeper $ and the MaMetf of ReU 
v^ssweod was, •eten in. the very heat of 
his rdsentntetii, unwitling to f weclose eftty 
difllice oS reootieiliation which* might arise 
out o^the parttiriiiy which Sir William> Ash^ 
ton-huidehewa^tewairds hiai^ as welt as the 
imewessory arguments^ of his noble kins- 
maa. He hkeseif departed' without «'ttioi^ 
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ttefitf s dday, farther than Iras necesstiy to 
jJBaake this uraBgement 
^ At first he spurred his horse at a quick 
pace through an avenue of the park, as if, 
hy rapkiity of motion, he could stupify the 
confusion of feelings widi which he was 
a^oiiled* But as the toad grew wilder aad 
more sequestered, and when the trees had 
hidden the turrets of the castle, he gradur 
•tty slackened his pace, as if to indulge 
the painful reflections which he had in 
vmn endeanmired to repress. The fMh in 
wfaidi he found himsetf led him to the 
MennaideB's Fountain, and to the cottage 
of Alke} and the firtal iofluenee which 
wperstUions bdief attached to the former 
^ot, as well as the adnwmtioBa which had 
^en in viAin offisied to him by the inhahit^ 
«ttt (rf'the lattor, foned themselves upon 
1^ memwy. *^ (M saws spedc truths he 
sMid to himself f ** aud the Mennaiden's 
Well has indeed witnessed the last act of 
asbiiess of the heir of Ravenswood«— ^ 


^m in the situation. which sliMe £9f:et<rid*«Hiir 
wt^t I mt m9tt» decfdijr- di^honouMd-^ 
m^ktMfi f^pmidi^at ftRd $ily of- the de$tMf€t 
fi)my^i^t^sr,bome9 as ibe dd ^ykii pre- 
ii0^e4» blit tfae d^gi^tded wr^scb, \riMr ]ms 
loill^resd t# b0id tbiit siiborcKnalfe characfe^ 
iftlld Mfi^ bf ea i^ejeetMl with diadaki." 
; W^ ue ]^mod to tell the tale m we hwe 
f^Cl^ifired ilt ii aadk fi&n^iittiitg Ikt dktatiae 
>Qf th^iqn^, ^ad propemtty of those 4hroii{^ 

lS»Sf ^iftCiduM not be i»M^eStoti&hiri»i7, 
i^lesi^ i|: mamfeated a ii^getof «Scefeliik su* 
fi»tflti^n«. A» Karvenawoodp apfvdicheil 
l^e solitary fouQtaiiH fae ic^ jrikid^taliive wmt 
'mJi^ the fMfVvimg. ^iogiiiar adyvnte^s :<r*- 
HfiS^ihwaei^ wfaieb.iwi^ oaov^ng sionrly for- 
i»j^A sUddwiy iotemopt^ iti stendy and 
c^nfpofied pace^saMted, rftared)«ttd»thoBgb 
iif9ed«b^ the spur, rafuseti to proceed as if 
iomt object ofitefiarhisd suditoily pteseat- 
ed. iiaelf. Oa;loQlnQg to the foiiD«lii% Ra^ 
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vtMwood disceroed a female figure, dlressk 
ed in a white, or rather greyish mantle, 
placed on the very spot on which Luey 
Ashtdn had redined while listenii^ to the^ 
fatal tale of love. His immediate impres- 
sion was, that she had conjectured by which 
path he would traverse the park on his de- 
parture, and placed herself £it this well- 
known and sequestered pkice of rendez- 
vous, to pdulge her own sorrow and his 
in a parting interview. In this beli^ he 
jumped from bis horse, and, making its 
bridle fast to a tree, walked hastily to- 
wards the fountain, pronouncing eagerly, 
yet under his breath, the words, << Miss 
Ashtonj — LAicy!" 

The figure turned as he addressed it, and 
displayed to his wondering eyes the fea- 
turesi not of Lucy Ashton, but of old blind 
Alice. The singularity of her dress, which 
rather resembled a shroud than the garment 
of a living woman— »-the appearance of her 
person, larger, as it struck him, than it 
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usdftlly seamed to be— above all, the stnoige 
eircuinstance of a blind, mfirm, and decre- 
pit person being found at a distance from 
her habitation, (considerable if her iniirnii* 
ties be taken into account,) combined to 
impress him with a feeling of wonder ap« 
proaching to fear. As he approached, she 
arose froM her seat, held her shrivelled 
hand up as if to prevent his coming more 
near, and her withered lips moved fast, 
although no sound issued from them. Ra« 
venswood stopped; and as, after a mo- 
ment's pause, he again advanced towards 
her, Alice, or her apparition, moved or 
glided backwards towards the thicket, still 
keeping her face turned towards him. The. 
trees soon hid the form from his sight; 
and, yielding to the strong and terrific im* 
pression that the being which he had seen 
was not of this world, the Master of Ra- 
venswood remained rooted to the ground 
whereon he had stood when he caught his 
last view of her. At length, summoning: 
up his courage, he advanced to the spot 
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oe which the figure had seemed to be seat^ 
ed ; but ^either was there pressure, of the 
grass, Dor any other circumstapee, to in- 
duce him to believe that what he had seen 
was real and substantial. 
. FuU of those Strang thoughts and con- 
futed apprehensions whiph awake i<i the 
bosom of ane who conceives he has wit- 
nessed some preternatural appearance, the 
Master of Raven&wood walked back to- 
wards .bis horse, frequently however look*^ 
ing behind him, not without apprehension^ 
as if expecting that the vision would re- 
appear< But the aipparitioni whether it was 
real, or whether it was the creatipn of a 
heated and ^itated imagination, returned 
not again ; and he found his horse sweat- 
ing and terrified, as if expqriencii^ that 
agony of fear, with which the presence of 
a supernatural being is supposed to agitata 
the brute creation. The Master mount- 
ed, and rode slowly forward, soothing his 
hprse from time to time, while the animal 
seemed internally to shrink and shudder. 
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Rs if expecting some new object of fear at 
the opening of every glade. The rider^ 
after a moment's consideration, resolved 
to investigate the matter further. *^ Cau 
my eyes have deceived Bie,'' he said, << and 
deceived me for such a space of time ?— . 
Or are this woman's infirmities but feigned, 
in order to excite compassion ?— And even 
then, her motion resembled not that of a 
living and existing person. Must I adopt 
the popular creed, and think that the un- 
happy being has formed a league with the 
powers of darkness ?— I am determined to 
be resolved — I will not brook imposition 
even from my own eyes." 
. In this uncertainty he rode up to the 
little wicket of Alice's garden.. Her seat 
beneath the birch-tree was vacant, though 
the day was pleasant, and the sun was high. 
He approached the hut, and heard from 
within the sobs and wailing of a female. 
No answer was returned when he knocked, 
so that, after a moment's pause, he lifted 
the latch and entered. It was indeed a 
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house of solitude aad sorrow* Steetche4 
upon her miserable pallet lay the cwps^ of 
the last retainer of the house of Rali^nfi^ 
wood, who still abode on liieir paterml 
domains. Life had but shortly departed % 
and the little girl by whom she had been 
attended in her last moments was wringing 
her hands and sobbing, betwixt childish 
fear and sorrow, over the body of her mi^ 
tress* 

The Mastar of Eavenswood had some 
difficulty to compose the terrors of the 
poor child, whom his unexpected appeaiu 
ance had at first rather appalled than cook- 
forted ; and when he succeeded, the first 
expression which the girl used intimated 
that '« he had come toa late." Upon en- 
quiring the meaning of this expression^ 
he learned that the deceased, upon the 
first attack of the mortal agony, had sent a 
peasant to the castle to beseech an inter- 
view of the Master of Ravenswood, and 
had expressed the utmost impatience for 
his return. But the messengers of the 
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|U)or are tardy and negligent : the fellow 
had not reached the castle, as was after- 
wards learned 9 until Ravens wood had left 
it, and had then found too much amuse- 
fiient among the retinue of the strangers to 
return in any haste to the cottage of Alice. 
Meantime her anxiety of mind seemed to 
increase with the agony of her body ; ant?, 
to use the phrase of Babie, her only attend- 
ant, " she prayed powerfully that she might 
see her master's son once more, and renew 
her warning.*^ She died just as the clock 
in the distant village tolled one ; and Ra- 
venswood remembered, with internal shud- 
dering, that he had heard the chime sound 
through the wood just before he had seen 
what be was now much disposed to consi- 
der as the spectre of the deceased. 

It was necessary, as well from his respect 
to the departed as in common humanity to 
her terrified attendant, that he should take 
some measures to relieve the girl from her 
distressing situation. The deceased, he 
^nder8tood, had expressed a desire to be 
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buried in a solitary church-yard near the 
little inn of the Tod'sAole, called the Her- 
mitage, or more commonly Armitage, in 
which lay interred some of the Ravenswood 
/amily, and many of their followers* Ra- 
yenswood conceived it his duty to gratify 
,this predilection, ^o commonly found to 
exist, among the Scottish pea^^antry, and 
dispatched Babie to the neighbouring vdU 
lage to procure the assistance of some fe- 
.males, assuring her that, in the meanwhile^ 
Jie would himself remain with the dead 
body, which, as in Thessaly of old, it i& 
accounted highly unfit to leave without a 
watch. 

Thus, in the course of a quarter of aa 
hour, or Httle more, he found himself sit- 
ting, a solitary guard over tlie inanimate 
oorse of her, whose dismissed spirit, unless 
his eyes had strangely deceived him, had so 
.shortly before manifested itself before him. 
Notwithstanding his natural courage, the 
Master was considerably aflFected by aeon- 
cucrence of circumstances so extraordina- 


THE BiilDS OF LAMHERMOOR. 325 

ry. " She died expressing her eager desir* 
to see me. Can it be, then," — was his na- 
tural course of reflection — " can strong 
and earnest wishes, formed during the last 
ngony of nature, survive its catastrophe, 
surmount the awful bounds of the spiritual 
world, and place before us its inhabitants 
in the hues and colouring of life? — And 
why was that manifested to the eye which 
could not unfold its tale to the ear P'— ^nd 
wherefore should a breach be made in the 
laws of nature, yet its purpose remain ui> 
known P-^i^-Vain questions, which only death, 
when it shall make me like the pale and wi^. 
thered form before me^ can ever i^esolve," 
. He laid a cloth, as he spoke, over the 
lifeless face, upon whose features he felt 
unwilling any longer to dwell. He then 
took his place in an old carved oaken chair^ 
emaniented with his own armorial bearings^ 
which Alicfe had contrived to appropriate 
to her own use in the pillage whkh took 
place among creditora, officers^ domestics^ 
and messengers of the law, when his £ithec 
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left RavensvTOod Castle for the last time. 
Thus seated, he banished, as much as be 
could, the superstitious feelings which the 
late incident naturally inspired. His own 
were si^ enough, without the exaggera- 
tions of supernatural tierFor, since he found 
himself transferred from the situation of a 
successful lover of Lucy Ashton, and an 
honoured and resjpected friend of her ib- 
ther, into the melancholy and solitary guar- 
dian of the abandoned and forsaken corpse 
of a common pauper. 

He was relieved, however, from his sad 
office sooner than he eould ? easosably have 
expected, from the distance betwixt the hut 
of the deceased and the village, and the age 
and infirmities of three old women, who 
came from thence, in military ^ phrase, to 
relieve guard upon the body of the defunct* 
On any other occasion the speed of these 
reverend sybils would have been much 
more moderate, for the first was eighty 
years of age and upwards, the second was 
paralytic, and the third lame of a leg frcua 
some accident But the burial duties ren- 
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dered to the deceafted, are, to the Scottisili 
peasant of either sex, a labour of love* 
:I know not whether it is from the temper 
of the peoplet grave and enthusiastic as it 
certainly is, or from the recollection of the 
anient catholic opinions, when the funeral 
rites were always considered as a period of 
festival to the living ; but feasting, good 
eheer, and even inebriety, were, and are, 
thefreq^uent accompaniments of a Scottish 
oid«£3ishi<Hied burial. What the funeral 
feast, or dirgie, as it is called, was^ to the 
men, the gloomy preparations of the dead 
body for the coffin were to the women. To 
straight the contorted limbs upon a board 
used for that melancholy purpose, to array 
th& corpse in dean linen, and over that ifi 
its wooUqn shroud, were operations com* 
mitted always to the old matrons of the vH- 
lage, smd in which they found a singular 
and gloomy delight. 

The old women paid the Master their 
salutations with a ghastly smile, which re- 
minded him of the. meeting betwixt Mae?: 
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betb aiMi the witches on the blasted heath 
of ^Forres* He g^ve them some moneyy 
und reqQtDfnenided to them the charge^ 9^ 
thq dead body of their contemporary, an 
pffice which they wiilii^ly undertook ; inti- 
matiBg to him ^t the same time that he m^imt 
leave the hutt, in order that they might be- 
gin 1;heir mournful duties. Ravenswood 
readily sitgreed to d^9f t, only tarrying to 
recommeiid to them due attention to the 
body, and to receive, iniwmation where be 
was to fmd the ae^toq, or beadle, who had 
in charge the deserted church-yard of the 
Armitage, in order to prepare matters for 
the reception of old Alice in the place of 
refose which she bad selected for berse^ 
** Yell no be pinched to fkd out Johnie 
Mortsheugfa," said the elder sybtl, and still 
her withered cheek bore a grisly smile-^ 
«* he dwells near the Tod's*hole, an house 
of entertainment whi^re there has been 
spopy a blithe birUng^^-^f death and drink- 
draining are near neigbboui^ to ane am* 
ther." 
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*• Ay ! and that's e'en true, cummer/* 
said the lame hag, propping herself with k 
crutch which supported th? shortness of 
lier left leg, ** for I mind when the father 
of this Master of Ravenswood that is now 
standing before us, sticked young Black- 
hall With his whinger, for a wrang word 
said ower their wine, or brandy, or what 
not — he gaed in as light as a lark, and he 
came out with his feet foremost. I was at 
the winding of the corpse ; and when the 
bluid was washed off, he was a bonnie bouk 
of man*s body.'' 

It may be easily believed that this ill- 
timed anecdote hastened the Master's pur* 
pose of quitting a company so evil-omened 
and so odious. Yet, while walking to the 
tree to which his horse was tied, and busy- 
ing himself with adjusting the girths of the 
saddle, he could not avoid hearing, througli 
the hedge of the little garden, a conversa- 
tion respecting himself, betwixt the lame 
woman and the octogenarian sybil. Th6 
pair had hobbled into the garden to gather 
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rosemary) southernrwood, ruei and otiier 
plants proper to be strewed upon the body, 
and burned by way of fumigation in the 
chimney of the cottage. The paralytic 
wretch, almost exhausted by the jouni^, 
was left guard upon the corpse, lest witches 
or fiends might play their sport with it 

The following low croaking dialogue was 
necessarily overheard by the Master of Ra.- 
venswood :. — «* That's a fresh and fulU 
grown hemlock, Annie Winnie-— mony a 
cummer l^ng syne wad hae sought nae bet- 
ter, horse to flee over hill and how, through 
mist and moonlight, and light doun in the 
King of France's cellar," 

« Ay, cummer! but the very de'il has 
turned as hard-hearted now as the Lord 
Keeper, and the grit folk that hae breasts 
like whin-stane. They prick us and they 
pine us, and they pit us on the pinny- 
winkles for witches ; and, if I say my 
prayers , backwards ten times ower, Satan 
will never gi'e me amenta o* them." 

*< Did ye ever see the foul thief?? asked 
her neighbour. 


THB BRIDE OF LAMMERMOOR. 231 

. * ^ Na !'* replied the other spakeawoman ; 
**but I trow I hae dreamed of him mony 
8 time, and I think the day will come 
they will bum me for't But ne'er mind, 
cummer ! we hae this dollar of the Mas* 
ter*s, and we'll send doiin for bread and 
for aill^ and tobacco, and a drap brandy to 
burn^ and a wee pickle safl sugar — and be 
there de'il, or nae de'ilt lass, we'll hae a 
merry night o'U" 

Here her leathern chops uttered a sort 
of cackling ghastly laugh, resembling, to a 
certain degree, the cry of the screech-owl. 

** He is a frank man, and a free-hand- 
ed man, the Master," said Annie Winnie, 
<< and a comely personagCr^-^broad in the 
shouthers, and narrow around the lungies 
-—he wad mak a bonnie corpse-^I wad 
like to hae the streaking and winding o' 
him." 

" It is written on his brow, Annie Win- 
nie," returned the octogenarian, her com- 
panion, << that hand of woman, or of man 
either, will never atraught him-^dead-deal 
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wUl never be laid to, his back — make yoa 
your market of that» for I hae it frae a sure 
hand." 

•* Will it be his lot todie on the battle* 
ground then, Ailsie Gourlay ?-r^Wiil he die 
by the sword or the ball, as his forbears 
hae dune before hitn mony ane o* them ?" 
. M Ask nae mair questions about it — he'll 
no be graced sae far/^ replied the sage# 

"I ken ye are wiser than ither folk, 
Ailsie Gourlay — But wha tell'd ye this 2" 
' ,. *• Fashna your thum^ about that, An- 
nie Winnie,'* answered the sybil—** I hae 
it frae a hand sure aneugh." 

♦* But ye said ye never saw the foul 
tiiief," reiterated her inqui^kive compa^^^ 
nion. ^ 

<> I hae it frae as sure a hand," said Ait- 
ste, ^* and from them that spaed his fortune 
before the sark gaed ower his head.'* 

** Hark! I hear his horse's feet riding 
cyff," said the other ; *^ they dinna sound aj 
if good luck was wi' thenu" 
. ^< Mak hasten sirs," cried tJbie paralytic 
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bag from the cottage, '< and let us do what 
is needful and say what is fitting ; for, if 
the dead corpse binna straughted, it MdU 
girn and thrawr, and that will fear the best 
of us." 

Ravenswood \vas now out of hearing. 
He despised most of the ordinary preju- 
dices about witchcraft, omens, and vatici* 
nation, to which hfs age and country still 
gave such implicit credit, that, to express 
a doubt of them, was accounted a crime 
equal to the unbelief of Jews or Saracens ;^ 
he knew also that the prevailing belief com- 
cerniog witches, operating Upon the hypo-- 
chondriac habits of those whom age, infir«i 
paity, and poverty. rendered liable to sii^f* 
picion, and enforced by the fear of death, 
and the pangs of the most cruel tortures^ 
often extorted those confessions which en- 
cumber and disgrace the criminal records 
x)f Scotland dufing ihe seventeenth ceoi- 
tury. But the yhion of that' morning; 
whether real or imaginary, had impressed 
his mind with a superstitious feeling which 
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he in vam eiidea^dured to shake off. Thk 
aature of the business which awaited him 
at the little inn, called Tod'shole, where 
he soon after arrived, was not of ft kind^ 
restore his spirits. 

It was necessary he should see Mort- 
dhebgh, the sexton c^ the old burial-ground 
at Armitage, to arrange matters for theTu^ 
neral of Alice ; and as the man dwelt nea^ 
the place of her late residence, the Master^ 
after a sKght refreshment, walked towards 
the place where the body of Alice was 
to be deposited. It was situated in the 
nook formed by the eddying sweep of a 
stream, which issued from the adjoining 
hills. A rude cavern in an adjacent rock, 
which, in the interior, was cut into the 
shape of a cross, formed the hermitage^ 
where some Saxon saint had in ancient 
times done penance, and given name to 
the place. The rich Abbey of Colding* 
hame had, in latter days, established a 
chapel in the neighbourhood, of which no 
vestige was now visible, though the church* 
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yard which surrQuoded it» was still, as up- 
on the present occastoo* used for the inter* 
ment of particular persons* One or two 
shattered yew-trees atill grew within the 
precincts of that which had once been holy 
groiind. Warriofs and barona bad been 
buried there of old» but their names were 
forgotten, and their monuments dii^moKslu 
f d« The only sepulchral memorials which 
remained, were the upright head^stones 
which mark the grave of persons of an ior 
ferior rank. The abode of the sexton was 
a solitary cottage adjacent to the ruined 
wall of the cemetery, but so low, and ha- 
ving its thatch, which nearly reached the 
ground, covered with such a crop of grass, 
fog, and house leeks, that it resembled an. 
overgrown grave. On enquiry, however^ 
Ravens wood found that the man of the 
last mattock was absent at a bridal, be- 
ing fiddler as well as grave-digger to the 
vicinity • He therrfore retired to the little 
inn, leaving a message that early next 
morning he would again call for the per^ 
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80D, whose double occupation connected 
him at once with the house <^ mourning^ 
and the house of feasting. 

An outrider of the Marquis arrived at 
Tod's-bole shortly after, with a message 
intimating that his master would join Ra« 
ven^wood at that place on the following 
morning ; and the Master, who would other- 
wise have proceeded to his old retreat at 
Wolf's Crag, remained there accordingly^ 
to give the meetings to hia noble kinsman.. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Samlet Has this fellow no feeling of his business-^he sings 

at grave making. 
Ilcraii0* Custom bakb macte it in him a property of eniness. 
HandeU *Ti& e'en so, the band of little employment hath tfaa 
daintier sense» 

Shakespeare. 

The sleep of Ravenswood was broken 
by ghastly and agitating visions, and his 
waking intervals disturbed by melancholy 
reflections on the past» and painful antici« 
pations of the future. He was perhaps the 
only traveller who ever slept in that miser- 
able kennel without complaining of his 
lodgings, or feeling inconveniences from 
their deficiencies. It is when " the mind 
is free the body's delicate.'* Morning, 
however, found the Master an early riser, 
in hopes that the fresh air of the dawn 
Alight afford the refreshment which night 
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bad refused him. He took his way to- 
wards the solitary biirial-ground» which lay 
about half a mile from the inn. 

The thin blue smoke, which already be- 
gan to curl upward, and to distinguish the 
cottage of the living from the habitation 
of the dead, apprized him that ita inmate 
bad returned and was stirring. According- 
ly, on entering the little church- yard, he 
saw the old man labouring in a half-made 
grave. My destiny, thought Ravenswood, 
seems to lead me to scenes of fate and of 
death ; but these are childish thoughts, and 
they shall not master me. I will not again 
suffer my imagination to beguile my senses* 
—The old man rested on his spade as the 
Master approached him, as if to receive 
his commands, and as he did not immedi- 
ately speak, the^exton opened the discourse 
in his own way. 

** Ye will be a wedding Customer, sir, Fse 
warrant.** 

" What makes you think so, friend ?* re- 
plied the Master* 


« I Hve by twa trades, sir," replied the 
blythe old man ; ^ fiddle, sir» and spade ; 
filling the world, and emptying of it ; and 
I suld ken baith cast of customers by head* 
mark in thirty years practice." 

<^ You are mistaken, however, this morn* 
ing," replied Ravenswood. 

<< Am I?" said the old man, looking 
keenly at him, ^' troth and it ihay be $ 
fdnc«, for as brent as your brow is, there is 
something sitting upon it this day, that is as 
near akin to death as to wedlock. Weel, 
weel, the pick and shovel are as ready to 
your order as bow and fiddle." 

•« I wish you," said Ravenswood, " to 
look after the decent interment of an old 
woman, Alice Gray, who lived at the Craig- 
foot in Ravenswood Park," 

•* Alice Gray! blind Alice!" said the 
sexton ; << and is she gane at last ? that's 
another jow of thebell to bid me be ready. I 
mind when Habbie Gray brought her down 
to this land ; a likely lass she was then, and 
looked ower her southland nose at us a\ I 
S 
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trow her {>fidQ got a dpwacoiapie. . A|id>is 
she e*en ga^ie f ' 

*^ She dii^d yesterdj^y/' said Ra^ eqswoqd ; 
^<and desired to be buried here, h^fid^ hec 
husband } you will knosy where he Ufa, »a. 
doubt." 

" Ken where he lies ?" ^nswer^ th^ sex* 
ton, with national indirection of response^ 
*• I ken where a' ^ body lies, that lies herje. 
But ye were speaking o' her grav^ ?— J^ord 
help us — it's no an ordin^r grave thafe will 
haud her in, if Vs true that folks said, af 
Alice in her auld days ; and if* I gae tq si;c 
feet deep, and a warlock's grave shouldoa^ 
be an inch mair ebb, or her ain witch 
cammers would soon whirl her out of her 
shroud for a' their auld acqvtaiatance— and 
be't six feet, or be't three* wha's to pay 
the making o't, I pray ye ?" 

«< I will pay that, my friend, = and all 
other reasonable charges.". 
/' Reasonable charges?" said the sexton; 

ou, there's ground.mail> and bell»»ller. 


(I 
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^though tht bdl^ broken nae doubt) and 
the kist, and my day's wark, and my bit fee» 
and some brandy and aiil to the drigie — I am 
no thinking that you can inter her, to ca* 
decently, under saxteen pund Scots.** 

•* There is the money, my firiend,** said 
Ravenswood, •*and something over. Be. 
sure you know the grave." 

« Ye'll be ane o* her English relations, 
Pse warrant,'* said the hoary man of skulls ; 
•« I hae heard she married far below her 
station ; it was very right to let her bite 
on the bridle when she was living, and 
its very right to gie her a decent burial 
now she's dead, for that's a matter o' credit 
to yoursfeU rather than to her. Folk may 
let their kindred shift for themsells when 
they are alive, and can bear the burthen of 
their ain misdoings ; but it is an unnatural 
thing to let them be buried like dogs, when 
a' the discredit gangs to the kindred— 
what kens the dead corse about it ?" 

« You would not have people neglect 
their relations on a bridal occasion neither," 

VOL* II. L 
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told RdvM9wood, whe mtd^ smns^ with 
ike pr^f e^sioasl limitatian o£ ihe gravfr^* 

The old f»ta oast up.hisfibaif> gj^ ^y^ 
with a 6hr«M^ smik, m if be undeislood 
tke jeMis bttt imtmtly coortanued wi^' his 
fiMrmer gravity ^7—" Bridalsi^wba wad h?- 
gleet bridals that had ony regard for jplenUh* 
iBg thfe earth ? To fa)e -sure, they sold be 
celebrated with all tx>aTuier of good ch^er, 
and meeting of frieodst and ttmsical instru^ 
mentSy harp, sackbut^ and psaltery; or 
gude fiddle and p^pesi^hen these auld* 
warld ifistraments 4^f melody arc haid to 
be compassed.'' . 

<« The presence of the fiddly I* dare say," 
replied Raveoswood^ ^< WQidd atonf ficir the 
absence of all the others.'' 

The sexton agaia looked sbaiply up at 
Um, as he atswei^edi 'vNae daabfr-^aae 
doubt — if it were weel played }*^hut yok 
der/' he sdid, as if to change the discourse, 
^ iB Halbart Gray's lang hame, that ye 
were speenng after^ jtts£ the thi^d bouiock 
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beyoodthfi itiacklethrough^stene.thatstands 
on sax le^s yonder* abune some an^ of the 
Ravcm woods; for there is nsony of their 
kin and lolifowcra here, de'il lift them! 
though it isoa JQSt their main burial-place/ 

^* They are no favourites then of yoors 
these Raveo8iK)dds9*' said the Master, not 
milch pleased with the passing benediction 
^hich was thus bestowed on his family and 
name. 

** I ken na wha should favour them,'* 
said the : grave-digger; «* when they had 
lands and power, they were ill guides of 
them baith, and i&ow their head's down, 
there's few care how lang they may be of 
hitha^ it again*'' 

^< Indeed !*' said Ravenswood, *< I never 
beard that this unhappy family deserved 
ill-wiU at the bands of their country. I 
grant th^ poverty— 'k^ Uiat renders them 
eofitemptible." 

<' It will gang a far way tili't," said the sex* 
ton of Hermitage, ^* ye may tak my word for 
thatj— at least, I ken naething eUe that suld 
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mak myself contemptible, and folk are /ar 
frae respecting me as they wad do if I lived 
in a twa-lofted sclated house. But as for 
the HavenswoodSy I hae seen three gene- 
itations of them, and de'il ane to mend 
other.*' * 

<< I thought they had enjoyed a fair 
character in the country/' said their des? 
cendant. 

" Character! Ou ye see, sir," said the 
sexton, *' as for the auld gude-sire body of 
a lord, I lived on his land when I was a 
swanking young chield, and could hae 
blawn the trumpet wi' ony body, for I had 
wind eneugh tben~>and touching this truoi*^ 
peter Marine that I have heard play afor^ 
the Lords of* the Circuit, I wad hae made 
nae mair o' him than of a bairn and a 
bawbee whistle-~I defy him to hae play'd 
; Boot and saddle,' or * Horse and away/ 
or * Gallants, come trot,' with me^— he has 
na the tones.^ 

^* But what is all this to old Lord Ravens* 
woo(J, my friend?" said the Master, who. 
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with an anxiety not unnatural in his cir- 
cum^tances, was desirous of prosecuting the 
musician's first topic— *^ What had his me- 
mory to do with the degeneracy of the 
trumpet music T 

^'Just this, sir,"* answered the sexton» 
«* that I lost my wind in his service. Ye 
see I was trumpeter at the castle, and had 
allowance for Hawing at break of day, and 
at dinner, time^ and other whiles when there 
was company about^ and it pleased my lord ; 
and when he raised his militia to caper 
awa'. to Both well Brigg against the wrang« 
headed wastland whigs, I behoved, reason 
or nane, to munt a horse and caper awa wi' 
them.'' 

^* And very reasonable, " said Ravens* 
wood } ** you were his servant and vassal." 

« Servitor, say yie ?• replied the sexton, 
^ and sa F was — but it was ta Uaw fdk to 
their wartn dinner, or at the warst to a decent 
kirk«yard, and no to skirl them awa' to a 
Uuidy brae side,where there was dell a bed» 
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ral but the hooded cuave. fiiit bide f6f^ 
ye shall hear wbat earn ifty and bow &t I 
am bond to be bede^osaH to the KaTcan^ 
woods. -^Till't, ye sec, we gae'd on a kmM 
simmer mornings twenty-lbarthi of Jancj 
aaxteen hundred atid se^i^^nuie, of a*^ the 
days o^'the month and year,^^drams beat-^ 
guns rattled-^horses kicked and trampleih 
Hackstoim of Rathillet keepat the *brigg 
wi' musket and carabine and pike» swoidaiHl 
sey theforwhat I ken, and we borsetnenwere 
imief ed down to crdss at the ford,**^ hato 
ibntoat V times^ let abewhew tb€ii%!s tkam 
sandsofarmedmenontheotbel*8ide. Tbem 
Was auld Ravenswood brandkUng bia A»# 
drew Ferrara at the head, and crying tons 
to come and buckle to, as if we btd been 
giiunto a iiur^-^tbere was Ca^eblMdeestaMi 
that is bring yet, ftourisbing in tbe rear, and 
twearing Gog and Magog, he wculd ^ptit 
Meel through the guts of-QWcy a&an that tuni* 
cd bridle^-^tbere was young AUan Raveni« 
moodi timt was then Master, wi^ a bended 
pistol in his hand,— it was a mercy4t gaed 


M^ «ff,.-^jryiog to me, that liad aewrce as 
ihuch iMind left as serv^e the necessary puxw 
pose of my am kaig% ^* Soimd, yon pol« 
tMon! sovndi you^damtied cowardly vHlain^ 
or I mill tatow^ your brakis out !** and, to be 
aurcb. I bfew ric poiata of war, that tke 
aorangti of a 4dodiiii*heD was music to 

: «' Well, str» cut alt this short;' said Aa* 
▼enswood. 

<f Shartl^I had been like to be cut 
akirt nyaeU^ in the flbwer qf my youth^ 
as scripl«Ke»ys|.aiid that's the Tcry tikmg 
tltetl complBe& o'<«» Weel ! in to tht water 
m^ behaved af to splash, heeb ower Head^ 
4Bt or fa'«-ae horse driving on anither^ 
as is the w&y of bsute beasts and riders 
that hae m little seQse,--^he very bushes 
on the ither side were ablee^ie, wi* the 
flashes of the. whig gnns} and my horse had 
jnst taen the gfund, when a.btackavised 
lArestland cari&»->l wad mind the iiM^e.o' him 
a hundred yoESrs yal;»-.^..an ee like a. wild 
£ilcon% and a beaid as broad as my shovei, 
clapped the end o* his lang black gun with* 
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in a quartem length of my log I — by < t)i« 
grace of Mercy 9 the horse sinarved roun^i 
and I fell aff at the tae. side a» ihe ball 
whistled bye at the tkher^ and the jfeU' auld 
lord took the whig such a> swtank vt' bis 
brpadswoi^d that he made twa pieces 0? bis 
head, and down feU the iurdane wi' ^a' his 
bowk abune me.'' 

V You were rather obliged to -the 6ld 
lord, I think,'' said Ravenswood. 

<< Was I ? my sartiel £rsfc fi>r teitoghig 
me into Jeopardy^ would! novld I-^-^^^^umI 
then for wboodtng a chield on. tiie tap of 
me^.tlmt da^g!the very wind .out - of my 
body— I hae been short-breathed ettr 
since, and c^nna gang twenty yards witb* 
out peghing like a miller's aiver«" 

<< You lost then your place as trumprt- 
er," said Ravenswood." 

^^ Lost it-^to be sure I lost > it»" replied 
the sexton, ** for I cbuldna have pl»d 
pew upon a dry humlock ; — buiilmight liae 
dune weeleneugb, for I keepit tlxe wage 
and the free house, and little to do but 
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^y on the fiddle to theni) but ibr this AU 
\m Lord Jtai^enftwoodi that^s far waur than 
eve^ hi# father was.'* : 
: «' Wbal^'* said the Martar, « dfa^ my fa- 
ther^^I mean did his €aAb€T% S0n--^.thi8 last 
Lord Ravtns woody deprive yopp of what the 
bauQtjy of bis. iktber allowed you T* 

*« Ay, troth did he," answered the old 
mtin ; .^. fw he loot his aflbirs gang to the 
dogs, and let in this Sir William Ashton on 
us,'tM» wtiil gt'is naething for naething, and 
just removed me and a' the puir creatures 
that bid 4>ite and soup at the castle, and a 
hole ta put our beadu in, when thicigs were 
in the auld way." 

** If Lord B;avaiswood protected hh 
people, my friend, while h^ had the means 
'of doing so, I think they might spare his 
memory,"' replied Ravenswood. 

** Ye are welcome to your ain optntoh, 
sir,'* said the sexton ; *• but ye winna per- 
suade me that he* did his duty, either to 
himsel or to hn^* poor dependent creatures, 
in guiding us the gate he has done-— he 
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migbt fate gi'^i ut lift^rent tacks of mtr 
l»t$ o^ famifes «i^ jatdft^Huid me, thatf s^ m 
auld man, living in ytm misefiMa calHiH 
liiat's fitter for the dead than the ^uick, 
and killed wi' rhettmatise, and John nSmitli 
n my dainty bit mailing, rad hb window 
glazen, and a' because fiavenawood guided 
his gear like a fide/ 

•* It is but too true,'' said Ravenawoodt 
eonsctenee-$truGk ; ^< the penaktim of ex* 
travagance extend far^ bf^oiid the pipdi* 
gal's own iu&rings«" 

^ However/ laid the sextmiy ^< this young 
aaan Sidgar is like to avenge my wrangs cm 
the baill of his kindred." 

^ indeed^'' said Ravenswood; ^* why 
should you suppose so 7** 

^ They say he is abooit to marry the 
daughter of iieddy Afthton; and let her 
kddysbip get his h^d ance under her ox- 
ter^ and see you if she winna gi'e his aeck 
a tfaraw. Sorra a bit if I weie him^^Let 
her alane for handing a' thing in het water 
. that draws near her-— sae the waist wiph I 
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«b#11* wkb the li^ is, that h» may take his 
«ia ^ftditakle. gate o% .and ally himsel wi' 
]fm tatbef^ enemies, that have taken his 
broad lands and my bonnie kaH^^yard from 
the lawful ,o wnersi thereoi.'* ' 
. Cervaffites . acutely Temarka^ that flattery 
ia.jpleaaing emu ifom the mouth of a mad- 
ipan ; and censure, as well as prdiset oftea 
aiaots Wi wUte- we despise the oiiiniona 
Had . motivM on which it is founded and 
exptesaed. Banrenssvood, . abruptly r eite* 
rating hh command that Alice^s fmieral 
ahoidd be attended ta^ flung away froi^ 
>jthe sexton f under the painful impression 
that the great, as well as the small vuigafy 
ivould think oi hts engagement with Lucy 
like this ignorant and selfish peasant. 

** And I ha\re stooped to subject myself 
10 these ^ calumnies, and am rejected not* 

withstanding. Lucy, your faith must be 

» 

truie and peit'ect as the diamofld, to com- 
pensate for the dishonour which men's 
opinions, and the conduct of your mothery 
attach to the heir of Ravenswood." 


' As he raised hi$ eyes^ he beheld iht 
Mar^s of A — --> wha, having arrived art 
the Tod'a-holei bad walked forth to look 
Ibf hk kinamao. 

After mutual greetii^p, he made some 
apology. to the Master for not coming lor* 
^ard on the preceding evening. <^ It was 
haa wi»b>' he said, ** to have done «o, but 
he had come to the knowledge of some 
matters whipb: induced him to d^y his 
purpose* I findi" be sfud» ^* there has been 
a love affak bere» kinsman ; and though I 
might blame you for not having communi- 
cated with meg a$ being ia some degree 
the chief of your family*'-^— ^ ; 

VV With your lordship's permission," said 
Ravenswoody ^* I am deeply gratefiil for 
the interest you are pleiused to take in me 
— *but / am the chief and head of my fa^ 
toiJy/^ 

'< I know it — I know it," said the Mar- 
quis ; <* in a strict heraldic and geoealo* 
gical s^nse, you certainly are so — what i 
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tnean i% that being in schne measure un- 
der rty guardianship"— — 
• w I must ^ take the fiberty to say, my 
lord," answered Ravenswood— and the tone 
Iff' which he interrupted {he Marquis bo« 
ded no long duration to the ft-iendship of 
the noble relatives, when' he himfself was' 
fortufiately interrupted by the little sex- 
ton, 'who came puffing after them, to ask 
if their honours would chuse music at the 
change-house td rtake up fbr short cheer. 
^ ^ We want no^ musie,'^ said the Master, 
abruptly. 

** Your honour disna ken what yeVe 
refusing; then," said the fiddler, with the 
impertinent freedom of his profession. " f 
can play, ^Will't thou do't again,* and 'the 
Auld Man's Mear*s Dead,' sax times better 
than ever Pattie Birnife. PU get my fiddle 
in the turning of a coflin-screw." 

" Take yourself away, Sir,'' said the 
Marquis. 

" And if your honour be a north-coun- 
try gentleman," said the persevering min- 
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strely << whilk I wad judge from jouir 
tongue, I can play, < Li^ersm Cosh,' and 
« MuUin Dhut' and ^ the Cumtners of 
Athole.*^ 

" Take yourself away, fiiend j you ii^ 
terrupt our conversation/' 

** Or i^ under your honour'a favour, ye 
should happen to be a tbou>i:;bt boDe.si» I 
can play, (this in a low and confidential 
tone,) < Killiecrankie,' and < the I^ing ehall 
hae his ^in,' and * the Auld Stuart< \ll^^^ 
again,'-— and the wife at the change-bouse 
is a decent discreet body, neither kens nor 
cares what toasts are drunken, and what 
tunes are played in her house-«*she's deaf 
to a* thing but the clink o' the siller." 

The Marquis, who was soaotetiines sua* 
pected of jacobitisni, could not help laiui^ 
ing as he threw the fellow a dollar, and 
bid him go play to the servants if be had a 
inind, and leave them at peaces 

«• Aweel, gentlemen," said he, •* I ,ani 
wishing your honours gude day-— I'll be a' 
^e better of the dollar, and ye'll be the 
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waur of wanting the music, I'se tell 
But l*w gang hame, and finish the grave 
in the tuning o' a fiddle string, and then 
get my bread-winner, and awa' to your folkt 
and see if they bae better lugs than their 
masters.'' 
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CHAPTER XI. . 

True love, an' thou be true. 
Thou has one Idttle part to pkjr ; 

For fortune, fiishion, fancy, and thou> 
Maun strive for many a day. 

I've kenn'd by mony a friend's tale. 
Far bettier by this heart of mine. 

What time and change of fancy avail 
A true love-knot to untwine. 

Hendersouk. 

** I WISHED to tell ypu^ my good kins^ 
man/' said the Marquisy ^ now that we arf^ 
quit of this impertinent fiddler, that I had 
tried to discuss this love affiur of yours witfe 
Sir^ William Ashton's daughter. I never 
saw the young lady^ but for a few minutes 
to»dayj sop being a stranger to her per- 
sonal merits^ I pay a compliment to yaut 
and offer her no offence, in saying you 
might do better." 

10 
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<< My lord, I am much indebted for the 
interest you have taken in my b&ats/* said 
Bavenswood. ^ I did not intend to havp 
troubled you in any matter concerning. 
Miss Ash ton. -As my engagement with 
that young lady has reached your lordship/ 
I^can only say, lliat yoo must necessarily, 
sii^pose that I was aware of the objections 
tQ my marrying into her father^s &mi}y, 
apd of course must .have been cMnpletely: 
satisfied with, the reasons by wbicb these 
olgections are over-ibalanced, since I bave 
proceeded so £ir in the matter." 

: «* Nay» Master, if you had heard me out,^ 
said his noble relation, ** you might have 
spared that observation ; for, without ques- 
tioning that you had re»»ons which seemed 
to. you to counterbalance every other ob* 
stacle, I set myself, by every means that it 
became me to use towards the Ashtons, to 
persuade them to meet your views.'* 

, <^ I am obliged to yoinr lordship for your 
unsolicited intercession," said Ravenswood, 
^< especially as 1 am sure your lordship wonld 
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aever carrjr it beyond the bounds which it 
bfictme me to uscw" 

^ OStiwA^ said the. Marquis, ** you tMf 
be orat&fent ;. I my sdf felt the delf cft^y^ 
ttie malter too mack to place a genilefkiftiv 
QMrfy coQoeeted widi my hoyse m n de-* 
gniiog ot AalMDVn isitmlian with these 
^htonsf* But 1 poflsted obt all the mdviM^ 
tages of theur manryiDg their dai^hter itito^ 
jtbooaec so hmounifak, and so neavly rehk 
tid mik tho firsi aa Seotland ; I ex^inedl 
4|ie t:iiact degree of rehriionshtp in whi<^ 
tiie Ravenstvooda ataild .to oofwlves f s&dr 
i evea hii»ted boilr po&iical Enattwi were 
Nie to ttttn, end what, cards would -to 
tmmps aext pantiatneut* I saa^ I r^mleA 
you as a soii«^or a^ sephew, or ao^^*«mtiiM 
than as a mofe distant relatioo y and that 
I iMde yiwr affiar entirety my owm*' 

<< And what was the tssoe of your lerd'* 

ship's explanation r' said Ravanawood, in 

some doubt whether he should reseat or 

ekpresa gratitude tor his tnterf erence* 

. ^ Why» the Lord Keeper would have 
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itttened to reaaon^" said the Mar^pm ; *^ he 
k rather unwiUing^to teare his place, whtcb^ 
ia the preseot view of a change, most vaik i 
and, to my truth, he seemed to have a likings 
for fott, and to be senttUe of the general 
advantages to be attained by soch a matdu 
But his lady, who is tongne of the tramp,. 
Master,''-*— 

'' What of Lady Ashton, my losd?^ saii 
fiiavenswoed ) ^ let me know the iasne of 
this extraordinary confereBce-^I can 
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^^ I am giad of that, kinaaaan,^ said die 
Maiiqttt%. «^ for I am aahamod t» trii. yon 
half what she said. It is ennugh«>*i»ker amid 
iSi made up-«4tod the mistrem^* a tirsi^mta 
boarding-school could not haRre re^aetod 
:with mote haughty indiffiBrenoe the suit of 
a half-pay Iciak officer^ beseechmg permial^ 
^i^m to wait upon the heiresa of a West in^ 
dia [daater, than lady Ashton spumed 
every proposal of ascdiation which it could 
at all become me to offer ia behalf of yWt 
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Biygodd kibstnan. I cannot guess v^bat 
she means* A more honoarable x^onnec- 
tionshe could not form, that's certain. As 
for money and land, that used to be bet 
husband's busioess rather than her'sj' 1 
jtedly think she hates you fM having the 
birth that her husband wants, and p^baps 
for wanting the knds that her goodman 
iiisi. iBut I should only vex you to say 
nore about itr^here we are at the cfaangts- 
jiouse."^ 

The Master of Ravenswood paused as he 
eetered the cottage, which reeked through 
aUits crevkesi and they were not few,^ from 
tlie exwtieiis of the Marquises traveiiing* 
eodks to supply good cheer, and spread^ as 
it ware, a table in the wilderness. 

*^ My Lord Marquis," said RavenswocMl^ 
f* I already mentioned that accident has 
put your lordship in possesion of a secret, 
which, with my consent, should have re- 
mained one even to you, my kinsman, for 
^ome time. Since the secret was to part 
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fram my own custod j, and that of the only 
person besides who was interested in it, I 
am not sorry it should, have reached your 
lordship's ears» as being fully aware that 
you are my noble kipsman and friend."* 

*^ You may believe it is safely lodged 
w;th me. Master of Ravenswood/' said the 
Marquis ; <^ but I should like well to hear 
you say» that you renounced the idea of ao 
aUiaqce, which you can hardly pursue witlu 
out a certain degree of degradation."* 
,, «« Of that, my lord, I, shall jndge^'' Bn-^ 
swered Ravepswood-*-'^ and I hope witb 
4^Iicacy as sensitive as any of my friends* 
But I have no. engagement with. Sir WiU 
liam and Lady Ashton. It is with Misa 
Ashton alone that I have entered upon the, 
subjeqtf and my conduct in the matter shall 
be entirely rul^ by bar's. . If she conti-* 
nu^s to prefer me in my poverty to the 
wealthier suitors whom her friends recomw 
mend, I may well make some sacrifice to 
her sincere affection — I may well surrender 
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t0 her the less tangible and less palpable ad« 
vantage of birth, aad the deep-rooted pre- 
judices of family hatred. If Miss Luej 
AahtoB riiould ohai^ her miod on a sub- 
ject isi sueh delicacj, I trust my friends. 
iviU be aiknt on my diss^ppofintment, and 
I shall know how to make my enemies so.** 
^ Spoke like a gallant young noblemany'' 
said the Marquis ; *< feriny part I ha^ that 
wgard fi»r yoo, that I should be sorry the 
thing went oiu This^ Sir William Ashton 
wu a pretty etnough petty-foggingkin^ of a 
lawyer twenty years ago, and betwixt bat- 
tling. at the bar» and leading in committees 
of Fartianftent, he has got well od-^— the 
Darien matter lent him a lift, for he had 
good intelUgence and sound views, and 
sold oiit in time-^but the best work is had 
out 4if him. No Scotch goTCrnmeut wiH 
take him at his own, or rather his wife's 
extravagant valuation ; and betwixt his in- 
decision and her insolence, from all 1 can 
guesBy be will outsit bis market, and be had 
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cheap when no one will \h4 fm him. I aay 

Baching ot Miss Ashton ; but 1 4s»tf e you, 

AC(Mio6ation wkb bw fa&er will be neither 

uaefui joor ornamenult beytM^I that parfeof 

y0W fiber's spoils w^id> be bm^ be prevail* 

ed upom to 4i^lgoi'£^ 1^ way of iocher-good 

•^and tfake my word fw it^ y<m wdi ^et 

metre 'if you have spirit to bell tbe caat with 

bimin the ^iois PaFliatneiit.-~And I wiUbe 

the man, coudn," contintted his Iwdriupt 

«f will C€^r6e the fox for you» and make 

him rue the day that ever be tefoa^ a oona^ 

position toa honourable, for fai»^ and pro* 

posed by me on the behalf of a ]cinsman«* 

There was something in sjl this. tbMy as 

)t were, overshot the mark. Ravensmood 

could not disguise from himself that hia 

noble kinsman had more reasons for taking 

offence at the recefktioa of his suitt tisuin re# 

garded his interest and bononr, yel he oauM 

neither complain nor be surpiised tihat it 

f hould be sOb He contented bimseif there* 

fore with repeating, that his attachment 

was to Miss Ashton personally } that he de* 
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sired neither wealth nor aggrandizement 
from her father's means and infloence, and 
that nothing should prevent his keeping his 
engagement, excepting her own express de- 
sire that it should be reiinquished-^and h6 
requested as a favour that the matter might 
be ilo more mentioned betwilct th*em at 
present, assuring the Marquis of A ■ ■ ' ^ 
that he should be his confident in its pro- 
gress or its tnterrtiption. 

: The Marquis ^bn had more agreeable, 
8S well as more intei'esting subjects on 
which to converse. A foot post, who had 
followed him from Edinburgh to Kavens- 
wood castle, and bad traced his steps to the 
Tod's-hole, brought them a packet laded 
with good news. The political calculations 
of the Marquis had proved just, both in 
London and at Edinburgh, and he saw 
almost within his graspi the pre-eminence 
for which he had panted. — The refresh- 
ments which the servants had prepared 
were now put on the table, and an epicure 
would perhaps have enjoyed them with a[d- 
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4itiooAl eest, frpia the oootrMt which such 
fiure afiwded to tbe nuwiahle cabin n 
ivhich ife wa» served ugu : , 

The Ivm qkT ccmv^isattoa co]T«poiid«d 
mth .md «dded to the social feelii^ of 
the company* The Man|iiis expanded with 
Ipletfiurp on the power whiob ffobahle in* 
fidente were Jike to as^n to him, and on 
the we whidi he hoped to make of it^ m 
serving his kinsmaa £avenswood«. Eaveos^ 
wood could but repeat the gra,titade which 
i\e redly felt» even when he considered the 
topic as. too long dwelt upoQ^ The wine 
was excellent, notwithstanding its having 
^en hrought in a runilet from Edinbucgb ; 
«id the habits of the Marquis, when en* 
^aged. with such good cheer,, were some* 
what sedentary* And so it fell out that 
•they delayed their Journey two hours later 
ihan W4S. their priginSil purpose* 

*< But what of that, my good young 
friend ?" said the Marquis ; " your castle of 
Wolfs Crag is but at five or six miles dis- 
t«nce, and will afford the ^me hospitality 

yot. u. u 
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to your kinsman of A-^->— , that it gave to 
tBisr same Sir WiHiam Ashton." 

'< Sir William took the castie by ^tom,r 
said Ravenswoocl, ^ and, like maHy a no- 
tor, had little reason to congratulale bini- 
self on his conquest*** 

« Well, welir said Lord A-—, ^vhoee 
tVtgmty W9S something relaxed by the wioe 
he had drunic, — ** I see I must bribe yoti to 
harbour me — come, pledge me in a bum* 
per healtih to the last young lady that lAept 
at Woir« Crag, and liked her quarters..^ 
My bones are not so tender as hers, and I 
am resolved to occupy her apartment to- 
night, that i may judgie howiiard thet^3uch 
is that love can soften.** 

^ Your lordship may chuse vhat pcmance 
you please," said Ravens wood; ^* but I as* 
sure you, I should expect my old servant 
to hang himself, or throw himself from the 
battlements, should your lordship visit him 
80 unexpectedly— I do assure jou^ we arc 
totally and literally unprovided." 

^tit his declaration only brought from bis 


\^ 
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tioble patron am assurance ^f his own total 
indi^rence as ta every species of accom* 
modation, and his determination to see the 
towerof Woirs Crag* His ancestor, he said, 
'had been feasted there, when he went for- 
' ward with the then Lord fiavenswood to 
the fatal battle of Flodden, in which they 
4)oth felL Th%is hard pressed, the Master 
offered to ride forward to get matters put 
^n such preparation, as time and circum- 
-fitances admitted ; but the Marquis pro- 
tested, his kinsman must afford him his 
-company, and would only consent that an 
arant'conrier should carry to the destined 
Seneschal, Caleb Balderstone, the unex- 
pected news of this invasion. 

The Master of Ravenswood soon after 
accompanied the Marquis in his carriage, 
as the latter had proposed { and when they 
•became better acquainted in the progress of 
the journey, his noble relation explained the 
very liberal views which he entertained fof 
his relation'6 preferinent, in case of the suc- 
cess of his own po^litical schemes. They re- 
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lated to a secret, and highly iwfpttAht <i0mh 
missioB beyond sea» which could only be ei^ 
trusted to a person of rajik, talent, and peri- 
fect confidence, and which, as it required 
great trust and reliance on the envoy eoi^ 
ployed, could not but prove both honours- 
able a^fid advantageous to him. We need 
not enter into the nature and purpose of 
tjbis commission,, farther than to acq^^ajnt 
qur readers that the charge was in prospect 
highly acceptable to the Master of Eav^sa- 
wood, who hailed with pleasure the hope 
of ^merging from his present state of indi- 
gence and inaction, into independence an4 
bonour&ble exertion* 

While he listened thus eiagerly to the de- 
tails with which the Marquis now thought 
it necessary to entrust him, the messenger 
who bad been dispatched to the Tower of 
Wolfs Crag, returned with Caleb Balder- 
stone's humble duty, and an assurance, 
that ** a' should be in seemly order, sic as 
the hurry of time permitted, to receive 
their lordships as it behoved." 
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Ravens wood was too well accosts ed to 
bis Seneschal'is mode of acting and speak«- 
itog, to hope much from this confident as- 
aurance. He knew that Caleb acted upon 
the prindple of the Spanish generals, in 
the campaign of ' ^ who, much to the 
perplexity of the Prince of Orange, their 
commander in chief, used to report thek 
troops as full in number, and possessed of 
all necesaarj poirits of equipment, not con- 
sidering it consistent with their dignity, or 
the honour of Spain, to confess any defi 
ciency either in men or munition, until 
the wanted both was unavoidably discover- 
ed in the day of bi^tle. Accordingly, Ra- 
yenswood thought it necessary to give the 
Marquis some hint, that the fair assurance 
which they had just received from Calebs 
did not by any means ensure them against 
a very indifferent reception* 

^ You do yourself injustice. Master," said 
the Marquis, ^ cmt you wish- to surprise me 
agreeably* From this window I see a great 
l^t in the directioq where, if I remember 
MrigH Wolfli Crag ties ^ mi, to judge from 
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the spIeDdouf which the ^M Wwer dheds 
around it, the preparations for oor recep* 
Ciotf must be ot no ordinary descri|[ytiDtu 
r remember your father putting the Mint 
deception on me, when we went to tti« 
toWi^r for a few days^ hawking, aboiife^ twen^ 
ty yeais since, and yet we spent onr timv 
as jolKIy at Wolf's Crag as we could have 
done at my own- hunting seat at B ^ ■ ^^^ ^ 

^* Your lordship', I fear, will enperic^nca 
that the faculty of the present proprietor 
to entertain his friends is greaily abridged,** 
said Rfevenswood j *^ibe will, I need hardly 
5ay, remains the same. But I am as much at a 
tosis as your lordship to aecount for sostrong 
ami brilliant 2^ light as^ IS taow above Wolfi 
Crag,— the windows of the tower are few 
and narrow, and thosie oif the lowet story 
are hidden fVom us by the walls * of fh^ 
court.— I cannot confeeive that any iitumi^ 
natibri of art ordinary natui^ cbuMaflSHtl 
such a blaze of light.*' " •' 

The mystery was soon explained ; fb>th« 
cavalcade almost instantly hailed, arid the 
voice of Caleb Balderetone was hearil ai 
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tfie cosKrh windove^ exclaiming^ ia accents 
broken by gritf and fear, *' Och, gentle- 
iiieii«*-^Ocb, my gude lords — OcJi> baud to 
the l%kt i^WolTs Crag ia boming» bower 
boAMsl''^* the rich frienishing outside and 
iQ6ide----a* the fine ^iith^ pictures tapes- 
trieOf needie-worky hangings, and other dc- 
ecHrements»-— a' in a bleeze, as if they were 
nae mabr than sae mooy peats, or as muckle 
pea$e strae* Hand to the right, gentlemen, 
I implore ye^^theie is. some sma^' provision 
mftkihg at Lucky Smalurash's-^but O, wae 
tof this night) and wae for me that lives to! 
UP— ^ 


^anrenswood was at fir^t stunned by tliis 
Bew and unexpected calamity } but afttr a 
flsometit's recollecttonr he sprang from the 
earriage, altd hastily bidding his noble kins* 
man good night, was about to ascend the 
bill towards the castle^ the hroad and f uil 
coniagration of which now flung forth a 
high column of red light, that flickered far 
to seaward upon the dashing waves of the 
ocean,. 
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« Take a horse. Master," exckiroed tbe 
Marquk;,, greatly affected by this additional 
misfortuae, so unexpectedly heaped upoa 
his young proteg6 ; " iand give mb my am- 
bling palfrey, and haste forward, youkpav^ 
to see *rhat caq be done to save the furni* 
ture, or to extinguish the fire — rid^ yQu 
knaves, for your lives." 

The attendants bustled together, and be- 
gan to atrike their horses i^ith the spur, 
aod call upon Caleb to shew them the road. 
But the voice of that careful Seiieschal waa 
heard above the tumult, ^ O stop— ^sirs^ 
stop— turn bridle, for the luve of mwcy— 
add not loss of lives to loss of warld's gear. 
-^-Thirty barrels of powther landed outof 
a Dunkirk dogger in the auld Lord's tism 
-^a' in the vaults of the auld tower,— the fire 
canna be far aff it, I trow— Load's sake, to 
the right, lads-~to the right— 4eta pit tibe 
hill atween us and peril,— a'wa|> wi' a cor- 
ner stane o' Wolf's Crag wad d0fy the doc- 
tovr 

It will readily be supposed that this an« 
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Bandatioo^ Iwf ried the Marq^uis and hia at- 
tendants into the roate which Caleb pre^ 
scribed, drs^ing Raven»wood along with 
them, although there was much in the mafU 

ter which he could not possibly compre- 

t 

heod. V Giin^powder T he exclaimed, lay- 
ing hold of Calebi who in vain endeavour- 
ed to eso^e from him, ^* what gunpow- 
der ^ How any quantity of powder could 
be in Wolfs Crag without my knowledge, 
I cannot possibly comprehend.'* 

<< But I can,'' interrupted the Marqjui^, 
whispering him*, ^* I can comprehend it 
thoroughly — for God's sake, ask. him no 
moreq: uestions at present" 

** There it is now," said Caleb, extrica- 
ting himself from his master,, nd adjust- 
ing bis dress,. ^^ you? honour will believe 
his lordship's honourable testimony-— His 
Iprdship minds weel, how, in the year that 
him.they ca'd King Willie died"-*— 

** Hush ! hush, my good friend !" said the 
Marquis ; *^ I shall satisfy your master upoa 
^hat subj^ect" 

M sr 
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*« And the people at WolPs hope — "^ said 
Ravehswood, •* did none'of them come to 
your assistance before the flame got so 
high?* 

** Aye did they, mony ane of them; the 
rapscallions,'' said Caleb ; <* but truly I was 
in nae hurry to let them into the tower, 
where there were so much plate anil vahi- 
ablcF." 

«• Confound you for an impudetit TSar,*" 
said Ravenswood ; *^ there was not a siiigle 
ounce of" 

«• Forbye," said the Butler, most irreve- 
rently raising his voice to a pitch which 
drowned his master's, ^ the fire made fast 
on us, owing to the store of tapestry and 
carved timmer in the banquetibg ha% and 
the loons ran like scauded rats so soon a3 
they heard of the gilnpouther."^ 

*• I do entreat,'* said the Marquis to Ra- 
venswobd, •• you will ask him no niore 
questions." 

M Only one, my lord — What has become 
of poor Mysie ?' 
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« Mysie l^ said Caleb—** I had oaeUme 
to look about ony My sie«— she's in the tower^ 
I*se warrant, biding her awful doom." 

<^ By heaven !" said Ravenswood, ** I do 
i^ot understand all this— the life of a faitb-^ 
ful old creature is at stake—my lord, I will 
be withhdd no longer*-*! will at least ride 
up, and see whether the danger is as immi- 
nent as this old fool pretends^" 

<' Weel, then, as I live by bread," said 
Caleb, ** Mysie is weel and safe.' I saw her 
out of the castle before I left it mysell-^ 
Was I ganging to forget an auld fellow- 
servant?^ 

*^ What* made you tell me the contrary 
this moment ?" said his master. 
f " Did I say otherwise ?' smswered Caleb; 
*< then I maun hae been dreaming surely, 
or this awsome night has turned my judgr 
ment— but safe she is and ne'er a living 
9oul in the castle, a* the better for them — 
they wad Iiave gotten an unco heezy," 

The Master of Ravenswood, upon this 
assur^oe being solemnly reiterated, and \ 
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notwithstandiog bis extrem€ wkh te mit^ 
ntm the last eKplow>ii, which w«a to raiai 
to the ground the manaien of his iathecs 
sufifered himself to be dragged oflwtfd to^ 
wards the vilkge of Wolfs-hi^^ where boI; 
4>ii]y the chan^e-hcoise^ but that of our owa 
well-iiiowB friend the cooper^ were all pie^ 
-pared for reM|itiofi^f hioiself and lus noble 
guest, with a liberality of {^ovisioa whicb 
requires some explaiiation. 

We omitted te mention in its place, that 
Lockhard having ikriied out the truth con^ 
cerning the mode by which Caleb had ob- 
tained the supplies for his banquet, the 
Lord Keeper, amused with the ineident, 
and desirous at the time to gratify Ravens- 
wood, had recommended the cooper of 
.Wolf 8-hope to the official situation under 
government^ the prospect of which had re* 
conciled him to the loss of his wikUfowi 
Mr Girder's preferment had occasioned a 
pleasing surprise to old Caleb ; for when, 
some days after his master's departure, he 
foundbimself absolutely compelted, by some 
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aeeessary busmessy to visit the fishing ham* 
lct>apd was gliding like a ghost past the:door 
of the cooper, fw fear of being summoned 
to give some accoimt of the progress of the 
jolicitation in bis favour^ or» more probablyy 
that the inmates might upbraid him with 
the false hope he had held out upoa the 
subject, be heard himself, not without some 
apprehensioB, summoned at once in trebly 
tenor, and bass,— <a trio performed by the 
voices of Mrs Girder, old Dame Loup-the- 
dike, and the goodman of the dweUing— - 
'< Mr Caleb^Mr Csieb— Mr Caleb Balder- 
stone ! I hope ye arena ganging drj^ lipped 
by our door, and we sae muckle indebted 
to you?" 

This might be said ironically as well as 
in earnest. Caleb augured the worst, turn- 
ed a deaf ear to the trio aforesaid, and was 
moving doggedly on, his ancient castor 
pulled over bis brows, and his eyes bent 
on the ground, as if to count the ^inty 
pebbles with which the rnde pathway was 
causewayed, Aut on a sudden he found 
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himself surrounded in his progress, tike r 
stately merchantman in the Gut of Gibral- 
tar, (I hope the ladies will excuse the tar*' 
paulin phrase,) by three Algerine galKes. 

<^ Gude guide u», Mr Balderstone !" said 
Mrs Girder. 

^* Wba wad hae thought it of an auld and:< 
kenn'd friend !*' said the mother. 

"No sae muckle as stay to receive our 
thanks,'* said the cooper himself, " ami frae. 
the like 6* me that seldom o£fer them. I am' 
sure I hope there's nae ill seed sawn between, 
us, Mr Balderstone*-*Ony man that has said 
to ye, I am no gratefu' for the situation of 
Queen^s cooper, let me hae a wfaample at 
him wP mine eatche* — that's a'." 

••My good friends — my dear friends,'* 
snid Caleb, still doubting how the certain* 
ty of the matter might stand, •• what needs 
a*- thii ceremony ? — ane tries to serve their 
friends, ahd sometimes they may happen to 
prosper, and sometimes to misgi'e— ^nae^ 

■ ■-■! *ll H ■ lllf I 11 II I ■ 11 II ^— — 1^— 1— ^^1^ 

* Anglice, adze. 
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thing I ctf re to be fashed wi' less than thanks 
^^I never ccxdd bide them.** 

^ Faith, Mr Balderstjpne, ye suld bae been 
fashed wi' feW o' mine," said the downright 
man of staves and hoops, *« if I hs^d only 
your gude^wiU to thank ye for-f*.I suld 
e^ bae set the gu^e, and the wild- deukes, 
and the runlet oPsack, to balance thatac* 
cMint. 'Gude-i?iU, man, is:a geiaeq'd tnbt 
that bauds in nae Iiquor««-but gud« deed's 
like the cask, tight, found, and souii^ diat 
v^itt hand liquor for the king*'* 

^ Hive ye [ no heard of our letter,'' 
stikt the mother-in-law, Jf making John the 
Queen's cooper for certain ?«— and scarce a 
chield that bad eiier hammMod gird upon 
tub but^ wab allying for it P' 

^^ Have I heard i ! 1^ sud Caleb, (who now 
ibiind hd# the wind set,) with an accent of 
strong contempt at the doubt expressed-*^ 
»< HaVe^r heard, quo' she ! ! l"*— and as he 
sfi&ke, he changed bis shambling^ skulking^ 
dodging paee, into »• manly and aatlioritap 
tive step, re adjusted bis» cocked hat, and 
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fHfiS^redi his brow to emerge from under it 
in all the pride of Miatocracy». libe the sua 
ffpom behind a cloud* 

'< Tq be Mre, he cnqna but hae hewedt'' 
Mid the good woman. 

^ Ayr to be sure it's impossible but I 
ahouldr said Caleb ; '< and me l!ll be the 
fii^t to kiss ye, joe, md wisb you, cooper* 
much joy of your preferment, naesthiog 
doubtii^ but ye ken wha are your frieadfl* 
and have helped ye, and can help ye. I 
thought it right to look a wee atraage upM 
it at first," added Galeb^ ^ just to. i^ tf ye 
were made of the right mettJe-**but ye riiig 
true, lad, ye ring true." 

So aaying, with a roost lordly air he kisa. 
ed the women, and abandoned^ hisJiaadi 
with an air of serene patacmage^ to the 
hearty shake oi Mr Girder's hoite-hard 
pahn. Upon this oomplete, and to Calcjb 
most satisfiictory information, he did not, 
it may readily be believed, hesitate to ae^ 
«ept as invitation to a aolemat ^st, to 
jprUch were invitadt &ot only all the. mO^ 
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He0 of the village^ but even bis ancieiit 
antagonist^ Mr DingwaU bimself. At thia 
festivity he was» of* courset tbe most vmU 
ceme and' mo^t bonoured gueat; and so 
well did he ply tbe company with stories 
of what he cpuld do with his master, hia 
masfier vnth the Lord Keeper^ the Lord 
Keeper with tbe Council, and tbe Council 
with tbe Kingit that before tbe company 
dwntssed^ (which was* indeed, rather at 
an early hour 4han a late one,). every man 
^ikoii^ in the village was ascending to tha 
top^gaUant of some ideal preferment by tbe 
bdder of ropes wbicb Caleb bad presented 
to their imagination. Nay, tbe cunnii^^ BiaU 
tor r^aaed? in tl»it moment, not only all 
tbe inflnaice he possessed formerly over the 
viUagerst wben tbe baronial family ^Hhich 
he served were at tbe proudest* but acqui- 
re even an ac^saion of importance* The 
wrUief---t^e very attorney bimseyi— suah i« 
the tfaint of iprefer<nent«<-&U the' force of 
l^e attraction, and taking an opportunity 
t» draw Caleb into a einmxp spoke, wiftb 
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affectionate regret, of the dedimng health 
qC lihQ ^eriff-derk of the county* 

M An exeeMent oian-^a. most valuable 
aaan, Mr Caleb — but fat sail I say !«— we ara - 
peer feckless bodies — ^heretbe day^ andaWa* 
by cock^creech the morn-«»and if he fiuU - 
zies, (here maun be somebody in his (dace 
—and gif that ye could airt it my way, i 
suld be thankful^ man-^a ghive stuffed wiV 
gowd noble&-*^n*hark ye, man, something 
canny till yourself?- aiid the WolPs-hope 
carles to settle }kv^\y. wi' the Master oC 
Ravenswoed-^that iSf.Lord Rareoswood-^ 
God biess. hi^ lordship^** 

A smile, and a hearty squeeze by the^ 
hand, was the suitable answer to this oveiN ^ 
ture, and Gitleb made his escape &om'th«> 
jovial party, in order to avoid committtog* 
himself by any special promises. 

<<^The Lord be gude to me," said Caleb, 
when he fbiind himself in. the open air, 
and at Uberty to give vent to the self^ez- 
ultation with which he was, as it were, dis- 
tended ) ^ did.ever ony man see sic a set of 
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green-gatsliogs ! — ^the very pick-maws and 
solan-geese out by yonder at the Bass hao: 
ten times tbeir'sense^-God, an' I had been, 
the Lord High Commissioner to the £statea< 
o' Parliament^ they couldna hae beflumm'd 
me mair— ^andy to speak Heaven's truth, I 
could hardly hae beflumm'd them betternei^ 
then But the writer-^ha ! ha ! ha !— mercy 
on me» that I suld live in my auld days to 
gi*e the gang« bye to the very writer ! She- 
riff clerk ! ! !:— But I hae an auld account to 
settle 9fi the carle ; and to make amenda 
for bye^ganesy the office shall just cost htm 
as much time-serving and tide- serving, as if 
he were to get it in gude earnest-— of whilk 
there is ama' appearance, unless the Mas* 
ter learns mair the ways of this warld» 
whilk it is muckle to be doubted that he 
never will.*' 
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CHAPTER XIL 

Why jOkunes yen ftr luonmi^^ifhjr shoot to tbr bl&sl 
Those emberfly like stars from the fi> mament cast ?-* 
'Til the fire-shower of ruin, all dreadfully driven 
From thine eyrie, that beacons ^e darknew of Heaven. 

• 

The circumstances aimotinced in the 
conclusion of the last chapter, will account 
for the ready and cheerful reception of tba 

Marquis of A and the Master of Ra« 

▼enawood in the village of WolTs-hope* lo 
&ct» Caleb had no sooner announced Uie 
coioftigration of the tow^, thw the ^liole 
hamlet were upon foot to hasten to extto* 
guish the fiames. And although that zei^ous 
adherent diverted their zeal by intimatii^ 
the formidable contents of the subterrantea 
apartments^ yet the check oidy turned their 
assiduity into another direction. Never 
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fcadtberebeeD such sfaiughteriog of capons, 
Imd tfidt geese^ aod barii*door fowls,— ^never 
such boiling of ree^ted hamSir^never such 
tusking of car 'Cakcs and nwd^t scones, Sd« 
kitk baanbcks, cookies/ and petticoat- tails, 
•delicacies little known to the present ge*> 
fierati<ui. Nei^r had there beea such a 
tapping of barrels, and such uncorking of 
greybeante, in the vilidge ^f WcdPs-hope. 
AU the injQmor houses were thrown open 
Ibr the reception of the Marquises depend* 
antBi who came» it was thought, as precur« 
aof s: of the ^hWer of pre&rmeiit, which 
hereaftw was to leave the rest of Scotland 
diy, in order to distil its rich dews on 
ih^ vHlage of WoiPs^iope under Laoimer^ 
inoon The minister put in his claim to 
liave the guests of ^iistinction lodged at 
the Manse, having his eye, it was thought, 
upon . a neighbouriug preferment, where 
the incumbent'was sickly ; but Mr Balder* 
stone destined that honour to the cooper, 
his wife, and wife^ mother, who danced for 
joy at the pr^erenee thus assiglied them. 

• -8 
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Many a beck and oiany a baw ivdcomed 
these noble guests to as good entertaimnoat 
as persons of such a rank could set befose 
such visitors $ and the old dasne^ who had 
fi)rinerly lived in Ravenswood Castle, atid 
ki]uew, as she said, the ways of the nobititjirt 
was no ways wanting in arranging mattei s» 
as well a$ circumstances permitted, accord- 
ing to the etiquette of the times. The 
cooper^s house was so roomy, that tmdk 
guest had his separate retiring room, to 
which they: were ushered with all due oero- 
mony, while the plentiful supper was in the 
act of being placed upon the table. 
. Ravenswood no sooner found himself 
alone, than, impelled by a thousuad feel- 
ings, he left the apartment, tiiie hous^ and 
the village, and hastUy retraced his steps 
to the brow of the hill, which rose betwixt 
the villsige, and screened it from the tower, 
in order to view the final fall of the house 
of bis fathers* Some idle boys from the 
hamlet had taken the same direction out 
of curiosity, having first witnessed tbe ar* 

11 
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^iTttl of the coach^and-nx and its attend- 
^attits. As thej ran one by one past the 
Sf aster, calling to each other to ^ come 
and see the auld tower blaw up in the lift 
like Aie peciiings of an ingan," he could 
Hilt but fed himself moved with indigna« 
tion; *^ And these are the sons of my fa- 
ther's vassals," he said— '^^ of men bound, 
both by larw and gratitudii, to follow our 
steps through batde. and fire, and flood ; 
and now the destruction of their liege- 
kird's house is but a holiday's^ sight to 
tbemr 

These exasperating reflections were part- 
ly expressed in the acrimony with which he 
exclaimed, on feding himself pulled by the 
cloak,—** What do ye want, ye dog ?•* 
- ** I am a dog, and an aiild dog too,'' an- 
swered Caleb, for it was he who had taken 
the freedom, — «• and 1 am like to get a 
-dog's wages — but it does not signification 
a pinch of sneeshing, for I am ower auld a 
dog to learn new trick% or to follow a new 
master," 


As he :sppke:t R^y^q^woi^ ^it^^a^.the 
ridge of the biU firom which WiAf's Qr^g 
was. visible i the flames bad entirely supt: 
jd^wni and to his great «urpris€^, th^ere ws^ 
only a 4^usky redd^niiig upon the cIoHflff 
^mnied^tely ov^r the castle, which seeiiied 
Ihe reflection of the ecabers pf the supkep 
ire. 

«« The pl^ce. canntt have Mown Ufvf 
said the Master } ^' we must have beai4 
the Feport>r--if a ^^Hurtar of the gimpowdor 
was there you tell mf^ of^ it would hav# 

« 

been heard twenty miles off.** 

<< It's very like it wad/' said Bald^stone^ 
cpmposediy. 

<< Then the fire cannot have reached the 
vault s - ' ' 

<< It's like no^" answered Calebs with the 
same impenetrable gravity, 

<^ Hark ye, CaleK" said his vaster^ 
<< this grows a. little too much for my psp 
tience. I must ^o and e^xamine how mat» 
ters stand at Wolfs Crag myself." 

<^ Your honour is ganging to gang JiM 
sic gate,"* said Caleb/ firmly. 


- ■ f_ 
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*V And why not f' said Rareaswood, 
sharply ;. << who cr What shall prevent 
me?" 

^< Efen J myseU** said Qileb, with the 
flame deterfninatioa. 

*< You, Balderstone !"" replied the Ma8» 
ter, •* you are fbrgettwg yourself^ I thinf 

*< But I think no,"* said Balderstone; 
*< for I can just tell you a' about the cas- 
tle on this (cnow-heaid as weel as if you 
were at it. Only dinna pit yoursel into a 
llipppge, and eqcpose yoursel before the 
weans, or before, th^ Marquis^ whea ye 
gang do^n |)ye«" 

«* ^pe^H put, yqn old fool/ replied his 
X9astQr» ^ and i^ pe know the best aiOd 
tl^e ;worst at oi>qe*" 

** Qu, the best and ws^rst is just that the 
tow^r is standing hail and fear, as s$ife and 
as empty as when ye left it/* 
j/« I;i49^d Irr-and the fire ?** said iRav^n^- 
Wqpd. 

K^ Not a glfied 9f fire, ^heia, except the 
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bit kindling peat, and maybe a spunk in 
Mysie's cutty-pipe," replied Caleb. 

«« But the flame ?" demanded Ravens- 
wood ; *Vth^ broad blaze which might baye 
been seen ten miles ofi^what ocdastoned 
that?' ' . '■:.'' 

' << Hout awa ! it's an auld saying and a 
tra^~ 

Little's the light ' '" 

. Will be seen &r in a mirk night 

• f • •• 

A wheen fern and horse Utter that I fired 
in. the court-y^ard, after sending back the 
loun of a footman ; and, to speak Heaven's 
truth, the next time that ye send or brmg 
' bny body here, let them be gentles allen- 
arly, without ony fremd servants, Hke tba§ 
chield Lock bard, to be gledging and glee- 
ing about, and looking upon the wrang 
side of ane's housekeeping, to the discredit 
of the family, and forcing ane to damn 
their souls wi' telling ae lee after another 
faster than I can count them — I wad rather 
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!set lire to the tower in gude earnest, and 
burn it ower my ain head into the bafg^in^ 
or I see the family dishonoured in the 
sort."^ 

: *• tJpon my word, I am infinitely obliged 
by the proposal, Caleb/' said bis master, 
scarce abie to restrain his laughter, thougli 
rather angry at the same time. ^* But the 
gunpowder ? — is there such a thing in the 
tower ?*-^tfae Marquis seemed to know of 
it." 

^ «« The pouther— ha T ha 1 ha !— the Mar- 
iquis— ha ! ha ! ha f replied Caleb ; <« if 
your honour were to brain nie, I behooved 
to laugh — the Marquis— the pouther— -was 
it there? ay, it was there. Did he ken 
b't?— my Gertie! the Marquis kenn'd o*t, 
and it was the best of the game ; for, 
when I couldna pacify your honour wi' a' p 
that I could say, I aye threw out a word 
mair about the gunpouther, and garr'd the 
Marquis tak the job in his ain hand." 

^^ But you have not answered my ques- 
tion," said the Master impatiently ; '* how 
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came the powder there, and where is it 

•• Ou, it came there, an ye maun needs 
fcen^" said Caleb, looking m}steriou^ly, and 
whisperings ** when there was hke to be a 
Wee bit rising here ; and the Mar<j|iiis, and 
*• the great lords of the north, were a* in 
ity and mony a gudely gun and broads word 
Vftre ferried owerfrae Dunkirk forbye the 
pouther — awfu* wark we had getting them 
into the towier under cloud o' night, for je 
maun think it >vasna every body could^be 
"trusted w? sae' kittle jobs-rBut if ye will 
jgae hame t6 your supper, I will tell you h* 
ybout it ak ye gang down^" 
' ' **'And these wretched boys/' said R^ 
Tenswood, •* is it your pleasure they are to 
sit there all ni^ht, to w^it for the blovving 
*iip of a tower thai is not even on tire ?^* 

•*' Surely iiof, if it is your honour*s pleap 
sure tliat they suld gang hame ; although,'' 
added "Calfeb, •« it wadna do them a grain's 
damage— they wad screigh less the next 
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flay, and sleep the sounder at e'en — Bui 
just as your honour IH^es;** 
' Stepping accordingly towards the urch- 
}ns^^whx> manned the knolls near which they 
stood, Caleb informed them, in an authoril 
tative tone, that their Honours Lord Ra- 
venswood and the Marquis of A—— hafl 
given orders that the tower was not to 
blow up till next day atnoon. The boys 
dispersed upon this comfortable assurance* 
One OP two, however, fblioweii Ciiicl; i'^ 
more information, particularly the urcKIa 
trfiom he had cheated while oiBciatingr a^ 
famsptt, who screamed, *• Mr Balderstone! 
Mr Balderstone! than the castle's-gane out 
Mke an an Id wife's spunk !'* 

••To be sure it is, callant,'''said thfe B^ot^ 
lerj ^doye thinfc the castle of a^ gt^ati 
lord as Lord R^venswood wad continue iA 
a* bleeze, and him' standing* looking on w^ 
Bis ain very een. Pelt's aye right,** cotitii 
nued Caleb, shaking oiFMiis ragged p^gei 
and dosing in to his master, '* to train' up 
ipeansi a» the' w^'ge m^an says,- inthe' way 
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they should go, and aboon a' tateiaeh thcw 
respect to their superiors." 

" But all this while, Caleb, you have ne* 
ver told me what became of the arms and 
powder,** said Baveiiswood. . , 

*• Why, as for the arms," said Caleb, « it 
was just like the bairns' rhyme-*^ .. - ^ 

' Scuoae gae<} east, and some gaed west, 
And some gaed to die craw's nest ;' 

itnd for the pouther, I e*en changed it, it| 
oct:a»ios servedi with the skippers o'Dutob 
luggers and French vessels; (or gin andbmif 
dy, and it served the house mpny a year;-^^ 
gude swap too, between what eheere^ the 
soul of man and that which dingeth it clemi 
out of the body ; forbye, I keepit a wbeen 
pounds of it for yoursell when ye waatsd 
to take the pleasure o* shooting— wbilw, 
in these latter days, I wad hardly bae 
kenn'd else whar to get pouther for your 
jj^Ieasure. And now that your ai^r is 
ower, sir, wasna that wdei managed €f me, 
and arena ye far better sorted doun yonder 
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Iban ye C0al4 . hap been in your ain anbl 
ruins up bye yonder* as the case <(tapds wi' 
ua Qow ?-rrtbe mair's the pity.*' 
, . ^« I believe yoo may be right, Caleb ; 
bi^. before bprqing ck>wn ipy. cattle, either 
in jent or in earnest,** said Ravenswood, *< I 
) think I bad a right to be in the secret" > 

. ^< Fie for flJiafne, your honour i** replied 
Caleb $ *^ it fits an aiild carle like ine weel 
eneugh to tell lees for the credit of the fa* 
0ily, tmt it wadna beseem the like o' your , 
lloMur's siell ^ besides, yotmg folk are no ju^ 
diqious-^llrey papnot mfl^e the maist of a 
bit figment Now this fires~for a fire it sajl 
ji9, if I suM bum the aiild stable to make it 
pij^ir f|sasib]e*~ihis fire, besides that it will 
be ea excuse for asking. ony thing we want 
thrpMgh the country, or doun at the^ havep 
^^this Are ; will settle mony things on at> 
h^noiirable footing for .the family's credit,^ 
that cost |n)e telling twenty daily le^s to a 
wheen idl^ cjiaps and queans, and, what's 
waur^ without^ gaining credence." 

<< That was bard indeed^ Caleb ; but I 
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40 hM see hpw this iire should hdp yeaf 
veracity or youF credit;*' 

<< There it le bow,"^ said €^b? ^^ wmm 
I eaying that young/oUc liad a green jiidga- 
went ?^--How 9uld k hdtp me, q:iiotha'?««4l 
will be a creditable apology for the Iimmiouv 
of the family for this scor^ ofy4»ai« ta^ome^ 
if It is weel guided«r Wbcfre^i ike^fBtmly pic» 
tores ? aaye ae aieddlkig body^^th^ great 
ftre«t Wolfs Crag, anewevt L. Wbene'si thci 
fiMily plate i aayaattoiberw^thei greats -fin^ 
seys I ) wba waa t« tiunk of p^tfe «bea 

lift and limb v^ete iti dkn^erf-^Whei'^^ tft« 
wardrobe anfd tfife* litrens'f.wvi^heir^l ^tt 
tapestries and tfhe decioiieln^ts imbeds df 
state, twiltSy pands and* testors, nap^ry aiMi 
broidered wort?— The fire-^the fire^^bef 
fire. Guide t^e fire weel, ^nd if will swerve 
ye fot i^ that y^ strld have Mdf hfhve tt6«» 
and, ih nattit sort, a gude excuire is bettei^ 
ibkA the things thenlseNi^s ; for they tDMfif 
eifack sand wear oui^ and be cbAsumed by 
timet whereas a gude oficome, prudeMly 
And creditably handled, may serve a^ noMe* 
Mm and his family, Lord kens how lang !* 


Baveosrwood wm too well; aequirotedr 
with his Butler's pertloAcily aod self«>4ipt) 
ililN^ to dispute tbe pdtnt with him^ aiqrT 
fiirthes. Leaving Cal^ therefore^, to tb«9 
Q^|oy ment: of bis own^ soceeflaful ingenttity^. 
he.ceiurned to the bamkity where he foundi 
tl^e.Marquia aod the gpod woinenof th#i 
nwjWJAii under SMie. anxiety-~tbe fonMf* 
QD account of his absence^ the others fevi 
the., discredit their cookery might sustain^ 
fagr, the delay of the supper. All were nowt 
a^ eaaCf aad heani with, pleasure that tb#v 
%e at tbe castle had burned out of itse^; 
Kfithout reacbjog.the vaults^ which- was tl|€u 
oiUy informatipn that £Uvei?swp4d thought* 
ii. grpper to g^ve, in, public cooqerniog thf^. 
eyent oi^ his Sutler!s strsti^m* 

Xhey sat down to an exc^Uc^t supper* , 
No invitation coujd. prevail op Mc aqd Mr^^ 
Girder, even ip their own hous^ to si^^ 
dpyvn af^ taA^^e with guests of suph high qua^ . 
H|y^ Th^y rcippa^i^pd pHancUngin t^ip apaijty, 
ment, and acted the part of respQ(;tfu,l an4,, 
cafejTul atteod^nt^^pn t|;\e com|Hti^« Suqh 
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were the manoersof tiie time. The dder 
dinset confident throi^h her age and eoi»»' 
neetidn with the Ravenswood family,' \im 
tola aenipulotial jT eeremdniout; She played* 
a mixed part betwixt that of the hosteaa 
of an inn^ and the mistreaa of a privaie 
bouse, who receives gitesta above her own 
degree* Sherecommended, and even presav 
ed wj)at she thought best, and was herself 
easily entreated to take a moderate share of 
the good cheer, in order to eneourage her 
guests by her own example. Often she i» 
terrupted herself, to express her regret that 
^ my Lord did- not eat-^that the Master 
was pyfcing a bare bane — ^that, to be sure^ 
there was naething there fit to set before 
their honours-— that Lord Alkn/rest his 
saul, used.^to like a pouthered guse» and 
sftid It w^ Latin for a tass o' brandy-— that 
the brandy came frae France direct ; for, 
for a' the English laws and gaugers, the 
Woirs-bope brigs hadna forgotten the gate 
to Dunkirk.'' ^ 
Here the cooper admonished his mother- 
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ifiJaw with fait elbow, whieb prooMod.faim 
^iie/^oHowing flpecial notice in: the progresi 
€if her speech. 

^'' ** Te needna be dtinshmthat gate, John^** 
isntittuetl the c4d lady ; ^< naebodj says 
that ye ken wbar the brandy comes from;, 
and it wadna be fitting ye should, and yon 
the queen's cooper ; and what sigmfies'r,^ 
Continued she, addressing Lord Raveoa^ 
wood, ^ to kingt queen, or keiser, whar aa 
ftttkl wife like nae buys her pickle sneesbin^ 
or her drap brandy- u-ine, to hand her beai4 
opt* . . 

^ Having thus extricated herself from h^ 
supposed fiilse step, Bame Loup-the-d^ke 
proceeded, during the re^ of the evenings 
to sdpply, with great anknation, and very 
little assistance from her guests, the fundi, 
necessary for the support of the conversa* 
tron, Until, declining any farther circular 
tion of their glass, her guests requested her 
permission to retire to their apartments. ^ 
The Marquis occupied the chamber oi 
dais, which^ in every house above the rank. 


«f a moe C0lMge^ iir^kep^ Wl^ifed for sn^ 
Jiigb o^^asioQi as tli» prese^it. Theniodep^ 
inishing with platster was th«u ^okiioiii^ 
'Md tepestry w^s confiinsd to the housea of 
>tl» nobility Slid superior gantiy. The coo^ 
ec, therefore* vhp was a mao of somef va^ 
mtty, as well as some wealtli, ba^ imiliated thi^ 
fiei^^ion observed by the 'mfmw landbcdd- 
^n and dergy, who usually garnisbed tbei|: 
ekate apartments with hangings of a sort of 
atamped leather, manufactured in the I^ 
therlands, garnished with, trees and animals 
executed in copper foii» and with many a 
fiitby sentenae of morality, ^^hif!)^ althoiitgh 
ooucbed in Low Putcb^ ^tr^ perhaps a9 
^uch attended to in practice ^s (if writteQ 
in broad Scotch. The whole had somov 
yrhat of a gloomy aspect } but the fireb 
QiHpposed of old pitcb-liarr.^ 4^ye9, bla«^<^ 
merrily up the cbiipnesj^f th^ ^^d was de* 
iiprated i$rith linen of mo§t fresh and daa^ 
zlii^ whiteness, whjc^ h^d never b^for^ 
been usedf and might, per h^p9, have never 
been used at all, but for this high OQcasioQ. 
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stood m oUiUfa8h)on» 
fd mirror, in a fillagi'ee frame,. part of -tba 
.4iipBned finery of the neighbouring ca8tl«# 
U'WM flanked by n long- necked bottle «f 
J^lkM^oce wine, by which stood a glass near«e 
ly, as tall, resembling in shape that wjiidi 
Teniers usually places in the handa of hit 
<>wn portrait, when he paints himself as 
Jliingling in the revels of a country village* 
Tq counterbalance those foreign centinflSf 
t|here mounted guard on. the other side of 
the mirror two stout warders of ScottiA 
lineage i & jug, namely, of double de, 
which held a Scotch pint, and a quegh or 
i^cker of ivory and ebo^y^ hooped with sil« 
ver, the work of John Girder's own handsj^ 
and the pride of bis heart. Besides these 
preparations! against thirst, there was a 
gpqdly difttloaf^ or sweet cake; so that» 
ifith such aux,iliaries, the apartment seem* 
«d victualled againi3t a siege of two or three 
4ays. 

It only remains to say, that the Marquis's 
vadet was in attendances di^^playiqg his mas* 
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tef'S brocaded night gown, and richly etui 
broidered velvet cap, lined* and- faced witft 
Brussels lace, upon a -huge leathern tSLsf 
chair, wheeled round saat to have the fuli' 
Advantage of the comfortable fire which we 
have already mentioned. We therefore 
commit that eminent person to his night** 
repose, trusting he profited by the ampld 
preparations made for his accommoda^' 
tion, — ^preparations which we have inen«- 
tioned in detail, as illustrative of ancient 
Scottish manners. 

It is not necessary we should be equally 
minute in describing the sleeping apartment 
of the Master of Ravenswood, which watf 
that usually occupied by the goodtnan and 
goodwife themselves. It was comfortably 
hung with a sort of warm coloured worsteds- 
manufactured in Scotland, approaching iii 
Cexture to what is now called shaloon. A 
staring picture of John Girder himself ori 
namented this dormitory, painted by a star- 
ving Frenchman, who had, God knows 
how or why, strolled over from Flushing 
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or Dunkirk to Wolf^bope in a smngglin^' 
dogger. The features werei indeed^ those of 
the stubhMiit of^iftionative^ yet sensibtealv 
tizan, but Monaieur had^ontriv^d to thro#' 
^ French grace itAo the look and m toner, 
so utterly inconstatont' with tlie do^edf 
gravity of the originate that it was impoasi-^ 
ble to look at it without laughing. JohQ 
aod his family, however, piqued themselves 
not « little upon thia picture, and were pro-^ 
poftiociably censured by the neighbour* 
hood, who pronounced that the cooper/ 
in sitting for the aame^ and yet more in 
presuming to bang it up in his bed-chamber; 
bad exceeded bis privilege as the richest 
man of the village ; at ohce atept beyond the 
bounds of his own rank, and encroached 
upon those of the superior orders;' ahd, in 
iiae, had been guilty of a very over*ween« 
itfg act of Vanity and presumption. * Re* 
Bpect for the memory of my deceased ffiend; 
Mr Richard Tinto, has obliged me to treat 
this matter at some length ; but I spare the' 
rmder bis prolix^ though curious observsu 


Hmh a8 w^l;i]fm» the charactfr of tli(k 
Frooch sohoolr aaiipon the state of paiatr^ 
U|g in ScotliMid» at the fai^niuiiiig o£ tbt^ 
cdfgfatieieiiib centwy. 

The. oth«F. pr^paratioM^ of the Master'a*^ 
peeping ai^rtment, were moiiat^ to thMCi^ 
ill. the qbfoiber of d^ 

M the usiml^u*!)? bouf of that peiiodg the: 
If arqiiis of A-*«..~ ahd hi9kiosiiian.prepare4» 
tA resume their journey* TH^ could not be. 
4one without an ample bireak&st, in wh«ob< 
cold meat and hot meati and oatmeal fluoir 
mpTjf wine an^ spirits^, and milk varied bj^> 
ey.^Ty, possible mpc^ofpreparation, eviqced 
the saipe desire to do honour to their guesffl^, 
which, had been s^ewn by the hospitaJ|;>il€( . 
owners of the mansion upon the eveniajj^. 
before. All the bustle of preparation fox 
departure now resounded throi^gh Wolf s- 
hope. There was pacing of bills aqd shs^ \ 
k^ng of hands« and saddling of b^rsei, and. 
b^nessing of carriages, and distributing pf. 
djrink-rmoney. The Marquis lefl a brc^a^; 
Eie^pe for t^q g^atiec8^tiQn qf Jp^ ^i^ctejf*, 
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hMlieti-Qldt wlMdis be, ibe said Juhnr, 
far*6o®e tiii«e ili^potitd lo oonviert Hi^ hb 
offm ose y Dmgmdh the wrttaer aBsariaif 
)lim' he W4a jftfittfeU kii so dofiiir; seeinfi^ te 
vWftiM 4i!ibur9Cir of th%i»e expences. whicU 
\wre the oocii^iaft of ilbe gmtitication*. But^ 
ODtwithiiitaiuH^if; ttm te|^«(t aiudiority, «bihn 
ffti^ncit ^Jiin itrb hteait ti»diin)theKpleft» 

aiDt t^ifg^iit ^herMfcumal'a gxaiuifty. Ijfo 
Olil}q a(S«iired Mift meniah.hr wimhictimidee 
them as a tMiii*^^^ w^fstdhi pack 
tbogfet a grill (H'limnHy elsewhertr than out? 
of hi^ own: lores' ;^ andiasithQ'drtnii^iiiKMejP 
vmw likely to* go td its^ legitimaie ui^. he 
OMfiforti^d himself that, in this manner; th6P 
Mafrqtf»'s'd0native would,, vrithoiir any ins- > 
j^achment of credit and chaiiioitr^ cfome 
tdtiniateiy iato' his own exctuiive pcr^sMS^' 

While' ammgementi wfi^ mdiliJig. foil 
departure, Etiiienswood made biyilie the: 
heart ot his ancient butbf, by inlkwtmngl 
him, catutioust^s hONv^veir, fbr he knew Cia- 


Iriah m^imth ofimagiiiatioh, of the jpiob*l^ 
change which was «about to take pkc^ ill 
^ fortttnes. . He deposited with BlaldBfy ' 
atone, at the .same time, the greater part ol 
his slender funds, with an^assuranee whocil 
he was obliged to reiterate more than.otioej; 
that .he himself: l^ad 'snfitietit supplies ill 
miimnjptm^ct* - He^ dierelRdi^^-eiijoiiied 
€aleh» a8hevtluedhs5£ivoiir> toiiesist ftomf 
all further fiaaMeniries a^tnst the i«hliAit^ 
jUMs of Wolfa^hope, ihmr eellarsir faeitkfif 
y»ife;:awai(ntata»©^^ Inthi* 

prohibiifioii, the old domecitic iicqua.esee«V 
more readily than his master expected. ' I » 
• «* It was doubtless," he said^ *♦ a shamey 
a discredit, and a sin, to harry the putr 
creatures, when the family were in oiro%imn 
stances to live > honoumhiy ion their ait^ 
means} and thece might be wisdom/' ha 
said, ^ in giving them a whites breatbta^ 
time, at any rate, that they might be lAi& 
more readily brought forwaAls upcai faiit 
honour's future occasions*" > I 

'* This matter: being settled, and ba^ing^^ 
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taken an a£feetionate farewell of bis old don 
oaestic, the Master reJQined bis noUe reld4 

.tlve, wbo.was now ready to enter bis caDf 
nnge. Tbe two landljftdie;i» old and yoUi^ 
in all kiBdjy greeting; siaod simpering ab; 
tbe door of their bot|8e»: as tbe. coach andl 
wc, followed by its train oif cLattEeriogiictf^ei^ 
men^ thunder^ ouA of: tbe vil}a^^ Johii 
Girdber also stppd upon bis;tbfQ9bdldi navHl 
kiokiiig at his be^nouiBtii right l>and,: wbicli 
bad been so Ut^dy- sbukeo. by a msf quis and 
a lord, and now giving a glance into^ tbe.in# 
terior of his mansion, which manifested all 

. the disarray of the late revel, as if balan- 
cing the distinction which he had attained 
with the expences of the^ entertainment. 

At length he opened his oracular jaws. 
*^Let every man and woman here set about 
their ain business, as if there was nae sic 
tiling as marquis or master, duke or drake^ 
laird or lord, in this world. Let the house 
be redd up, the broken meat set bye, and if 
there is ony thing totally uneatable, let it 
be gien to the pnir folk ; and gudemother 
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and wife^ I hae JQStae tlififig^to entreaty^, 
that^ye will never speak toine^ a single 

wonl^ good or bad, anenta^ this norrsetisef * 

wark, but keep a' your cracks about itr to* 

yoursetls and your' kioimers, for my head^ 

IB wect nigh dung donnart wi' it already.^ 

AsJohn^ authforilywas tol^ably abse^ 

lMe,4ill departed to tiieii* usual Occupations^ 

In^ng him to build eaides'in the air^ if he 

had' a* mind; upon tho' ocwt favour; whicte*' 

ke had iieqinised'by tbeexpendlllure of hir 

frorMfymbstMWM 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

, Whjr» now I have Dame Fortniie by the fbrelodct 
And if she scapes my grasp, the fault is mioe | 
He that hath bufietted with stern adversity. 
Best knows to shape his course to favouring breezes. 


Oua travellers reached Edinburgh with* 

out any farther adveqture, and the Mi^s* 
'*' ■ ' • • 

ter of Ravenswood, as had been previously 

settled, took up his abode with his noblp 

friend. 

In the mean time, the political qrlds 

which had been expected, took place, and 

the Tory party obtained, in the Scottish 

' • . • . « ■ . 

councils of Queen Anne, a short-lived as- 
cendency, of which it is not our business 
to trace either the cause or conse(iuences# 
Suffice it to say, that it aifected the diffe- 
rent political parties accord uig to the na- 
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tiJre of their principles. In England, mafty 
of the High Church party, with Harley, af- 
terwards Earl of Oxford, at their head, af- 
fected to separate their principles from those 
of the Jacobites, and, on thar account, ob- 
tained thedenominationofWhimsicals. Tlie 
Scottish High Church party, on the con- 
trary, or, as they termed themselves, th^ 
Cavaliers, were more consistent, if not so 
prudefit, in their politics, and viewed all the 
changes now made, as preparatory to call- 
ing to' the throne, upon the queen's deitiise, 
her brother, the Chevalier St George, 
l^'hose who had suffered in his service, now 
entertained the most unreasonable hopes, 
not only of indemnification, but of Venge- 
ance upon their political adversaries, while 
failles attached to the Whig interest, saw 
nothing before them but a renewal of the 
hardships they had undergone during the 
reigns of Charles the Second a6d his brd- 
ther, and a retaliation of the confiscations 
which had been inflicted upon the Jacobites 
during that of King William. 

' 10 
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But the most alarmed at the change of sys^ 
i{^» M^as that prudential set of persons, some 
^i9^hom are found in all governments, but 
,whQ abound in a provincial administration 
lij^e that ot Scotland during the period, and 
jR^ho are what Cromwell called waitiera upon 
proEvidignce, or» in iotb^t words,. uniform ad- 
herents ,to the, party who are uppermost. 
Many of these hastened to read their recan* 
tati^n to the Marquis of A ; and, ^ 
it. was easily seen, that he took a ^eep ini 
tjere^t in the affairs of his kinsman, the 
Master of Ravenswood, they were the first 
to suggest measures for retrieving at least 
8 part of his property, and for restoring 
him in blood against his father's attainder. 

Qld Lord Turntippet professed to be 
one of the most anxious for the success of 
these measures 9 for •* it grieved him to 
the very sauV he said, " to see so brave ^ 
young gentleman, of sic auld and undoubt- 
ed nobility, and, what was mair than a' 
that, a bluid relation of the Marquis of 
A-—'-', the man whom," he swore, << he 
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piscuitan'' as he said, ^^ ami toaontnbokt 
0Oipeti>ing to the irehaiiitation ol^sfte adld 
ane houi^e>" the said Turiit9pf>el6eiit in thiiei 
&mdy piciirrea lacking* the frames, Bnd diat 
higii-hacksd ch»rs, with ivmtkedl^^iiiBil^ 
Cii5hian9, {haviog the cresi df llaveiis>wdod 
broidered ti)ereoii, witiyout charging a,f€it* 
ny .either of the princiynl or in^Fe»t tb^ 
had oust hiOQ, i^hen he bought thetn, Mt* 
l^n ^eai:5 be foare, at a ^oup.jof the twm* 
Uxtt of Lord liaveoswood'S lodgings^ ia the 
Cftoongate. ! 

Huchfinore to Lprd Turq tippets didtqay 
th^n to his surprise, although be^afiected to 
Ceel more of the latter tban^he liMner^ the 
i^[ai quj» reoeivied his gift verjr di tiy , and^db* 
fferyed, that his lordshipfs ^estitmioa, if -^ 
j^xpectedit to be reqeived by jthe Master 4^* 
J^avenswQod and his friends, most jQc^apfe^ 
l^epd a:pi!etty large farm, vi<hieh,baviog been 
Q)ortgaged.to Turntippet for a verv iq^ule^ 
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qattm mfen^ he hai Mntrimdt^^teOQg'tlie 
eosfmion of the 'rftia^y aAics, : aod : lif 
simians well uoitefstood h)r die lasers ri;^ 
tbtt {»eriof^ toiad^^^^^^^*^ *^90^ 

The old time-saving lord winoed<?apQf$9- 
im^ inder .this reqmstliciiH proiettu;^ to 
'36od, thsat^he saleini cci»8i(tf the4adcoQ|4 
ilMtve &rchefiii|teit ponMdbn>efrjbbe1a^ 
^faeeiogilie wooldidoidtadkBssTiip^ the 

-Mk^f hb:aMfiiteihm:Ste WSliatu^ Als^ilU 
rtenrludilie'was ready to ccotritote by i^ery 
-nMwin his pewer^.as was^wKand r^sop- 
Jtkjbd i fttid finally; dedb^ie^ ybsKti : he . ^^Fas 
-baling id settle the laiaioiL the youeg gen- * 
oiIea«8a^ after his own natm^ de0i}se« . ; ; 
."But all these excuses availed no^iqg, 
«id he was compelled to dmgorg^^ ^ pro- 
^p^Btfi onrigMivij^hacktiie'aijto|eri!S(hic^ 
rtt;had been iaaortgaged% 'Umk^no^otlm 
mqan' of making peace .with, {be. Mgbjgr 
^powers, he returoed heoie tt»fMnfol^41l4 
wakdntent, ciimplaifiii^ to hia;j)f^^ 
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" ftfH f rnfrr irriTil^TnT rrt nhnniim in rtit $ttlf 

fUlvufttage toJhijtt lib Jik-jAiiiqaM* ajims 

him one Of the best pen*fieMtii^up'>Aib 

< SSifliilafqnfa^iirasbiiinettlBmteMdii^^ 
<ylber^ wte> hsi^ipiaAtad^ «ltoijiri)^id^ 
<Clie i(tt<)u^ ofijfenaaqrinif mndJSUcjFgUtgft 

'k fH^iff«BtAi^ «»ieiMJia£lie>jadii«tliMi> 

ceivetb ^twm himi'>S(^ihim4id£iuaikats.Aiis 
<6<$ce88ity>«fipN)eeedii9.wi«kjgieiiicaiidbur. 
-Htf «4^et&to,'|lie 4«teXoqokiKe^«r»>£QCibe 
>ild loAg«f4Mld<4iha^c%e^ .stctiiig* %toU|pr 
<^ ~) eiigi^gctMAt vriiMn^: exutseb'diteaeefi 

'ifiilnlotK^tAtevtHMoni And^aasudogiliiav^f 


I 
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iri|^graip8n tfentHwlMhlltnt tOf-Mis»njii^ 

iTf[iir:ln1ilTrriihiniiili<tiiitiiilM— iTriJMlgiii, 
V' -'A* tMfd »tieri »i li o >M »fc ow l » a < miiH iil 

td to fiAtf ^tiii't««3tet'MidraBte^(! 
HionnsiKMi tne wfgMgwiyiiiiiiniiWMiijifiMii* 
^6tuMiig ^ei|«i%e^«f tire> vniter'srfiHtiiiics 
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ti^ the steps he had taken to overatnaerlitit 
^judkea «f>li«r> pavQutiir'SBd espiriiiily^ 
Iter Hifliher, >«iid eBfvMed/iiiaat^'ilkii^ 

m^isoi^tJmUfi triNibes'ftoMi&ioihndiilM 

«il linijpoftiait a«i' iuMOftBdaie ■ ri wio q» wj | |li' 
'give fe»ie:^<«( ^^il^i^iiifceA8>f^^Bwaa»jq^ :i>|lrife 

#iilfty,'^<i» «jii;h^ i«ds4be«iMr wpliii 

■ihi lAidoi uiiiUiri iiiiiimtiini .iiifliiiiiniiMW 
To 6Mh «f time ihMaieiliili tlw-Ma^titr 

3i Urtyt'iltJitwp nHOiiifid jbis A^tgr \fyM» 
■ aMni» at AaiMNHNwfoA «t.nie9W^ !l9|li|0|r 
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air: 
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' -^^ faivereerifaka iMter^nigMakedgtr, 

^»WMriwMlBfeIii«fc«Mwi;teWy^eringArtgililifet 
iMMun of Mich a iaiBt^riwfeifbtftclwfclbr 
^h tBBMM-.iB 'litt>j{Miton of AUan, late 
iM^ftMSMMBod; : Sir, if you ftludl happen 
to be the penmi to sabieilbiag yonnc^ 

tMAid fatufediii^oMdMif >^fmim%«ft b^ 

t in— wt. nL^wwM «ii^4iMtt iK«k^M|M|Mil 
i>Mtti)WB» I ff l ii y i fif f ill h w i ui ii ac eii ^t iMir 
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vertiieleM I passed, and iliey 'wi^ ttat^ juid^ 
tiw place thereof knew them no fii6re. 
Wishing' you to la^ ^ese l&ings^tfo your 
heart Mae yrar o^a sate', 90 ^ as %hisy 
may odietcii: ytsHf I. pia^ .yoa ;to;tahe- liai? 

»^' : .fi 'A > ' if*)-il^ftOAEET'.I>o.oa0L&s,'';-.^' 

1: . :; . ^. /: m; <^heL yjisio jAamrosfcil^ 

AhMife tsioidays jftet :his ffaad^fecMMd; 
ttia veiy uasatiflfiietmy ^efMadp^t^ Masltai 
«f^^Bk1!!en0lrdod;« i»bile<^wtUiiiig < up. ihi 
BighiSttiett 'of Sdhibftti^ ^fras jMtled t^ 
4>fORMBi/^iar nhoair aa *iieJaHm.{mlM^dr 
hia Im^4o jniAEe an «pi!iog9^ihr«ecO||iyMMl 
JtmMiim^i ihc CQiiitoitirf diineslao oMir 
WUmb ^AiiiiiaM. : 3te wan faMrw^. sHpt a 
lMti»r into imhaaAi and disappeared^ %>Tte 
^^padBet coatirfaad lipur£lose«Avriuan foUos^ 
jStmo whieh, hmMwrt.aaiis«acla»i^Eiesi» 
laatontio tbe^eoflsposttiiiM ijf gaeatJaiv^fei^ 
JiMie €0ulil'faa €iBtnif?tfliiv cdQoeottnir^thisI; 


w 
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.' Sii Wiliiain : spdod aifct'Ieiigih n^ fcm 
kigh indi^ and' li^wd 'for fais dfe^ 
^dettf j: thtr MasrtMBt^of f.Rsmnwbad, ! taA 
tf bis yer^. (esirease' hagfa* >vaioe? ii^isidr 

^ird for 1^ Mirqais. <if 'Am^v^^^^ 
dear <dil friend jw-be. t)itetftd;tiiit^sHsi^ ib^ 
Aires. that tfaey might isdap^, .iii wfaidir her 
imswinfierMKi^ leouldJbife dviie^xtti wi& 
diier^asd to t^ sMoItt^ tf ilecreets/afid 

tetting^ infore jtoenand iM^els* thtli i£:fehe 
faw •f.ScoUitfld^.aaiidtc)idr«diB^/ber:!eMI^ 

ia any pbpular^ aswmU^g Ae? 'fii|lt !wW(Af 
MtMilHenfie -ame: Itoxilm? ^tAtte^^voeU 
iaAict ji> ^narfeer vowdJoj^BlMfi^titeMlb 
^titim. BBoy- km&lm im^t liiaiielf/ayfllaiii 
by; such inr^tilar px/ Mmdmgik Me fftoiit 
9ithed ; wmA torn genteosttje^ .and: t'foi^fKe- 
SIC8S pt iimtt]bL*iQ|Qiries» acKl bml^:^>1to 
ffi]ttab9it}r (^tonao;MUi^^ipay8'fovew- 

Ite.tc^s .«iftb tte i^Mlnsr j^rty m p9^0mk 




sored, tbi^ haste vrMeki had heewmeiiin^M*t 

tkbse tiow in .ppmst^i Mb wmi (MIl^iiHra^' 
ldbe/M»r(pttf t oft Ai i ! ■ ) iiad' «iii»Meze io^ 

iiilt<^iitiKHMi t0li^)piirai»){}lttiiexf^eiieiMef 

fori fNifmMit ««UiiiMrtniti0lu^i<%oiBitl» 
iAgijgMMdk)1^et«Hxl^ fllamaswniii JEulditliit 
i>mgtthnVhe€yokfei:itt>y Ury r iMrt o»ii&iBd 

filKndd'fliatWi4>eAff>1^^ aoid iottJKrM;Ui¥ 
JMbttter t^ Mopettbcr iie/ihadr itomr 'gm 


mmm'^^mm^^^^mmmmmmm^^mmam 


TH£. JiSWBi O? JUikHMEIiMOiNR. 9ltl 

aii4 witboul; concurrence of his da^gfac^'i^ 
naturs^I curators^ the ei^iigeoxcfnt was inepl^ 
^d void ID law. This precipitate measurCft 
he added^ h^ produced a verj bad effectf 
uf|^ L^y. Asbton's mind| whidi it \{Fas 
imgq^lbi^,?^ i>rpseiit to ijeipc^ye, ; Hf j? #on^. 
Colonel Dougls^ Ashton^ had eo^bfaccdf 
her prej[udicea in th|eir fullest extents aigkd: 
it was impossible for Sir }Vi|liam;to Bdopl^ 
« coi|j:se di§dgreeable;to th^, without a fa* 
tal and ifrecqnfjile^le l^^ei^ ifl>i| fjupi^^ 

te A.jf ^K!^ vaf not at pr^nt to, ^ tl^f^K 
of.. Timct^ the peat plqf^cia^ ^.hop^d 
would mend all. . , -, r :i'; r 


> » ■ 


1^^^ 9ii SjCptlfoji should sm^tfua.a..aeVM« 
wound throju^, bis nicies, brf a .parj^tpen* 
j^, reversal of tlje , judgpaeptj. pf teii/l4.* 
jg-ejne CQurte,. ia . th« ca%j ^ t^^teVttSL 
pf ,,Rayei^wood,.^Jjft.hif8$^f .wv»44: ej||»#. 

Prow L|}cy. A8liU>n^>y,«Rnfj Hs\c|iP«« 

ft 


9S^ ''rkt:A 6^ M tiiitiL'oias, 

lowing lines :**-«« T refeelvted 'you^si but it 
WAS at the utmost risk ; (lo'not kttbWpt;to' 
vi-ite again 'jtS!Kbett^k''timei 'l an Sdre^ 
set,' blit I H^l be ttb^ i(j toy^ v^^ ^iW 
the tierds^af^itiy ^^i^^iaiii'kiiiidtiiiem't& 
aae. That* yofif 'ai«hs(f(iy iiith^Y^p^dtt^ W 
80i«e ^oiisdSitioii, fSMl'ib^ ^Wifttibtt' l^iieit 
ibidL" The iibte was -^Ipied L. A. ./' 
Thisltetter tinted 'IUven^«Mod 'Wtt;&''thi 
aMst! ijyeiy (iainn. He'ihi^ m«n(Qr' iU 
fMnipKa,' MMfitbii^kliiig h^r |tfOtiib|(i^di 
tO'i^iivity )tlftb^(o'ias^'A4it6i^lina wHi 
to obtain an iatemiew^i biit hid iiit^tiip^ 

Wal ¥»«»IUS^s^ Haa biteli'-tidieh ^ 

««M'fb«fMfihaitji'orfi}^4Mm%)in^ 

^^Utastei^l^as mbse'dlsiit^fbed H^iMid 
«li«KiilsatM;esi ^'tl flattie 'liii^^ii^MUUiii^ 
m^ ttitf'W^iaiili ^m^m<tol!bsci;'7ii^tt 

fidedtohim. Before tus ^^parttne, hi^jpi 


^r-^^m 


W4tiiAsmil€^ that % .WilUa^'«^^ P^^ace 
w^ past, ftq4,t}wi^,.lif |»fi4 nov.tQ learn 
wbicl^8We,p^.the.b€^ge.tbe,^ap \i^^ gq\, t^. 
U was,pth t^ greatest di^ufty^^t fei- 
,ven$wood extprte^ ftom tl^e ^Mar^iais. a 
pn^iai^y that.be vvtiuld ;copigrpmii^ the 

William should^ disposed to acqiitpQe 
tn a union between him and Lucy Astib 

** I would hardly/' $ai^^ 
^* consent to your thrcr^iTg; away 
birth-right in thi9 manner, were I notBer- 
fectly confident that Lady Ashton; er £ady 
Douglas, ^r . what^^F.^Tsfte p^Ua Jherself, will, 
^s Scotchmen say, keep her threep ; and 
that her husband dares not contradict her." 
« But yet,*' 'said the Master, "I trust 
vour Grace will consider my engagement 
ft$ sacred." 

"."Believe my word of honour,'^ said the 
Marquis^ " I would-be- a^frieiad-even to 
your follies ; and hayjing^jthuf^ told you my 
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Opinion, I will lendeavour, as'dcca^tfn of- 
fer^ to serve you according to your Wn.** 
■ The Master of Ravcnswood could bat 
thank hi^ generous kinsman and patron^ 
and leave him fiill power to act in all his 
affkirs. He departed from Scotland upon 
his missioiiy which, it was supposed, might 
detain him uplbn the tttpAtiuent for some 
mpnths. X ^ . 
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END OF TOLOME SECOND. 
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